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Administrative Reports 


SECRETARY'S REPORT 


HE presentation of a plan for the 
reorganization of the A.L.A., by the 
third Activities Committee, is one 


of the significant events of the year. 
Widespread discussion of all suggested 
changes has been encouraged. Members 


generally recognize that action on the 
recommendations by the Council in De- 


cember may have a profound effect on the 
Association’s 


future effectiveness as the 
organization representing the whole li- 
brary movement in Canada and_ the 


United States. 

Another highlight is the publication of 
American Librarianship from a European 
Angle, by Wilhelm Minthe of Oslo. It 
is already being referred to as the most 
interesting book yet written on American 
libraries. Librarian readers will have oc- 
casion to be grateful to the author for his 
understanding, his keen friendly criticism, 
and for his sense of humor. We are in- 
debted also to President Keppel of the 
Carnegie Corporation who conceived the 
idea of this book and made its writing and 
publication possible. 

Three important official pronounce- 
ments have been made during the year: 
the revised National Plan for Libraries, 
the new Code of Ethics, and the Library's 
Bill of Rights. Together, they give us a 
substantial professional platform. 

Another officially adopted document in 
which the members may take satisfaction 
is Classification and Pay Plans for Mu- 


nicipal Public Libraries. Every library 


worker should find it interesting to check 
his own qualifications, salary and status, 
and the rating of his library against the 
standards set up in this publication. Pre- 
liminary studies have been started looking 
toward the preparation of a similar plan 
for college libraries, and a plan for school 
libraries will follow. Further recognition 
of the importance of personnel is to be 
found in Personnel Administration in Pub- 
lic Libraries, by Clara W. Herbert, and in 
the personnel and education surveys of 
Indiana and Michigan by the Board of 
Education for Librarianship. A survey of 
Tennessee is planned for the coming year. 


LATIN AMERICA 


More effective library cooperation be- 
tween the libraries of North America and 
Latin America should result from a series 
of minor studies about to be undertaken by 
a newly appointed executive assistant to 
the A.L.A. Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Latin The 
will be with Latin 
American book collections in this country ; 


America. 
studies concerned 
the exchange of books and _ periodicals; 
public interest in Latin American subjects 
as indicated by books in libraries and their 
use; and the assembling of information 
about Latin American libraries, publish- 
ers, and booksellers. The Association is 
now exhibiting in libraries of the United 


States of Latin American 


a collection 
books contributed for the purpose by min- 


istries of education and national libraries 
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of the Latin American countries. It has 
under way a handbook of North Ameri- 
can library practice, in Spanish, prepared 
at the suggestion of Latin American li- 
brarians. It had a distinguished Brazilian 
librarian as its guest in the United States 
this summer, and has just awarded a fel- 
lowship for a year’s study in this coun- 
try to a librarian in Peru. Most of these 
activities were made possible by grants 
from the Rockefeller Foundation. The 
Committee on Union Catalog of Latin 
American Books reports that the Library 
of Congress has begun the preparation of 
the catalog. Much encouragement, in- 
formation, and good advice has come to the 
Committee on Library Cooperation with 
Latin America and to A.L.A. officers from 
the new Division of Cultural Relations in 
the Department of State. The extension 
to Latin American countries of the study 
of children’s books by the International 
Bureau of Education, Geneva, has been 
made possible by a grant from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. 


OTHER INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


Another grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation enables the A.L.A. through 
its International Relations Committee to 
purchase books for the popular libraries 
of selected countries of northern and west- 
ern Europe during the next three years. 
The purpose is to give European readers 
who are to the 
thought of American men of letters and of 


interested freer access 


science, and to overcome, in some measure, 
the handicap of high prices of American 
books abroad. In most cases, the gifts 
will probably be to the national agency 
which has direct relations with the popu- 
lar libraries of the country. The books 
sent will be chosen by the receiving li- 
brary, and, it is assumed, will be selected 
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largely from current or recent book selec- 
tion aids such as the Booklist and Book 
Review Digest. 

The Association was represented at the 
International Library Committee meeting 
at The Hague and at Amsterdam in July 
by Harrison W. Craver and J. Periam 
Danton. ‘The latter, as chairman of the 
Committee on International Relations, 
with librarians on the 
The A.L.A. 
was represented at the International Con- 
ference on Documentation in Zurich in 
August by Dr. Vernon Tate, editor of the 
Journal of Documentary Reproduction, 


conferred many 


Books for Europe project. 


who is on a traveling fellowship provided 
by the Rockefeller Foundation; and by 
Arthur B. Berthold of the Union Library 
Catalogue of the Philadelphia Metropoli- 
tan Area. Gerhard R. and 
Charles R. Sanderson were the official 
representatives of the A.L.A. at the meet- 
ing of the Library Association of Great 


Lomer 


Britain in Liverpool in June. 

Librarians and others responded gen- 
erously to the appeal by the Committee on 
International Relations, made at the re- 
quest of the Library Association of China, 
for books to be used in the colleges and 
universities the unoccu- 
pied 15,000 or 20,000 
volumes were shipped through the Inter- 
national Exchange Bureau. 


reestablished in 


areas. Some 


The Association has been happy to wel- 
come many overseas visitors at its confer- 
ence and at headquarters. 


FEDERAL RELATIONS 


The Association again supported in the 
first session of the Seventy-sixth Congress 


the recommendations of the 


Advisory 


In the Senate 
the bill was recommended for passage by 
the Senate Committee on Education and 


Committee on Education. 
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Labor. In the House a bill was intro- 
duced but not considered by the commit- 
tee. Both bills retain their present status 
when Congress reconvenes in January. 
Continued vigorous support is needed. 
Indirect federal aid received from the 
relief agencies of the government has been 
expanded and improved. State-wide li- 
brary projects have been operated for serv- 
ice to new areas. ‘There are many 
projects for assistance to local library and 
bibliographical enterprises. Government 
funds have also been available in some 
resettlement communities and in the areas 
served by the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
“According to the most recent reports,” 
says a publication of the Educational Poli- 
cies Commission of the National Educa- 
tion Association in a section on the Works 
Progress Administration, “there are more 
than 30,000 library workers on these 35 
state-wide library projects, and they are 
supervised by a staff of 88 fully trained 
librarians and at least 50 persons who 
have had some library training. At least 
75 bookmobiles, begun and subsidized by 
Works Administration funds, 
and in addition at least an equal number 
that have been stimulated and partly sup- 
ported by funds from the same source, are 
in operation.” Recent reduction of 
W.P.A. appropriations _ is 
handicapping these services. 


Progress 


apparently 


Progress has been made in preparation 
of uniform library statistics report forms 
for the Library Service Division of the 
U. S. Office of Education, the A.L.A.., 
and the state library agencies, and in cor- 
relation of the collection of statistics. 


STATE AND PROVINCIAL AID 


The Library Extension Board has given 
particular attention to legislative cam- 
paigns for state aid, as well as to en- 
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couraging development of plans for 
state-wide library service and to other 
preparations for prompt and effective use 
of federal funds which may be made avail- 
able. 

British Columbia has increased from 
$1000 to $5000 its aid for three regional 
public libraries. Nova Scotia offers $1 for 
every $3 appropriated by local agencies 
for regional libraries. 

Arkansas, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Ver- 
mont have made or renewed appropria- 
tions for large unit libraries ranging from 
$12,500 to $50,000 a year. A small item 
in the budget of the New Hampshire Li- 
brary Commission assures the continuance 
of a regional experiment now under way. 
Two regional libraries in Louisiana still 
benefit from a 1938 biennial appropriation. 

Michigan repealed the appropriating 
section of its state aid act of 1937 for a 
state aid fund of 
$500,000, in an effort to balance the state 
budget. 


continuing annual 
The economy wave also ac- 
counted for the failure of state aid cam- 
paigns in several other states, but in spite 
of this, the trend toward this newer type 
of state aid appears to be established. 

State aid for school libraries has been 
available in many states over a long period. 
It was usually from state funds available 
for general school purposes. In some 
states a certain amount per teacher or per 
pupil must be spent for library books. In 
others the state requires the counties to 
provide school library funds. 

Recent developments have included an- 
nual or special appropriations by legisla- 
tures southern states of from 
$100,000 to $350,000 for the purchase of 
school library books. One northern state 
spent $13,000 for school library books 
and $88,000 for salaries of teacher-librar- 
lans. 


in four 
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PuB.ic LisRARIEs 


The position of state library extension 
agencies has been strengthened slightly. 
There have been two or three reorgani- 
zations. Alabama, previously without 
such agency, has established one. West 
Virginia has made its first appropriation. 
Budgets have been increased in a few 
states. A new library commission in 
Nova Scotia has begun active work under 
competent direction. But there has been 
some interference, apparently for political 
reasons; and it still is somewhere near 
the truth to say that the state library 
agency is the weakest link in the public 
library chain. 

In 1934 there were about forty-five 
million persons in the United States with- 
out library service. —That number has now 
been reduced to about forty-two million, 
but it is interesting to observe that ap- 
proximately two-thirds of the decrease is 
accounted for by urban communities so 
that rural people now constitute nearly 
g2 per cent of those without library serv- 
ice. State aid and the stimulus of library 
work relief projects have been important 
factors in improvement of the situation, 
though a considerable number of county 
libraries have been established as a result 
of local initiative. 

Use of libraries is again on the increase. 
All but one of thirty-six large cities ques- 
tioned in December, 1938, reported larger 
circulations than in 1937. Business re- 
cession, more new books, new branches and 
new library activities, expanding adult edu- 
cation programs of libraries and other 
agencies, the recurring European crises, all 
were given as possible explanations of the 
increase. 


ApULT EpUCATION 


Readers advisory services have been es- 
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tablished in a few libraries of medium size 
and have been extended to branches in 
some large cities. Many small libraries 
are studying and experimenting to deter- 
mine what adult education activities are 
possible with small staff and limited book 
supply. Some librarians are assuming— 
as Alvin Johnson believes they should— 
the leadership of general adult education 
in their local communities and in their 
states. Library schools are adding courses 
and conducting institutes on the adult 
education services of the library. 

Three important publications were is- 
sued by the A.L.A. in 1939: Helping 
Adults to Learn, edited by John Chan- 
cellor; Helping the Reader toward Self- 
Education, by Chancellor, Tompkins, and 
Medway; and Books for Self-Education, 
by Sigrid Edge. 


ScHOOL LIBRARIES 


From incomplete statistics it is esti- 
mated that one-fourth, possibly one-third, 
of the professional and _ subprofessional 
library workers in the United States are 
school librarians and_teacher-librarians 
and that this group is growing more rap- 
idly than any other. Reports reaching 
headquarters, through the secretary of the 
Board on Library Service to Children and 
Young People, indicate that school librar- 
ians not only are numerous, but, like their 
cousins, the children’s librarians in public 
libraries, are unusually alert to what is 
happening in the world—whether to 
books, education, visual aids, radio, or chil- 
dren’s interests—which 


affects the lives 


of children and young people. 
COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 


A supplement to the List of Books for 
College Libraries has been made possible 


by a grant from the Carnegie Corpora- 
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tion. Charles B. Shaw is again the editor 
and compiler. It is expected that the list 
can be published early in 1940. Harvie 
Branscomb’s “Study of College Librar- 
ies,’ made for the Association of American 
Colleges with aid from the Carnegie Cor- 
poration, will probably be _ published 
jointly by that association and the A.L.A. 
in 1940. Two important publications is- 
sued in 1938-39 are: College and Uni- 
versity Library Service, by Kuhlman, and 
B. Lamar Johnson’s Vitalizing a College 
Library. 


Union List or SERIALS 


Agreements have been reached concern- 
ing the division of responsibility between 
the A.L.A. committee and the H. W. 
Wilson Company, and a generous grant 
has been made by the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion, thus assuring completion of the new 
edition of the Union List of Serials. The 
Association has suffered a severe loss in 
the death of Donald Gilchrist, chairman 
of the Union List of Serials Committee. 


Mi1cROPHOTOGRAPHY 


The quarterly Journal of Documentary 
Reproduction now has approximately 500 
subscribers. They, the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion, and the voluntary editor, Dr. Vernon 
Tate, have made possible its continuance, 
in printed form. The American Library 
Association was enabled by the Rocke- 
feller Foundation to give some micropho- 
tographic equipment to a few institutions 
in France and England which cooperated 
with the A.L.A.—University of Chicago 
demonstration at the Paris Exposition in 
1937. Summer courses in microphotog- 
raphy were given at the University of 
Chicago Graduate Library School and the 
Columbia University School of Library 
Service. 


ScIENTIFIC Alps TO LEARNING 


Five committees of the A.L.A. are con- 
cerning themselves with some aspect of 
this subject: one with the library’s respon- 
sibility to preserve and circulate films; 
one with microfilms; one with informa- 
tional films on library work; one with 
radio; and another with talking books. 
Possibly some coordination is called for, 
and there are some neglected aspects— 
such as radio electrical transcriptions, mu- 
sic records, and the very special interest 
of school libraries in audio-visual mate- 
rials—which deserve more attention than 
they have received. 


PUBLICATIONS 

For many years the Association has is- 
sued publications which have been indis- 
pensable to the work of librarians. The 
members of the Editorial Committee have 
deserved and received the gratitude of 
their colleagues. Never, in the opinion 
of this writer, have the publications issued 
been more timely or more intrinsically 
valuable than those of the past year. 
Never have they been more carefully 
planned and developed to meet the varied 
needs of the many groups within the pro- 
fession. One reason for this is that many 
boards, committees, and other groups are 
working with the Editorial Committee in 
deciding what publications are needed and 
how they can be brought into existence. 
The efforts of the Publishing Department 
to improve the typographical excellence 
of A.L.A. publications have not been with- 
out some success. 

Gratitude for the new reduced book 
post is tempered by the interpretations 
which define bibliographies as commercial 
catalogs and thus exclude them from the 
benefits of the low rate. 

The 4.L.A. Bulletin may be mentioned 
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here although it is issued by the Member- 
ship Department rather than the Publish- 
ing Department. Careful, long-time plan- 
ning, and the cooperation of a host of 
officers and members have made many im- 
provements possible. . The increased va- 
riety of its offerings is notable. It is 
thought that there are now few members, 
however specialized their activities, who 
will not find something of interest in 
nearly every issue. 

A preliminary edition of the American 
version of the Anglo-American Catalog 
Code will probably be issued early in 
1940. 
expected that the definitive edition, em- 
bodying changes by both L.A. and A.L.A., 
will be ready for publication. 


Two or three years later it is 


MEMBERSHIP AND INCOME 


The membership of the Association on 
August I, was 15,014. This figure is to 
be compared with 14,103 as of August 
1, 1938. Dr. John H. Finley, friend of 
libraries for most of the years of his life, 
has accepted the Association’s invitation to 
Two state 
and one provincial association have _ be- 
come chapters of the A.L.A., bringing the 
total number of chapters to 43 state and 


become an honorary member. 


provincial, 2 regional, and 7 local organi- 
zations. Aside from continued improve- 
ment of the Bulletin, the most important 
new service to members as such was prob- 
ably the geographical membership list in 
the Handbook. 

The total income for the year, not in- 
cluding some rather large balances in the 
grants for special purposes, was approxi- 
mately $350,000. ‘The main sources are 
publication sales and subscriptions, en- 
dowment, membership dues, and grants for 


special purposes. A memorial fund has 


been established for H. H. B. Meyer, de- 
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ceased, former President of the Associa- 
tion, through the generosity of his widow 
and his many friends. The income from 
this fund will be used for nonrecurring 
activities at the discretion of the Executive 
Board. Steps have been taken looking 
toward the establishment of other memo- 
rial or honor funds for deceased or living 
members of the profession. 

The annual struggle of the budget com- 
mittee and the Executive Board to adjust 
a nearly static income to the increasing 
needs and legitimate demands of boards, 
committees, departments, and _ sections 
bears eloquent testimony to the urgency 
of the need for additional income from 
some source. 


COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 


Even casual perusal of the department, 
board, and committee reports which fol- 
low will reveal the variety, if not the 
extent, of the relations which are con- 
tinuously maintained by the Association’s 
representatives with scores of other or- 
ganizations and agencies, most of them 
national in character. It is in part 
through contacts with these agencies that 
the Association attempts to build up pub- 
lic sentiment in influential quarters for 
the support and service which all li- 
brarians desire. 

Special consideration has been given by 
the headquarters staff and certain boards 
and committees to the library implications 
of the many studies and experiments in 
education and public administration now 
Munn is 
senting librarianship in the White House 


Conference on Children in a Democracy. 


under way. President repre- 


THE CONFERENCE 


National broadcasts from the San Fran- 
cisco conference were more numerous than 

















SECRETARY’S REPORT 535 


from previous conferences. The high 
water mark was the Library Town Meet- 
ing of the Air at the last general session, 
presided over by George Denny. 

Another less spectacular but important 
feature of that conference was the re- 
organization, by the A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters’ librarian, of what had formerly been 
called Consultation Service, into a Clear- 
ing House. The purpose was to enable 
delegates to find answers to questions 
which were not dealt with in the con- 
ference program. Exhibits at the confer- 
ence continue to increase in number as 
well, apparently, as in quality. 


STAFF 

William C. Haygood was released from 
his position as instructor in the Louisiana 
State University Library School in order 
that he might accept the position of execu- 
tive assistant to the Commitee on Library 
Cooperation with Latin America. His 
office will be in Washington, probably at 
the Library of Congress. 

Ellsworth R. Young, reference assistant 
in the New York Public Library, has 
accepted the position of executive assistant 
to the International Relations Committee. 
His headquarters will be in the New York 
Public Library at first and will probably 
be moved to the new Brooklyn Public 
Library later in the year. 

Elizabeth H. Thompson, head ‘of the 
catalog department in the University of 
North Carolina Library, will replace Dr. 
Lulu Ruth Reed as editor of the glossary 
for the Committee on Library Terminol- 
ogy. The work will be done at Chapel 
Hill. 

New Projects 


Only a few of the many projects under 
consideration, but not yet begun, can be 
mentioned in this report. 


Proposals for a study of union catalogs 
are being submitted to a foundation as 
this report goes to press. They origi- 
nated with the Joint Committee on Ma- 
terials for Research and have the approval 
of the two parent organizations of that 
committee, the Social Science Research 
Council, and the American Council of 
Learned Societies. Within the A.L.A., 
they have been endorsed by the Board on 
Library Resources and the Executive 
Board. The study, if made, will be con- 
cerned with the usefulness of union cata- 
logs to scholarship, the number of union 
catalogs needed, their location, methods 
of preparation and maintenance, relations 
to the Library of Congress Union Cata- 
log, probable costs, and related matters. 

A plan is in preparation for a study of 
catalogs and cataloging in large libraries 
in Great Britain and North America by a 
Committee of British and American li- 
brarians. ‘The project is based in part on 
the thought that for great libraries the 
card catalog may not be the only answer. 
The Committee on Cataloging and Class- 
ification, the Executive Board of the 
A.L.A., and an appropriate officer of the 
L.A. participated in the consideration of 
this project. It is contemplated that the 
study would be made by one cataloger 
and one administrative librarian from 
Great Britain, and similar representation 
from North America. 

The proposed study of government 
document depository libraries in the 
United States, which has been under con- 
sideration for several years, is intended 
to prepare the way for a complete revision 
of existing statutes. The present hope is 
that the study will be undertaken by an 
agency of the government with the co- 
operation of the A.L.A. Committee on 
Public Documents. 
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The executive boards of the A.L.A. and 
Special Libraries Association have given 
general approval to a proposed study of 
the place which special libraries should 
occupy in a complete plan for library 
service. ‘Che words “special libraries’’ in 
this case are to be interpreted as including 
all libraries which are not general in char- 
acter. 

Following the lead of President Munn 
in his San Francisco inaugural address, 
the Executive Board and the Library Ex- 
tension Board, at meetings to be held in 
October, will consider the problem of state 
library leadership. According to present 
plans, the boards will give attention not 
only to state libraries and state library 
extension agencies, but also to the prob- 
lems of state leadership in connection with 
school, college and university libraries, to 
the functions of state library associations 
and citizen library groups as leaders in the 
library movement, and even to state lead- 
ership in related fields such as education 
and welfare. 

As this report is being written, the Pub- 
lications Committee of the Association of 
College and Reference Librarians. a Sec- 
tion of the A.L.A., and certain members 
of the headquarters staff are giving 
thought to the possibility of issuing a 
quarterly journal devoted to the interests 
of those who are actual or potential mem- 
bers of the A.C.R.L. There is complete 
agreement that a need exists for a journal 
in this field. 

Preliminary consideration is being given 
also to the need for two periodical publi- 
cations in the school library field. One 
of them is a quarterly journal for school 
librarians paralleling the quarterly men- 
tioned above. The other is a more ambi- 
tious undertaking, namely, a_ periodical 
which school _ librarians, 


would serve 
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teacher-librarians, and school administra- 
tors as a guide to new books, pamphlets, 
magazines, films and other visual aids, 
recordings and radio programs, and pos- 
sibly other instructional materials. There 
is said to be urgent need for such a publi- 
cation. Because of the large number of 
school librarians and_teacher-librarians 
(more than 12,500) and their rapid in- 
crease, and because of the probability that 
many schools without organized library 
service would wish to subscribe to such a 
publication, there would appear to be a 
fair prospect that this undertaking would 
in time become self-supporting. It is 
thought that the collaboration of one or 
more educational 
would be essential, 

Recent events have shocked librarians 
into a realization that many people do not 
recognize librarianship as a_ profession, 
but think of it only as a technical voca- 
tion of a not very high order. Some 
members of the Association believe that 
we should do something to correct this 
misunderstanding. 


strong organizations 


In the opinion of the 
writer this is much more than a mere 
problem of public relations. If it is im- 
portant that our vocation be recognized 
as a profession, we might well reexamine 
our qualifications for that title, including 
the length and quality of our general and 
professional education, the kind of work 
which ‘most library school graduates and 
other library assistants actually perform, 
our ability to comprehend and to be articu- 
late on the sociological and philosophical 
aspects of library work as well as on the 
technical and processes. 
We must also, it would seem, take notice 


administrative 


of the absence in some states of any laws . 
or regulations governing the practice of 


librarianship. Such self-analysis need not 


prevent or delay any possible action that 














SECRETARY'S REPORT 


would help to gain public recognition of 
the professional qualifications we do pos- 
sess. 

In approving the Library’s Bill of 
Rights at the San Francisco conference 
and recommending its adoption by li- 
brarians and boards of trustees, the Coun- 
cil emphasized the fact that American 
library policy is based upon tolerance of 
minorities and impartiality in selection of 
materials and service to the public. It is 
possible that, in the future, the Associa- 
tion will find it desirable to take a more 
active part than heretofore in opposing 
the various forms of censorship which 
conflict with these principles. 


FOUNDATIONS 


During the past year foundation money 
in small and large amounts has been made 
available, in part through the A.L.A., for 
international library cooperation, educa- 
tion for 


librarianship, fellowships for 
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study and travel, surveys, studies, publi- 
cations on a variety of subjects, out-of- 
print books, college, junior college, teach- 
ers college and university libraries, rural 
library extension, and for a great variety 
of nonlibrary enterprises whose results 
are nevertheless likely to be of importance 
to libraries. The services of officers of 
the foundations to our cause are not to be 
measured in dollars alone, welcome as 
those dollars are; but also in terms of 
imagination applied problems, 
of friendly critical analysis of our pro- 


to our 


posals, and of complete noninterference 
with our established professional programs. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


To all friends of libraries and to the 
hundreds of librarians who give time 
freely for the general good, the Associa- 
tion owes its gratitude. 

Cari H. Mixa, Secretary 





PROFESSIONAL 





EDUCATION 


Fifteenth —Annual Report of the ‘Board of Education 
for Librarianship 


For the Year Ending July 37, 1939 


URVEYS of library personnel and 
training agencies, in-service train- 
ing, cooperation with _ library 

schools and other agencies, and the develop- 

ment of state plans for the education and 
certification of librarians gave opportunity 
for both new and continuing activities of 
the Board of Education for Librarianship 

in 1938-39. 

The last annual report recorded a new 
venture, namely, conducting a survey of 
the library personnel and training facili- 
ties in a state to determine to some extent 
the kinds of preparation most needed, and 
reported a survey under way in Indiana 
and one planned for Michigan. In the 
fall, 1938, a brief summary of principal 
findings and recommendations for Indiana 
was presented at meetings of the Indiana 
Library Association, Indiana Library 
Trustees Association, and School Librari- 
ans Teachers 


Section of Indiana State 


Association. <A tentative report received 
detailed criticism at a meeting of the 
1938, and re- 
written for publication in the summer, 
1939. 

At the invitation of the board, John S. 
Cleavinger, School of Library Service, 
Columbia University, devoted the first 
semester of 1938-39 to intensive work on 
a survey requested by the Michigan Li- 


board, September, was 


5 


> 
5 
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brary Association. Data on members of 
library staffs, collected by the junior mem- 
bers of M.L.A., were supplemented by 
visits to eighty-five libraries of different 
types, to the library schools of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan and Wayne Univer- 
sity and to four state teachers colleges, 
and by conferences with representatives of 
agencies such as the state board for li- 
braries, state department of public instruc- 
tion, extension service of the University 
of Michigan, personnel service of Michi- 
gan Municipal League, and state and 
local Works Progress Administration li- 
brary projects. A report in first draft 
was reviewed by the board in May, 1939; 
it is now under revision with prospects of 
publication in the next few months. 
Various conditions in Tennessee have 
led the Tennessee Library Association to 
request a survey in the fall, 1939, which 
the board believes can be scheduled. All 
these surveys are financed from the grant 
for investigations received in 1936 from 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 
An outline of procedures in making sur- 
veys is contemplated to assist state groups 
in conducting surveys of their own states. 


INSTITUTES 


Response from library schools to the 


widespread need for some means of assist- 
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ing librarians in service to continue pro- 
fessional preparation may be termed a 
high point for 1938-39. In addition to 
the profitable institutes regularly con- 
ducted by the Graduate Library School, 
University of Chicago, eight accredited 
schools sponsored institutes: 

University of California—Library Work 
with Children 

University of Chicago—Library Adminis- 
tration (1938) and Book Selection (1939) 

Columbia University, University of North 
Carolina, and Texas State College for Wom- 
en—School Libraries 


Emory University and Louisiana State 
University—County Libraries 

Syracuse University—Public Libraries 

Western Reserve University—Adult Edu- 
cation 

Institutes emphasizing public library 
service and service to children and young 
people were held at Washington Univer- 
sity and Chautauqua Institution respec- 
tively. 

An institute on library personnel prob- 
lems, sponsored by the board and the 
Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure in 
connection with the San Francisco con- 
ference, was attended by an invited group 
of forty-seven librarians and several per- 
sonnel experts. To the skilful leadership 
of Eleanor Hitt, California State Library, 
and the contribution of Louis J. Kroeger, 
California State Personnel Board, the 
sponsors are deeply indebted for a day of 
provocative and highly profitable discus- 
sion. It is hoped that similar conferences 
may be arranged in other parts of the 
country. 


LIBRARY INTERNSHIPS 


A report, prepared for the board by 
Francis R. St. John, New York Public 
Library, was distributed to library schools, 
selected 


libraries, library organizations, 
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selected committees and individuals for 
comment and advice as to further steps 
that might be taken. To crystalize.an evi- 
dent interest in internships, the board in- 
vited a group of librarians to meet at the 
midwinter conference, 1938. Experience 
with internships at the Montclair (N.J.) 
Public Library, New York Public Li- 
brary, the Public Administration Clearing 
House, and the Tennessee Valley Author- 
ity provided a basis for discussion of de- 
sirable objectives of internships, mutual 
obligations of the library, library school 
and intern, administrative difficulties, and 
the need for subsidy. 

The internship in the Tennessee Valley 
Authority proceeded as announced in the 
last annual report. Representing the 
board, Helen M. Harris served on an 
advisory committee, participated in an in- 
spection while the internship was in prog- 
ress, and received periodic reports from 
the intern and supervisors. The commit- 
tee expects to issue a report which should 
suggest objectives, procedures, and meth- 
ods of administering 
where. 

The Graduate Library School, Univer- 
sity of Chicago, has announced internships 
in the Archives Division, Illinois State 
Library. 


internships else- 


CONFERENCE ON ACCREDITING 


Helen M. Harris and the secretary 
represented the board at a conference of 
twenty-two accrediting groups called by 
the American Council on Education. For 
the first time representatives of accredit- 
ing associations in educational and profes- 
sional fields were assembled with officers 
of the American Council and U. S. Office 
of Education to discuss their policies and 
procedures with special reference to criti- 
cism raised by a Joint Committee of the 
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National Association of State Universities 
and Association of Land-Grant Colleges.' 
The group sought to clarify the purposes 
and contributions of accrediting and to 
suggest methods of cooperation among ac- 
crediting associations as a means of re- 
moving grounds for the prevalent criti- 
cism of accrediting procedures. A com- 
mittee of the American Council on Edu- 
cation is determining what studies should 
be undertaken and will appoint subcom- 
mittees for work on problems selected to 
the end that accrediting procedures ac- 
ceptable to educational institutions may be 
adopted. 


LIBRARY SCHOOLS 

Changes in accredited library schools 
continued to indicate an effort to meet 
conditions in the field. 
bachelor’s 
marked new regimes at the library schools 
of University of Wisconsin and Pratt In- 
stitute and will be fully effective in 1941- 
42 at the University of Oklahoma. The 
University of Wisconsin Library School 


The requirement 


of a degree for admission 


has become officially a part of the univer- 
sity and Pratt Institute is now authorized 
by the New York State Board of Higher 
Education to grant a bachelor’s degree in 
library science. Summer programs pre- 
senting the full curriculum in successive 
summer sessions were inaugurated in 1939 
at Emory University, which discontinued 
courses for teacher-librarians; University 
of North Carolina, which expanded a 
program for teacher-librarians ; University 
of Southern California; and College of 
St. Catherine for members of orders only. 
University of Illinois and University of 
Oklahoma first offered in 1939 summer 
courses for teacher-librarians in coopera- 
tion with the colleges of education of these 


1 School and Society 48:714-15, December 3, 1038 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


institutions. “lwo new summer courses 
at Columbia University, microphotogra- 
phy and bibliographic and reference serv- 
ice in medical sciences, and a course in 
microphotography at the University of 
Chicago increased the opportunities for 
study in specialized fields. George Pea- 
body College for Teachers offered a new 
course in audio-visual aids. Louisiana 
State University has announced for 1939- 
40 a curriculum leading to the master’s 
degree in library science. 


cils 


Advisory coun- 


of librarians in active service are 


features in administration at Syracuse 
University and University of Southern 
California. 

The board accredited the library schools 
of University of Southern California and 
Texas State College for Women in De- 
cember, 1938, the latter for the training 
of school librarians. Substantial endow- 
ment grants from the Carnegie Corpora- 
of New York will aid in further 
development of the library schools of the 


tion 


University of Denver and Pratt Institute. 

By invitation, representatives of the 
board attended meetings of the Association 
of American Library Schools in Decem- 
ber, 1938, and June, 1939, and have been 
privileged to ofter suggestions on the work 
of the Committee on Curriculum Revision 
and the Committee on Fellowships and 
Scholarships. The interest of the former 
committee in planning an analysis to de- 
termine what instruction is fundamental 
in the education of librarians in all fields 
of service is heartily endorsed, with the 
hope that means may be found for carry- 
ing forward this important study. Identi- 
fying basic professional preparation is a 
recurrent problem met in various ways 
by library schools but it becomes a matter 
of general importance as librarians en- 


gaged in service in specialized field pre- 
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sent urgent claims for specialized training. 

The relation of instruction for teacher- 
librarians, now given in thirty-eight states, 
to the more comprehensive preparation 
given by library schools needs clearer defi- 
nition by the library schools as a group. 
The leadership of established library 
schools in developing sound programs of 
library instruction for their own states 
will be more and more important as the 
demand from schools for librarians and 
teacher-librarians continues to encourage 
the establishment of new training agencies. 
For library school students who anticipate 
service in colleges and universities the 
problems involved in developing profitable 
instruction in the use of books and libraries 
and in the preparation of teacher-librarians 
should be emphasized even more than in 
the past. 

At meetings called by the Library Ex- 
tension Board representatives of the board 
presented the implications for library 
training agencies in the Harrison- Thomas 
bill for federal aid to education. Under 
this act state-supported institutions may 
receive aid for the preparation of school 
The li- 
braries of these institutions are apparently 
eligible for grants which might most ef- 
fectively be turned toward improved li- 


librarians and teacher-librarians. 


brary instruction for teachers in training. 


EDUCATION OF NEGRO LIBRARIANS 


The closing of the Hampton Institute 
Library School in June, 1939, is recorded 
with regret that the active influence of 
this pioneer school in its own field should 
be cut off through financial necessity. In 
its contribution to the development of li- 
brary service and education for Negroes 
the library school has held a unique place 
of leadership. 

Both the situation at Hampton Insti- 


tute and the decision of the Supreme Court 
that a state must provide equality in educa- 
tional privileges to white and Negro citi- 
zens aroused new interest among Negro 
institutions in establishing a _ library 
The board has kept in touch 
with developments in several states and 
has conferred with administrative officers 
of leading institutions on their plans. For 
the benefit of all concerned, Tommie Dora 
Barker, assisted by 
Emory University 


school.? 


Evalene Jackson, 
School, is 


analyzing the need for a new library 
school. 


Library 


Summer instruction for Negro 
teacher-librarians, sponsored by the board 
and supported since 1936 by grants from 
the General Education Board, will end 
in 1939. 
RECRUITING 

A comment of a distinguished European 

librarian on recruiting for librarianship in 


America echoes the belief expressed by the 
board in the last annual report: 


There is perhaps a fundamental error in 
having library schools do the recruiting for 
libraries. It should rather be the other way 
round. Undoubtedly most schools do their 
utmost to insure a good selection of pros- 
pective librarians, not only through detailed 
application blanks, photographs, and physical 
examinations, but also through all sorts of 
tests for measuring intelligence, aptitude, 
personality, vocabulary, reading interests, 
etc. . . . What we need is hand-picked li- 
brarians.® 


The importance of arousing an interest 
in librarianship among selected college 
students of superior qualifications was 
brought to the attention of a group of li- 
brarians early in the year and was sug- 
gested to state library associations as an 

2 Hostetter, Anita M. “A Library School for 
Negroes.” A.L.A. Bulletin 33:247, April, 1939. 

* Munthe, Wilhelm. American Librarianship from 


a European Angle. American Library 
1939, Pp. 137. 


Association, 
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activity deserving emphasis in their pro- 
grams. One member of the board found 
an opportunity to discuss with directors of 
several library schools a plan for com- 
bining their efforts at recruiting. 


CERTIFICATION OF LIBRARIANS 


By agreement with the board, the Board 
on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure became re- 
sponsible for certification as well as civil 
service. Owing to its heavy program, 
however, this board requested the staff of 
the Board of Education for Librarianship 
to continue informational and advisory 
services on certification. 

Certification bills failed to pass in Cali- 
fornia, Indiana, lowa, Minnesota, Mis- 
Nebraska, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, and Oregon, and legislation in- 
cluding certification failed in Texas and 
Wisconsin. 


souri, Montana, 


In Colorado and Mississippi 
state library associations approved bills for 
presentation in 1940 and in New Jersey 
the library association is testing out a 
voluntary plan to determine the advisabil- 
ity of seeking legal certification. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Progress is recorded on a study of post- 
professional education of librarians by 
Helen F. Pierce and current revision of a 
review of projects and experiments in edu- 
cation for librarianship by the secretary. 
The board issued an opinion on the place 
of correspondence courses in the education 
of librarians. In various ways coopera- 
tion continued with the Committee on 
Fellowships and Scholarships, Professional 
Training Section, Terminology Commit- 
tee, Professional Training Committee of 


* “Correspondence 


Courses.” A.L.A 
33:97, February, 1939 


Bulletin 
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School Libraries Section, Committee on 
Codification of Professional Standards of 
Special Libraries Association, Education 
Committee of California Library Associa- 
tion, Board of Education of Catholic Li- 
brary Association, and other groups. 
Recommendations of the Joint Committee 
of American Association of Law Libraries 
and American Association on 


preparation for law library service were 


Library 


transmitted to library schools and given 
other publicity. Representatives attended 
the general session of the Special Libraries 
Association, 1939, on training for special 
librarians, meetings of North Central As- 
sociation and Congress on Medical Edu- 
cation and Licensure. 

Several manuscripts on librarianship 
were criticized, material was supplied for 
Re- 
and advisory 
1776 for the year and 


wide both geo- 


others, and articles were written. 
for informational 
service totaled 


quests 
represented a range, 
graphically and in subject. 
with the 


In connection 
Francisco conference the 
staff visited the Universities of Minnesota, 
Washington, and Oregon. 


San 


BoaRD AND STAFF 

The Board appointed L. 
Marion Moshier for a five-year term to 
succeed Keyes D. Metcalf. Charles H. 
Busi- 
ness meetings were held in Chicago, Sep- 
tember, 1938, and May, 1939, and at the 
midwinter conference, 1938. 


Executive 


Compton was reelected chairman. 


CHARLES H. Compton, Chairman 
Hecen M. Harris 

MARGARET MANN 

L. Marion MosHIer 

Amy WINSLOW 


Anita M. Hostetter, Secretary 

















APPENDIX 
ACCREDITED LIBRARY SCHOOLS 


The Board of Education for Librarianship has classified and accredited the following 
library schools under Minimum Requirements for Library Schools adopted by the 
A.L.A. Council in October, 1933.* Classification of the schools neither includes nor 
implies a comparative rating or grading. The schools are listed alphabetically by the 
italicized name in common usage, with dates of establishment and classification. 

New York State College for Teachers, 4/bany, Department of Librarianship { 1926) 

Type III+ 

University of California, School of Librarianship (1919) Type I 

University of Chicago, Graduate Library School (1926; opened 1928) Type I 

Columbia University, School of Library Service (1887) Type I 

Texas State College for Women, Department of Library Science, Denton (1929) 

Type ILIt 

University of Denver, School of Librarianship (1931) Type III 

Drexel Institute, School of Library Science (1892) Type II 

Emory University, Library School (1905) Type II 

Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia, Library School (1928) Type IIIt 

Hampton Institute, Library School (for Negroes), (1925) Type II! 

University of Illinois, Library School (1893) Type I 

Louisiana State University, Library School (1931) Type II 

McGill University, Library School (1927) Type II 

University of Michigan, Department of Library Science (1926) Type I 

University of Minnesota, Division of Library Instruction (1928) Type III 

New Jersey College for Women, Library School (1927) Type III 

University of North Carolina, School of Library Science (1931) Types II and III 

University of Oklahoma, School of Library Science (1929) Type III 

George Peabody College for Teachers, Library School (1928) Type IIT 

Carnegie Institute of Technology, Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh (1901) 

Type II 

Pratt Institute, School of Library Science (1890) Type III 

Rosary College, Department of Library Science (1930) Type III+ 

College of St. Catherine, Department of Library Science (1929) Type III 

Simmons College, School of Library Science (1902) Types II and III 

University of Southern California, School of Library Science (1936) Type II 

Syracuse University, School of Library Science (1908) Type II 

University of Toronto, Library School (1928) Type II§ 

University of Washington, School of Librarianship (1911) Type II 

Western Reserve University, School of Library Science (1904) Type II 

College of William and Mary, Department of Library Science (1931) Type IIIt 

University of Wisconsin, Library School (1906) Type III 

* Proceedings of the Fifty-Fifth Annual Conference, pages 610-13. 

+ Accredited for training school librarians. 

t Prepares librarians for service in Catholic educational institutions. 


§ Curriculum leading to degree only is accredited. 
|| Discontinued by officials of the institute, June, 1939. 
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SALARIES, STAFF, AND TENURE 


Second -Annual Report of the Board 


For the Year Ending July 31, 1939 


HE major project of the year’s pro- 

gram was brought to its completion 

in December, 1938, when the 
A.L.A. Council at the midwinter confer- 
ence unanimously adopted the Classifica- 
tion and Pay Plans for Municipal Public 
Libraries. This project was the board’s 
primary objective during the first year 
and a half of its existence. 

During the present report year, the 
section on specifications was 
completed, the score cards were prepared, 
and final revisions were made throughout 
the text. These last two items took the 
entire time of the board at its three-day 
meeting in November, 1938. Following 
this meeting, the third draft was sent to all 
members of the Council and to selected 
librarians and groups for final suggestions 
prior to its presentation to Council. After 
the adoption of the plans by Council, the 
foreword, by G. Lyle Belsley, director of 
the Civil Service Assembly of the United 
States and Canada, the explanations on 
how to use the three sections, and the score 
cards were added. 


personnel 


As a classification plan is the foundation 
stone around which any well-rounded per- 
sonnel program should be developed, the 
board now plans to make this basic tool 
known to the profession through adequate 
publicity, for the work of the board will 
not be accomplished until each library both 


large and small has adopted a classification 
plan which will meet its own specific needs. 
These plans prepared by the board should 
not be taken over blindly, either as a whole 
or in part, by any library. They should 
serve, rather, as models to be carefully 
checked against and adapted to meet the 
conditions existing within the library’s 
own organization. 

The publication of these plans marks the 
accomplishment of the first step in the 
preparation of plans for all types of li- 
braries. Although final decision has not 
been made as to the exact order in which 
the other plans will be prepared, it is likely 
that the next three groups will be, in 
order named, libraries in institutions of 
higher education, 


school libraries, and 


county libraries. 

A subcommittee of the board is now at 
work on the preparation of classification 
plans for four groups of libraries in insti- 
tutions of higher education, namely, uni- 
versity, college, junior college, and teacher 
training. This subcommittee was ap- 
pointed early in 1939, first as a Committee 
on Budgets, Compensation, and Schemes of 
Service of the Association of College and 
Reference Libraries, and became a sub- 
committee of the board in June, 1939. Its 
of Louis Shores, 
George Peabody College for Teachers Li- 
brary School, chairman; Mary Vick Bur- 


membership consists 
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ney, University of ‘Tennessee Junior 
College Library; John Richards, Univer- 
sity of Washington Library; Fremont 
Rider, Wesleyan University Library; and 
Eugene Wilson, Iowa State College Li- 
brary. 

The subcommittee and board met to- 
gether on several occasions at the San 
Francisco conference to outline procedures 
and to discuss methods of work on the 
plans for these four groups of institutions. 
It is hoped that a first draft will be mailed 
for criticism and suggestion early in 1940. 

As a means of collecting the necessary 
data on which the plans will be based, 
librarians in these four types of institutions 
mentioned above have been asked to fur- 
nish information on such items as classifi- 
cation and pay plans, schemes of service 
and salary schedules, which are in use in 
their libraries, or in their institutions as a 
whole, as well as data on the faculty rank 
accorded their chief librarians and staff 
members. 

Another method employed in gathering 
material has been through visits to these 
institutions. Miss Timmerman visited six- 
teen libraries in these four groups on her 
way to the San Francisco conference. 

In addition to the methods already used, 
the librarians of several libraries in each 
group are to be asked to cooperate by mak- 
ing a job analysis which will furnish the 
chief source of material for the plans. 

Until the plans for the other types of 
libraries are prepared, all librarians, not 
only those in municipal public libraries, 
should find helpful suggestions in the plans 
for public libraries. 

That these plans are meeting a real need 
is evidenced by the number of requests 
about their use which are being received 
at A.L.A. Headquarters. Not only have 
librarians shown considerable interest, but 


such groups as civil service commissions 
and city survey commissions have also 
made inquiries about them. Their object 
is, of course, to fit the librarians of their 
governmental units, not only into their 
professional classification, but also into 
general schemes which include all city or 
state employes. Social workers who are 
drawing up personnel standards for their 
own profession have also consulted the 
A.L.A. plans. 

A brief summary of these plans was pre- 
pared at the request of the Trustees Sec- 
tion of the A.L.A. for its use at the San 
Francisco conference, as classification and 
pay plans was one of the topics discussed at 
its general and group meetings. 

The fact that several libraries have been 
able to use these plans with their boards 
of trustees and city administrations to 
raise salaries and other standards is an- 
other practical evidence of their usefulness. 
Four surveys made recently have used the 
plans as a measuring stick. 

Two articles of great value on classifica- 
tion and pay plans appeared in the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin during the year. The first, “Clas- 
sification and Pay Plans” by Eleanor Hitt, 
Miss Hitt at the 
board’s open meeting in Kansas City (see 
A.L.A. Bulletin 32:697-702, October, 
1938). The other, “A.L.A. Classification 
and Pay Plans for Municipal Public Li- 
braries,” is a discussion of the A.L.A. plans 
by Lucy L. Morgan (see 4.L.4. Bulletin 
32 :1020-22, 1063, December, 1938). 


is a paper given by 


Individual librarians and committees of 
state and regional associations, notably, 
the Washington Library Association and 
the Pacific Northwest Library Association, 
have cooperated with the board in mak- 
intensive 


more 


ing a study of the 


score card section. It is hoped that as 


the result of this study, this section can 
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cumbersome. 
Miss 
Morgan discussed “Classification and Pay 
Plans for Municipal Public Libraries” at 
the meeting of Librarians of Large Public 


be made to less 


At the 


appear 


midwinter conference, 


Libraries, and Miss Timmerman spoke on 
the preparation of and need for such plans 
by college libraries at the meeting of Col- 
lege Librarians of the Middle West. At 
the Wisconsin Library Association meeting 
in October, 1938, she discussed this same 
subject for public libraries. 

The question of civil service in libraries 
is one to which librarians are paying in- 
creased attention. Many requests for ma- 
terial on the pros and cons of civil service 
in libraries were received both from public 
and university libraries. Not only have li- 
brarians asked for material stating the at- 
titude of librarians toward civil service in 
libraries but this information has also been 
requested by groups such as the Civil Serv- 
ice Assembly of the United States and 
Canada, the League of Wisconsin Munici- 
palities, and the Bureau of Research in 
Municipal Government at Bowdoin Col- 
lege. 

The board is collecting additional ma- 
terial on this subject and will have ready 
for publication, in the late fall or early 
winter, a book containing articles on both 
sides of the question, written by librarians 
and leaders in the civil service field. 

Leo R. Etzkorn spoke during the report 
year on the question of civil service before 
the Massachusetts Library Association and 
the New York Public Library Staff Asso- 
ciation. 

Tenure, another major function of the 
board, was given detailed consideration 
throughout the year. 

In June, 1938, the board made a deci- 
sion concerning the dismissal of Philip O. 


Keeney from Montana State University. 
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The board, in its decision, went on record 
“supporting the protest of the American 
Association of University Professors 
against the dismissal of Mr. Keeney with- 
out fair or adequate hearing.” The board 
further recommended “that Mr. Keeney 
be reinstated at Montana State University 
and given a fair and impartial trial.” 

Mr. Keeney took his case to the Mon- 
tana courts and a decision in his favor was 
reached in the lower courts. This deci- 
sion was appealed by the university but 
was upheld by the Supreme Court of Mon- 
tana in the spring of 1939. The board 
took the opportunity to report this favor- 
able action to the membership at San 
Francisco, both at its open meeting on 
June 20 and at the Council meeting on 
June 23. 

Although the cases considered during 
the year did not result in investigations 
other than those which could be conducted 
through correspondence, three cases were 
given special attention. One has been 
closed and two are still being investigated. 
In addition, several difficult situations 
which may eventually result in tenure 
cases have been brought to the board’s at- 
tention. 

Although each case has been of particu- 
lar concern to the board, time and thought 
have also been devoted to the procedures 
and policies which should be established 
in handling tenure cases. Certain tenta- 
tive decisions were made by the board at 
San Francisco. These decisions will be 
reconsidered and other policies and pro- 
cedures discussed during the fall and at the 
midwinter conference in order that the re- 
sults may be outlined tentatively as a code 
of practice on tenure questions. 

For example, decisions must be made on 
questions such as these: What constitutes 
case? 


a tenure Shall investigations be 
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made only when the person dismissed is 
an A.L.A. member at the time of his dis- 
missal? Are all dismissals—professional, 
subprofessional, clerical or other services— 
to be investigated, or is action to be limited 
solely to professional staff members? 

In order to have for consultation the 
policies and procedures of other groups 
which deal with tenure cases, additional 
material is to be collected in the fall to 
round out the body of material obtained 
two years ago. 

Appointments are also a concern of the 
board. Therefore, at its meeting in San 
Francisco, a protest was sent to the Presi- 
dent, Vice President and members of the 
Senate regarding the appointment of 
Archibald MacLeish as librarian of Con- 
gress. 

At San Francisco plans were developed 
to prepare a model scheme of service to 
be available in tentative form in 1940. 
The items which should be included in 
such a scheme were discussed and the work 
on the scheme assigned to the various 
members of the board. It is the board’s 
plan to prepare model service rating forms 
as soon as the project on the model scheme 
of service is completed. 

The work with the U. S. Bureau of 
Immigration concerning the entrance into 
this country of foreign librarians who wish 
to be placed in this country has been turned 
over to the board by the Committee on 


Federal Relations. 


of immigration is not ready to recognize 


Although the bureau 


librarianship as a learned profession to the 
extent that no restrictions, other than reg- 
ular ones would be placed on the entrance 
of librarians, it is willing to consider the 
merits of individual cases and to rule in 
regard to each of them. As a result, sev- 
eral librarians, particularly Canadian citi- 
zens, have been placed in positions in the 
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It is now 
apparently safe to tell our foreign col- 


leagues who wish posts in this country 


United States this past year. 


that while librarians have not been in- 
cluded in the classification of persons who 
are members of recognized learned pro- 
fessions, the organization desiring the 
services of a particular individual may file 
a petition for the importation of the per- 
son involved, in the manner described in 
Rule 9 of the immigration regulations. A 
decision can then be rendered as to whether 
the alien contract labor law is applicable 
to the position in mind. 

The board has felt that it is wise to con- 
tinue the policy of asking for a decision on 
each particular case until a body of evi- 
dence has been collected which will be 
sufficient to support a request to the U. S. 
Bureau of Immigration for a ruling cov- 
ering all cases. 

Again this year the board has suggested 
to the various groups of junior members 
that cost of living studies be undertaken. 
Although results are not yet available, ten 
state groups have, within the year, con- 
sidered the advisability of making such 
studies and several have undertaken them 
or are planning to do so. 

It is the board’s hope that a sufficient 
number of these studies will be made in 
various sections of the country so that 
they may not only be compared with the 
results of the sampling of the A.L.A. mem- 
bership made by the Committee on Sal- 
aries, Staff, and Tenure early in 1937, but 
also that they may be used to form a com- 
prehensive picture of conditions through- 
out the country. 

For the eight groups of general and 
salary statistics, which are published annu- 
ally in the 4.L.d. Bulletin, the board 


continues to act as joint sponsor with the 


result that the following articles accom- 
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panying these tables were written by mem- 
bers of the board or for the board: 

Etzkorn, Leo R. “Has the Recession 
Caught Up with the Public Library?” 
A.L.A. Bulletin 33:272-76, April, 1939. 

Kerr, Willis H. “Summary of 123 
Reports from College and University Li- 
A.L.A. Bulletin 33 :98-99, Feb- 
ruary, 1939. 

Kirk, Marguerite. “Comparing School 
Library and Total School Expenditures, 


braries.” 


1937-38.” A.L.A. Bulletin 33:108, Feb- 
ruary, 1939. 
Mohrhardt, Foster. “Analyzing the 


College and University Library Figures.” 
A.L.A. Bulletin 33:104-07, 
1939. 

Unger, Nell A. “Salaries in Lower 
Brackets Need Adjusting.” A.L.A. Bulle- 
tin 33:270-71, 277, April, 1939. 

An interest in exchanges continues. In 


February, 


most instances those wishing exchanges 
may be classified as (1) the younger mem- 
bers of the profession who cannot, in these 
times, find the right opportunity for per- 
manent placement, and (2) those who 
wish to stay in their present locations in- 
definitely, but who wish the stimulus re- 
sulting from a short period in another 
The board, therefore, plans to main- 
tain at headquarters, a file to be brought 


post. 


up to date annually, of persons desiring ex- 
changes and of libraries with which ex- 
changes can be made for that year. 

At the San Francisco conference, a one- 
day institute on library personnel prob- 
lems was held. This was sponsored jointly 
by the board and the Board of Education 
for Librarianship. “The group invited to 
attend was limited to a small number in 
order to allow opportunity for ample dis- 


cussion. About fifty librarians and several 


1 
ws" 
_ 


, 


personnel experts were in attendance. 
Eleanor Hitt, of the California State Li- 
brary, as leader, was most skilful and 
stimulating and Louis J. Kroeger, of the 
California State Personnel Board, in his 
preview of the field of personnel and by his 
outstanding interpretations of the relation- 
ship of library personnel problems to those 
in other fields, made a notable contribu- 
tion. The interest and enthusiasm of those 


in attendance has made the sponsors 
feel that similar meetings may well 
be arranged in other parts of the 


country. 

The board held an open meeting in 
connection with the San Francisco con- 
ference to discuss the use of classification 
and pay plans by state library associations, 
state library extension agencies, and indi- 
vidual libraries. 

In addition to the meetings with the 
subcommittee, several closed meetings of 
the board were held in connection with 
the annual and midwinter conferences and 
a three-day meeting was held in New York 
City in November, 1938. 

Paul North Rice was reelected and 
served as chairman for this report year. 
Nell A. Unger, who was appointed for a 
five-year term in September, 1938, found 
it necessary, because of distance, to resign 
from the board in July, 1939. Amy Win- 
slow was appointed to succeed Miss Unger 
and to serve from July, 1939, through 
August, 1943. 

PAuL NortH Rice, Chairman 

RALPH M. DUNBAR 

Leo R. ErzKorn 

Lucy L. Morcan 

Amy WINSLOW 

Haze B. TIMMERMAN, 
Executive Assistant 




















PROGRESS IN 


LIBRARY 





EX TENSION 


‘Report of the Library Extension ‘Board 


For the Year Ending July 312, 1939 


EFINITE progress was made in 
the extension of public library 
service to people heretofore with- 
out it through the establishment of some 
hundred large unit libraries in the year 
1938-39. 
look, however, were the project for fed- 
eral aid for libraries and the plans de- 


More important in the long 


veloped in the states for use of the grants; 
vigorous state aid campaigns—successful 
in a few instances, at a time when most 
appropriations were being reduced; the 
strengthening of a few state agencies; en- 
actment of legislation permitting units 
larger than a county; and greater co- 
ordination of effort among the many in- 
terested groups. 

The other side of the picture is that 
many state library agencies are far too 
weak for leadership; that the number of 
states with state aid is still small, espe- 
cially with the loss of Michigan; that the 
needed stimulus and help of federal aid is 
still in the future; and that there is evi- 
dently much to do in arousing and or- 
ranizing the citizen interest essential for 
more rapid extension and development of 
public library service. 


A RECOUNT 
The number of people in the United 
States without public library service has 
decreased by almost three million since 
1934, according to a recount just made 
for the board by the statistical assistant, 
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in cooperation with the League of Library 


Commissions and the individual state 
More than 42 million, how- 
still this 


educational service. Moreover, these sta 


agencies. 
ever, are without essential 
tistics are necessarily based on 1930 census 
figures and so fail to take into account 


the increase in population since that time. 





1935 Per Cent 1934 Per Cent 
With library 
service $0,596,235 65.7 7 $4,945 03 
Without library 
service 42,17 34.3 45,13 8 3 
122,7 1 122,7 s6 





Rural people constitute 91.8 per cent 
of the 42 million without library service. 


Moreover, these handicapped rural people 


form 71.9 per cent of the entire rural 
population. 
Pe ! 
s Cer ( 
Rural without 38,744, 91.8 39,673,217 87 
Urban without 3,433,904 8.2 5,456,881 12.1 
42,178,811 I 45,130,098 1 


Out of some 3000-odd counties, there 
are still 897 without a single public li- 
brary within their boundaries, as com- 
pared with 1000 in 1934. Only 40 cities 


of over 10,000 population lack public 


libraries. Library extension is primarily 


a rural need. 


RELIEF Projects REACH New AREAS 

Books are reaching some two million of 
the people without regularly established 
through W.P.A. 
and N.Y.A. rural library projects. Most 


ot these are now set up on a state-wide 


public library service 
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basis, either under the direct supervision 
of the official state library agency or in 
close relation to it, with professional li- 
brarians serving as state and district super- 
visors. The library consultant in the 
federal office aided greatly in correlation 
with established library agencies and pro- 
grams. 

It is difficult to generalize about the 
effect of so far-flung and varied a service. 
State aid appropriations have undoubtedly 
been stimulated in some states, however; 
regularly established county libraries in 
charge of trained librarians have  suc- 
ceeded W.P.A. demonstrations in a num- 
ber of instances; and newly established 
regional libraries, as in Vermont and 
Louisiana, have given a larger service 
than their appropriations alone would have 
made possible by using relief workers as 
ids to the regular staff. 


PLANNING FOR FEDERAL AID 


Federal aid legislation, growing out of 
the recommendations of President Roose- 
velt’s Advisory Committee on Education, 
has had the enthusiastic backing of this 
board, which set federal aid for libraries 
as an objective a decade ago. The board 
believes that the proposed grants of 
$2,000,000 to $6,000,000 annually for 
rural public library service would do much 
to stimulate as well as equalize library 
development. While the legislative cam- 
paign has been in the hands of the Commit- 
tee on Federal Relations, close cooperation 
has been maintained. 

A major objective of the board for the 
year was an analysis of the significance 
for library extension of the federal aid 
project, and stimulation and advisory serv- 
ice to the states in drafting plans for use 
of the grants so as to develop state-wide 


library service. Principles rather than a 


“model state plan” were emphasized, for 
it is basic in the federal aid project that 
state plans are to be set up in the states 
and be adapted to their widely varied 
conditions and political patterns. Plans 
already set up by many state library 
associations were in too general terms to 
meet this need. 

The board called attention to the need 
of planning and offered help, in a cir- 
cular letter to state library planning com- 
mittees, presidents of state and regional 
associations, and state library extension 
agencies. Individual board or staff mem- 
bers met with state leaders in three in- 
formal regional discussion meetings in the 
fall—in Chicago, and in connection with 
the Southeastern and Southwestern library 
associations—and spoke at the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association and a 
regional meeting in Colorado. Open dis- 
cussion meetings were held at the mid- 
winter and San Francisco conferences. 
Advisory service in particular state situa- 
tions was carried on through field work, 
individual conferences, and correspond- 
ence. 

A discussion outline and tool, entitled 
Federal Aid for Libraries; Preparations 
Needed in the States for Securing and 
Using Federal Grants, was prepared with 
the aid of the other interested boards, in 
two editions, and distributed at the meet- 
ings and by mail. 

An immediate result was the recogni- 
tion of the need in many states of broad- 
ening the powers of the state agency or 
strengthening it, and of legislative au- 
thorization of units larger than a county. 
These are discussed later. 

To avoid delay in acceptance of federal 
grants when available, in case the state 
legislature was not in session, it was found 
feasible in some states to enact general 
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authorizations. Such acts were passed in 
nine states—Illinois, lowa, New Mexico, 


Ohio, Oklahoma, 


Vermont, and West Virginia—in some 


Oregon, ‘Tennessee, 
cases for library grants only, in others 
for the whole field of educational grants 
included in the pending bills. 


STATE GRANTS 

Results of 1937 and 1938 appropria- 
tions had been striking enough for the 
board to set information and advisory serv- 
ice in state aid as a major objective for 
a year when most legislatures were in 
session. The board continued to study 
administrative and 
cleared information about current legis- 


problems, collected 


lative projects, mimeographed and dis- 
tributed as a practical aid, Legislative 
Campaign of the Michigan Library As- 
sociation, and the compilation, State 
Grants to Libraries and in Related Fields, 
and reprinted -and made available to the 
states the popular leaflet, the policy state- 
ment of the board, and Judson T. Jen- 
nings’ State Aid for Libraries. 

Fully a third of the states planned 
legislative campaigns. The following met 
with success : 


Arkansas. Renewal of appropriation of $100,000 
for the biennium, for grants for county and regional 
libraries and for the state library commission itself 

British Columbia. Increase from $1000 to $5000 
for grants to the three regional libraries 


New Hampshire. Continuation of one regional book 
automobile service (begun on an experimental basis) 
was provided for by an increase in the regular budget 
of the public library commission. Not called “state 
aid’’"—but is comparable to that of Vermont 

Nova Scotia. Provision of grants for regional li- 
braries in the ratio of $1 to each $3 of local appropria- 
tions 

Ohio. Renewal of appropriation for the biennium 
(but $100,000 instead of $150,000) for public library 
development. The state library board has been em 
phasizing grants to one strong library in each county 
to enable it to extend service to rural areas 

Vermont. Renewal of appropriation of $25,000 for 
the biennium to continue the program of coordinated 
library service through four regional centers and 
book automobile services 


With “reduction of expenditures” the 
watchword in many states, it is not sur- 


prising that state aid appropriations failed 
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to pass in Minnesota, Montana, North 
Carolina, Texas, and Wisconsin (though 
foundations were laid for the future), that 
the governor of Illinois vetoed a state aid 
bill, or that several library legislative com- 
mittees were persuaded that the time was 
not auspicious for introducing measures. 

Encouragement was found in the recom- 
mendation in the the New 
York Regents’ Education for 


report of 
Inquiry, 
Life, of 
$500,000 for regional or county libraries. 


American annual grants of 
Repeal of the appropriating section of 
the Michigan Act of 1937, for a 


tinuing annual state aid fund of $500,000, 


con- 


came the last night of the 1939 session, 
as part of a hurried effort to balance the 
budget. It is a hard blow to library 
progress. Plans are under way, however, 
to reopen the matter with the next legis- 
lature. The grants distributed in 1938-39 


have left their impress on the state. 


STATE AGENCY LEADERSHIP 


Strengthening of state and provincial 
responsibility and leadership through state 
library agencies—long an objective of the 
board—has become a more widely recog- 
nized need with the spread of state aid 
and the possibility of federal aid. Even 
state legislatures have been influenced by 
the fear of losing possible federal grants 
because of the lack of an adequate state 
The board welcomes the 
emphasis of President Munn and of the 
Activities 


library agency. 
Committee on the need of 


strengthening state agencies that are 
handicapped in personnel and resources, 
and in a few states, of replacing political 
appointees with librarians. It has given 


advisory service, and its official statement, 


The State Library Agency; its Func- 
tions and Organization, has been widely 
used. Much more could be done by 
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field work, if travel funds were available. 

Five states and one province took legis- 
lative action toward providing or strength- 
ening official state leadership: 


Alabama. A public library division was created in 
the department of archives and history, with a board 
of five members. 


Illinois. The state library law was revised, continu- 
ing the set-up under the secretary of state, but adding 
an advisory committee of seven librarians, appointed by 
him to represent regional library districts. Also au 
thorizes the acceptance and administration of federal 
aid. 


Iowa. A reorganization act combined the extension 
functions of the state library commission and the 
general book collection of the state library in a “State 
Traveling Library’’—one of four library agencies to 
operate under a new state library board. 


Nova Scotia. The regional libraries commission be- 
gan to function in December, 1938, with Nora Bate- 
son, a member of this board, as director. Appropria- 
tion for the year, $6500. 


Tennessee. A first appropriation of $20,000 was 
made for the library division of the state department 
of education, contingent on federal aid. 


West Virginia. A first appropriation of $5000 was 
made for the state library commission, created in 1929, 
and the governor was authorized to increase the 
amount, if necessary to qualify for federal aid. 


Efforts failed, however, to secure first 
appropriations for the Montana Library 
Commission and the South Carolina State 
Library Board (where a temporary ap- 
propriation had made possible several 
months’ work of an organizer); to re- 
organize the Colorado State Library, the 
Idaho Free Traveling Library Commis- 
sion, and the Washington State Library; 
and to broaden the powers of the Texas 
Library and Historical Commission. 

Appropriations for the older state agen- 
cies were increased in a few instances (as 
Illinois, New Hampshire, New Mexico, 
and Oregon), or held their own when 
other departments were seriously cut. In 
other instances, they, too, suffered from 
the wave of economy. 

The place of the state library was em- 
phasized anew in Oregon in the dedica- 
tion of the commodious and dignified state 
library building in April, 1939. 


CouUNTY AND REGIONAL LIBRARIES 


Progress is evident in larger units of 
library service and in state-wide plans for 


development of them under state or fed- 
eral aid or both. The board continued 
information and advisory service, and re- 
vised and enlarged its compilation on 
Regional or District Libraries. 

Five states and one province passed new 
laws or amended older legislation to per- 
mit regional or joint county library serv- 
ice—Alabama, Indiana, Montana, Nova 
Scotia, Oregon, and West Virginia. 

Establishment of new service came as a 
result of the stimulus and help of state 
grants (in Arkansas, Louisiana, Michi- 
gan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Vermont) ; 
or of demonstration service with W.P.A. 
help; or was a by-product of improved 
economic conditions where interest over a 
period of years had laid a firm founda- 
tion. 

Regional library development came in 
Louisiana, where the demonstration tri- 
parish service with headquarters at Winn- 
field was put on a permanent basis with 
state aid, and a new service started with 
headquarters at Ruston. In Kentucky, a 
four or five county service, with head- 
quarters at Murray, is being set up in the 
summer of 1939 through cooperation be- 
tween the T.V.A., the state teachers col- 
lege library, the several counties, and the 
state library extension division. The serv- 
ice of Vermont’s four regional library 
centers and book automobiles in supple- 
menting and extending the many small 
libraries was intensified. A corresponding 
demonstration regional service in New 
Hampshire will be continued with state 
funds. Nova Scotia’s interest is shown 
by the choice of the former head of the 
Prince Edward Island demonstration as 
the director of its new provincial regional 
libraries commission. 

More than a hundred additions have 
been made during the year to the board’s 
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list of counties with county or regional 
service, making a total of 401 counties by 
the end of the year. ‘The list includes 
only those counties in which at least 
$1000 is appropriated from county or state 
funds. 


small 


Many more counties are making 
demonstration 
W.P.A. and other rural projects. 


contributions to 


CoorRDINATED EFFORT 


Following the discussion conference 
with 


February, 1938, continuing relations were 


rural leaders in Washington in 
maintained with various activities of the 
great Department of Agriculture. The 
chairman of the board addressed the As- 
sociation of Land-Grant Colleges on “The 
Extension of Library Facilities in Rural 
Areas” (see School and Society for March 
25, 1939). Copy was prepared on re- 
quest for a Farmers’ 


Bulletin on rural 


libraries. A suburban resettlement project 
was visited. A regional field agent of the 
Program Study and Discussion Division 
spoke at the A.L.A. midwinter conference 
and his address was published in the 
March Bulletin. 


with 


The board is watching 
interest Iowa’s experiment of an 
extension librarian who coordinates the 
work of the state college library and the 
agricultural extension service. 
Opportunity to meet a cross section of 
rural leaders was afforded by the Ameri- 
can Country Life 
elected the secretary of the board a vice 


Association—which 


president—and library developments were 
reported in its organ, Rural America. At 
the New Orleans meeting of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation and its Associ- 
ated Women, Essae M. Culver, of the 
board, brought a book automobile as an 
exhibit. The library committee of the 
American Home Economics Association 
continued to work through state commit- 
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tees and state home demonstration agents 
in developing rural reading projects. The 
American Association for Adult Education 
stimulated interest in rural library service 
through publication of the study, Rural 
Humble. 


Many citizen organizations are becom- 


America Reads, by Marion 
ing increasingly interested in library de- 
velopment, and are emphasizing through 
their established channels such methods as 
state planning, large units, state and fed- 
eral The 
serves as chairman of the Library Service 
Committee and a member of the Board of 
Managers of the National Congress of 


aid. secretary of the board 


Parents and Teachers, as technical adviser 
to the Library Service Committee of the 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
and works closely with the American As- 


General 
sociation of University Women. Rotary 
both 
mimeographed circulars on library service, 
with the cooperation of the A.L.A. 
Citizen 


and Kiwanis International issued 


and 
mobilized by state citizens’ library com- 


interest is also aroused 
and 
Section of the 


mittees in some fourteen states, 


through the Trustees 


A.L.A. The board and staff work closely 
with both. 
The Public Administration Clearing 


House, with headquarters in Chicago, is 
often called on for information. In re- 
turn, articles on public library develop 
ment and the work of the A.L.A. were 
written for the Municipal Year Book of 
the International City Managers’ Associ- 
ation. 

Within the field the board 
naturally works closely with the Library 
Service Division of the U. S. Office of 
Education, the League of Library Com- 


library 


missions and the National Association of 
State Libraries, the individual state library 


extension agencies, the planning commit- 
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tees of many state associations, and the 
County and Regional Libraries Section. 
Individual libraries have cheerfully met 
calls for help—for example, the Public 
Library of and Hamilton 
County contributed a book automobile 
exhibit for the convention of the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers in Cin- 
cinnati and of the American Country Life 
Association at Lexington, Ky. 


Cincinnati 


BoARD AND STAFF 


Essae M. Culver was appointed to the 
board for a five-year term beginning in 
September, 1938, succeeding Mary U. 
Rothrock. R. Wilson was re- 
elected chairman for 1938-39. The board 
held business and open meetings at the 
The 
in extension 
movements in their own states and regions, 


Louis 


annual and midwinter conferences. 


members also 


were active 
and brought that experience to bear on 
national problems. 

The secretary of the board is also chief 
of the Public Library Division (which 
carries on general public library informa- 
tion and advisory service and includes an 
adult education specialist who is secretary 
to the Adult Education Board), and chief 
of the Department of Information and 
Advisory Services, and secretary of the 
Federal Relations Committee. She and 
the general assistant in the division 


are therefore able to 


correlate related 


wn 
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activities advantageously but are far 
from being a full-time library extension 


staff. 


IMMEDIATIVE OBJECTIVES 


The board values the emphasis placed 
on library extension as a fundamental 
A.L.A. project by the Activities Commit- 
tee and is giving serious consideration to 
the specific recommendations which apply 
to its work. It invites the interest and 
help of all members of the Association, 
for it has found university librarians, 
school librarians, staffs of large city li- 
braries, and 
and 


others as about 
support development of 
complete library service for their state and 
region as those specially labeled “exten- 
sion workers.” 


concerned 
ready to 


In the coming year, the board plans to 
emphasize: strengthening the state library 
agencies; more field work in the weaker 
states; representation at regional meet- 
ings; continued emphasis on state and 
federal aid; and cooperation with all rural 
agencies and groups. 

Louts R. Wirson, Chairman 

Nora BATESON 

Essazk M. CuLver 

Harriet C. Lone 

Matcotm G. WYER 

Juxvia WricHTt MErriLy 
Secretary, and Chief, 
Public Library Division 
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Fourteenth -Annual ‘Report 


For the Year Enc 


N OUR annual report for last year 
we enumerated signs of a renaissance 
of interest in adult 


During the 


and activity 
education among librarians. 
year just passed such signs have grown 


more definite Some of 


and frequent. 
these evidences are not tangible enough to 
allow enumeration but a ground swell of 
interest is very apparent to those who view 
the national scene through the windows 
of the Association’s clearing hcuse on li- 
brary adult education problems. It is 
apparent in the increasing frequency of in- 
quiries; in their serious character (from 
librarians about to act on long-held con- 
victions who want advice on practical first 
steps to take) ; in the requests for printed 
information, exhibits, scrapbooks, aids; in 
the increased attendance at a larger num- 
ber of adult education meetings; in the 
gradual spreading of interest and serious 
regard for adult education as a library 
function revealed in the correspondence 
and conversation of librarians, especially 
the younger librarians. 


TANGIBLE EVIDENCE 


There is also some tangible evidence. 


Several new readers advisory services 
were established during the past year or 
are about to be established. All of these 
are in medium-sized or smaller libraries. 


Another large library ( Portland, Ore.) 
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ling July 31, 1939 


is about to experiment with a readers 
advisory corps of several cooperating as- 
sistants in place of a single readers ad- 
viser. 

Another large city library (Chicago) is 
extending and perfecting its organization 
of readers advisory service in the branches. 

There are many reports of new arrange- 
ments to cooperate with various types of 
adult education and community organiza- 
tion—vocational guidance centers, forums, 
rural women’s groups, refugee classes, con- 
sumer groups, new type evening adult 
schools, labor groups, etc. 

One small library (Cortland, N.Y.) has 
given a notable demonstration of lead- 
ership in organizing the latent art and 
music interests and mak- 
ing the library a veritable community cul- 
tural center. 


of the town 


Another library in a medium-sized city 
(Springfield, Ill.) has taken the leadership 
in coordinating the adult education inter- 
ests of the city and making the library a 
kind of community secretariat for the 
group. 

A few more state library associations 
(Nebraska, Wisconsin, Illinois) have ap- 
pointed special adult education committees 
to stimulate interest and give assistance 
among the smaller libraries of the state 
and to work with other adult education 
groups in the state to plan for the use of 
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possible federal funds for adult education 
and other purposes. 

More library schools are adding courses 
in reader guidance and adult education 
work and are giving more consideration to 
adult education in the curriculum. The 
board’s traveling exhibit of adult educa- 
tion work in libraries has been in constant 
use by library schools in all sections of the 
country for the past six months. Western 
Reserve University is now added to the 
list of library schools sponsoring an insti- 
tute on adult education for librarians in 
service, and evidences of stimulation of 
interest and activity among librarians who 
attended the institutes at Simmons Col- 
lege last fall and at the University of 
Chicago in the summer of 1937, are still 
coming to light. 


CAUSES OF PROGRESS 


The exact causes for this steady increase 
in awareness and accomplishment in adult 
education among libraries cannot be ap- 
praised accurately. Probably the principal 
reason is simply the force of the logic in 
the adult education challenge to libraries. 
The complexity of the problems of living 
—both individual and social—multiplies 
greatly as civilization advances and most 
of us still have faith to believe that edu- 
cation is a primary help in the solution of 
these problems. Obviously printed matter 
is increasingly involved in most of this 
needed education. In the midst of this 
situation the public library stands as the 
free, publicly owned, democratic distribu- 
tor and agent of print. It has no choice 
but to reshape its methods and objectives 
to this supremely important new obliga- 
tion. 

But among the more proximate reasons 
must be mentioned the publication in 1938 


by the American Association for Adult 
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Education of Alvin Johnson’s The Public 
Library—A People’s University. Few 
books in recent years have been so quoted 
and discussed by librarians as has this one. 
Nearly every librarian seems to have read 
it. Its stimulating effects have been re- 
markable. ‘Three times as many copies of 
this study have been sold as of any other 
of the series of which it is a part. Under 
the auspices of the American Association 
for Adult Education a discussion of points 
of view suggested by the book was held at 
Princeton in late January, 1939, some 
thirty librarians attending. A similar dis- 
cussion under the auspices of the board 
was-held preceding the San Francisco con- 
ference, and another is contemplated for 
The 
book has served as a backlog for discus- 
sions among staff groups in local libraries 
and in other library meetings. The board 
has prepared a set of leading questions 
based on Dr. Johnson’s book for use in 
such staff discussions. 


the Cincinnati conference in 1940. 


Tue NEED FoR PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 


But the board suspects that librarians 
need not so much to be awakened to the 
general challenge of adult education now 
as to have tangible suggestions of how to 
meet it. Its publications have therefore 
been with this in view. In the past nine 
months it has sponsored or negotiated for 
the publication of an informal suggestion 
book and guide to study on the problems 
of readers advisory service, Helping the 
Reader toward Self-Education, by Chan- 
cellor, Tompkins, and Medway; a list of 
the books most used by readers advisers 
in introducing various subject fields, Books 
for Self-Education, by Sigrid A. Edge; 
and a sample book of the varied types of 
adult education service rendered by cer- 
tain large and small libraries together with 
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some first suggestions on building library 
adult education services for the future. 
This last volume is titled, Helping Adults 
to Learn—the Library in Action. 

In the Wilson Bulletin for March, 1939, 
the board set down suggestions on fifteen 
specific problems which adult education 
committees of state library associations can 
attack. 
separate 


This has been reprinted as a 
and committee 
members and many others interested. In 


accordance with the policy mentioned be- 


distributed to 


low, of aiding librarians to educate them- 
selves in the principles and practices of 
giving adult education service, it is also 
sponsoring in the 4.L.4. Bulletin a series 
of articles to acquaint librarians with some 
of the newer phases of adult education— 
rural discussion groups, consumer educa- 
tion, consumer cooperatives, education for 
family living, vocational adjustment and 
general personal guidance work, propa- 
ganda analysis, newer phases of workers’ 
education, etc. Each article, written by a 
person of prominence and experience in the 
field, will attempt to help librarians un- 
derstand the causes, purposes, and scope of 
each movement, what the main sources of 
information on it are, and what services it 
needs from libraries. 

The board also has in process a new 
type of printed reading course, adaptable 
to the needs of various types of readers and 
libraries; a folder for distribution by li- 
braries to acquaint people with the public 
library as a resource for self-education; 
and a list and discussion of Books for 
Adult Beginners, by Pauline J. Fihe and 
others, intended to help the librarian with 
the reading problems of the adult who has 
less than sixth-grade reading ability. A 
beginning has also been made on the major 
study mentioned in earlier reports, a blue- 
print in considerable detail of a well- 
rounded community adult education center 
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in which self-education through reading 
would be the keystone. 

The board, through its headquarters 
representative, has also cooperated to a 
considerable extent with the Association’s 
special committees on Visual Methods, 
Parent Education, Radio, with the Board 
on Library Service to Children and Young 
People on problems of informal education 
for youth, and with the Library Extension 
Board on service to the rural discussion 
group program. ‘The progress made in 
these fields is reported by the respective 
committees and boards. 


SoME IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVES 


The very definite growth of adult edu- 
cation interest and service among librarians 
briefly summarized in the earlier para- 
graphs is encouraging. It is a slow but 
definite growth—an indication, perhaps, of 
health and permanence. But when one 
spends a little thought on the ultimate 
goals for adult education service through 
libraries—such as those suggested in John- 
son, Learned, and some of the board’s re- 
cent publications—he realizes that there 
is a great distance to travel yet and dares 
allow no great elation over the upward 
trend noticed during the last few years. 
We therefore suggest the following five 
objectives on which we and all librarians 
concerned with service to adults should 


focus attention in the immediate future. 


1. Emphasis on an Educational Objective 
in Adult Service’ 


While there may be some small justifi- 
cation of the commonly heard claim that 
there has been an educational objective in 
all public library service for many years, 
it has been so incidental and so mixed with 
a miscellany of other objectives that the 


1See “The 


Need to Redirect and Unify 
Service,” 


Adult 
by Ernestine Rose, in Helping 


idults t 


learn, pages 175-81 
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claim is quite unsubstantial. A fully con- 
scious educational objective is needed and 
lacking in the adult service of most public 
libraries in the land today. We have only 
begun to be aware of the full meaning and 
implication of adult service with a definite 
and thoroughgoing educational objective. 
We need to think in this direction much 
more persistently and realistically until we 
develop a pretty fair working blueprint for 
the future of a type of informal service 
institution for adults in the field of printed, 
audio, and visual materials that can hon- 
estly be called educational. We should 
perhaps change our phrase from “adult 
education” to “adult service for educa- 
tion.” 


2. Experiments and Demonstrations 


To supplement our thinking on educa- 
tional objectives we need actual try-outs 
in many libraries of whatever speculative 
The board is 
planning to pool such plans and schemes 
and to compile a kind of sheaf of sketches 
of service schemes in adult education out 
of which most libraries may be able to pick 
one or more plans which seem suited to 
trial in the local situation. 


plans we may arrive at. 


It welcomes 
contributions to this collection of service 
schemes. It is hoped that such demon- 
will be staffed 
Certain 
kinds of experiment are costly and may 
need financial help from outside, but we 
believe that these should for the most part 
be exercises in self-help, that they should 
be more in the nature of experiments in 


strations 


financed and 


largely from local resources. 


2 


“mental reorganization,” than in the im- 


portation of new resources. For example, 


is there a city library system which would 
designate one or a few of its best suited 


ganization of Adult Education in a 
.’ by Alice M. Farquhar, Library 
t, January 15, 1938; and “An Or- 
nization Plan for Adult Education in a Public 
elping Adults to Learn, pages 182-87. 





branches for an intensive emphasis on adult 
education service? 


3. Qualitative Tests of Service’ 


In order to plan demonstrations of serv- 
ices really needed and wanted in the com- 
munity, and in order to appraise their 
effectiveness afterward, we need to acquire 
a habit of testing for quality. Our testing 
and measurement in libraries have been 
very largely quantitative in purpose and 
character. We rather need to know the 
satisfactoriness of certain services given 
from the point of view of the user. We 
need to probe for latent educational needs 
and desires in potential users. We need 
to know the psychological reactions pro- 
duced in the public by our architectural 
arrangements, our displays (or lack or 
them), our routines, our personnel, our 
locations, our various types of reading 
material. We need to know the relative 
weights in an educational scale of our 
different services and types of reading ma- 
terial. We need to investigate many such 
matters—as though we were genuinely 
interested in a genuinely educational serv- 
ice. 


4. Training 


Concurrently with the promotion of 
each of these other objectives, we must 
emphasize training for the adult education 
work of libraries—both in library schools 
and among librarians in service. Li- 
brarians cannot rightly be rated educators 
without having somewhere, some time, 
studied the theory and practice of educa- 
tion itself. At present we are little more 
than distributors of the materials of edu- 
cation as druggists are distributors of 
medical materials, and it is a much longer 

See “The Need to Redirect and Unify Adult 


Service,” by Ernestine Rose, in Helping Adults to 
Learn, pages 175-81 
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step to a really professional status than 
We need to study 
general educational theory, to know some- 


we have supposed. 


thing about the learning process, about ap- 
plied psychology, about the methods of 
research, about the community as a socio- 
logical category, and especially about the 
broad subject of reading—reading abilities, 
interests, deficiencies, grading, testing, etc. 
We need to liberalize our knowledge and 
thinking in a great many general fields 
in order to understand better the motiva- 
tions and points of view of readers seeking 
guidance. A few of the library schools 
have made a start in some of these direc- 
tions but it is little more than a start. 
Library staffs need to devote much more 
time to in-service training and study 
groups to gain a familiarity with some of 
these subjects which form a foundation 
for the new and extremely important pro- 


fession of informal educator to adults. 


5. Leadership 


As the adult education movement ap- 
proaches maturity and acquires a certain 
power and influence, there inevitably arise 
here and there traces of the competitive 
attitude among participating groups. 
What profession is to attain the leadership 
Which 
Who will 


At this juncture we should heed 


in the adult education movement? 
will be the most powerful? 
control ? 
the lesson of analogous social and political 
movements today that survival and prog- 
ress lie through cooperation. Dictatorship 
by any one group or method will clog the 
Poli- 


cies of laissez faire or isolation will con- 


smooth working of the machinery. 


tribute little in the way of solutions. No 
one form or method or medium of educa- 
tion is all sufficient. The adult especially 
wants variety in his approach—a little 
verbal instruction, a little visual instruc- 
tion, a little discussion, a little self-educa- 
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In the 


adult field especially we see the increasing 


tion with a book or pamphlet. 


necessity for sponsors of each method or 
type of material to coordinate, perhaps 
in the not distant future to combine, under 
one roof in the community. It is not in- 
conceivable that the evolution of the next 
few decades will see the eclipse of the con- 
cept and the institution technically known 
as a “school” by the wider concept of 
“education” and a new institution which 
will embrace nursery education and gradu- 
ate study, solitary study and community- 


wide forums, simple conversation and the 


latest in audio-visual machines. But 
throughout it all, print will probably con- 
tinue to play a very essential part. The 


expert in reading matter, the librarian- 
educator, may be the coordinator and man 
In fact, 
he is already in an unusually favorable 


of influence in such an evolution. 


position as the coordinator of education in 


his community, his state and _ nation. 
While he perfects himself as an informal 
educator it will also pay him to develop 
his educational contacts, particularly in 
the adult field, and to become a leader, 
not in the sense of a dictator, but rather as 
an advance man of an exploring party, as 
the one who issues the first invitation to 
fellow educators to come together to con- 
sider this determined trend toward coor- 
dination. The librarian is in a favored 
position to open this inevitable question: 
Can we not together build a better com- 
munity informal education center than 
any one of us can build singly? 

ERNESTINE Rose, Chairman 

LyMAN Bryson 

Auice M. FARQUHAR 

R. Russet, Munn 


RALPH A. ULVELING 


JoHN CHANCELLOR 
Adult Education Specialist 
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Seventh -Annual ‘Keport of the ‘Board on Library 
Service to CC hildren and Young ‘People 


For the Year Ending July 32, 1939 


ADIO listening, and gaining ex- 
and 


through motion pictures, are both 


perience understanding 


far- 
reaching implications for reading and for 


educational activities which have 


libraries. Because of many recent develop- 
ments this report emphasizes progress in 
library relations with radio and films as 
they affect service to children and young 
people. 

stressed the 
decrease in opportunity for reading, espe- 


Library reports have 
cially children’s and young people’s read- 
ing, resulting from the increase in time 
spent in listening to the radio and attend- 
This as- 


pect is important but perhaps even more 


ing commercial motion pictures. 


significant is the influence on the type and 
quantity of reading which radio and mov- 
ing pictures have, and that which they 
may have, as libraries and other educa- 
tional agencies become more skilful and 
more experienced in taking advantage of 
elements for stimulation of good reading 
inherent in many programs in each me- 
dium. As more experimenting is carried 
on, use of radio and film materials as es- 
sential parts of the library’s resources may 
prove to be of even greater importance. 

The board has been interested in de- 


velopments in children’s rooms and in 
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school libraries in various parts of the 
country in which outstanding radio pro- 
grams are used as an aid in reading guid- 
ance and in the stimulation of new reading 
interests. Drawing attention through the 
library to such national weekly series of 
children’s book programs as “Tales from 
Far and Near” (Columbia Broadcasting 
System) and “Adventure in Reading” 
(National Broadcasting Company) is a 
valuable and rather obvious library oppor- 
tunity. However, the extent to which 
children continue to read as a result of 
hearing one of the programs depends very 
much on the ability of librarians and 
teachers through suggestion, displays, bul- 
letins, releases, and other means to make 
certain that the idea of reading is asso- 
ciated with radio listening. 

Use of radio programs as an element in 
reading guidance is familiar in the cities 
in which public libraries or schools have 
been putting on book programs regularly. 
Such programs as those broadcast by the 
public libraries of Rochester, Los Angeles, 
New York, and Denver have been effec- 
tively used to introduce books and en- 
courage reading. However, there appears 
to have been less library use of the net- 
work educational programs for children 
and young people aside from the children’s 





564 


book programs than of adult educational 
programs, a result perhaps of lack of ac- 
quaintance with programs available. Se- 
ries programs such as “What Price Amer- 
ica,” “Americans All—Immigrants All,” 
“The World Is Yours,” “Words with 
“Words without Music,” “Ideas 
Come 


Music,” 
that 


“Frontiers of Democracy, 


True,” “New Horizons,” 
” “Youth Meets 
Government” have been used by a few li- 
braries as the occasion for focusing atten- 
tion on reading of poetry or science, of 
biography, or in conservation, as the case 
might be. Many more experiments with 
these and similar programs are needed to 
discover ways in which library use and 
reading experience can be extended and 
enriched through radio program influence. 

Gaining familiarity with the many ex- 
cellent educational programs which are 
broadcast regularly appears to be a prob- 
lem to children’s and school librarians as 
At the 
San Francisco conference the School Li- 
braries 


well as to parents and teachers. 
Section experimented with in- 
troducing national radio 
programs to visitors at the section booth 
by playing transcriptions of them. Such 
special means and planned listening by 
school and children’s librarians will help 


outstanding 


in providing a background for experi- 
menting with reading in relation to listen- 
ing. 

Since learning about good programs for 
children and young people is a problem for 
teachers, parents, and librarians alike, es- 
pecially helpful are the efforts of libraries 
to distribute and publicize periodic selected 
and annotated lists of programs made by 
audio-visual departments in the schools as 
Where 
such lists of good children’s and young 
people’s 


in Los Angeles and Chicago. 


programs not available, 


school and children’s librarians may initi- 


are 
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ate and cooperate in their preparation. 

A question which children’s and young 
people’s libraries face rather often is that 
of deciding whether or not to undertake 
putting a children’s book program on the 
air when time is provided. The recently 
published book of selected scripts called 
Radio Roads to Reading edited by Julia 
Sauer (H. W. Wilson, 1939) is evidence 
of the care and skill and time required in 
program preparation. It lends strength to 
the point of view of thoughtful children’s 
librarians in smaller libraries who question 
their own ability or their time to prepare 
programs of sufficiently high quality to 
justify their presentation. The highly spe- 
cialized skills needed in script writing and 
the technical ability necessary for produc- 
tion lead these librarians to feel that more 
valuable than their preparation of pro- 
grams is their contribution to radio sta- 


tions, local, 


national, as 
advisers in choice of material to fit chil- 


dren’s 


regional, and 


interests and in consultation on 
possible reading follow-up. 

A new angle of the library’s concern 
with radio will inevitably be introduced as 
soon as transcriptions of radio programs 
are readily available. Against that time, 
groups of school librarians and others will 
wish to consider the relation of the records 
to other educational materials and plan 
toward ways and means of synchronizing 
their care and use with that of other li- 
brary materials. 

In this field as in any other which is 
new an opportunity for group thinking and 
for sharing the experience of others is 
important. 


Consequently the Board on 
Library Service to Children and Young 
People noted with special interest that 
among the resolutions adopted by the New 
1938 fall 


meeting was one recommending “that the 


York Library Association at its 























SERVICE TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 565 


attention of school librarians be directed 
to the possibility of important develop- 
ments and activities in relation to the 
radio and the movies.” Also the School 
Library Association of California, North- 
ern Section, at its annual meeting in the 
spring of 1939 announced a newly estab- 
lished committee to work in the audio- 
visual field. 


FILMS AND LIBRARIES 


Libraries have long availed themselves 
of the stimulation to reading which comes 
with the appearance of a moving picture 
version of a well-known story. Even less 
known books come into popular use when 
libraries feature them during the picture’s 
showing. Of more serious concern than 
such reading stimulation is the consider- 
ation of educational films in relation to 
books and printed materials as educational 
resources of the community. Each com- 
munity and each library must study the 
local situation, both school and commu- 
nity, and determine the library’s responsi- 
bility in the selection and distribution of 
films. In Minneapolis, San Francisco, and 
Newark visual education activities are ad- 
ministered by a board of education library 
and visual department, under the direction 
of a trained librarian as the school sys- 
tem’s specialist in materials of instruction. 
In some other large cities the visual edu- 
cation program is separately administered. 

Probably the library’s part in handling 
films is more significant in county school 
systems or in small or medium-sized cities 
than in the large cities which may afford 
a separate administration when it is lo- 
cally desirable. Unit costs of films are 
much greater than unit costs of books, ne- 
cessitating a banding together of libraries 
or schools or school systems if economica! 
and sufficiently extensive film libraries are 


to be available. Even though many films 
will be rented from the state extension 
agency which has established that service 
and from its regional branches throughout 
the state, increasing use of films requires 
that films must be owned when use is 
frequent. In a cooperative arrangement it 
may often be the county or regional li- 
brary, the department of school libraries, 
or the city library which proves to be the 
most satisfactory service agent for the 
group. With films and books and other 
audio-visual materials administered to- 
gether, teachers and other patrons have the 
benefit of obtaining, through one source, 
various types of materials, thus having the 
chance to coordinate them for the fullest 
benefit to the student or community group 
involved. Ventura County Library in 
California is an example of a county li- 
brary which has such a plan in operation. 
It receives from each school district an 
annual sum based on the size of the school 
for the purchase of films and projectors. 
Selection of visual materials is in the hands 
of a Visual Materials Committee from the 
schools on which the librarian serves. It 
should be added that the library also re- 
ceives from each school district annually 
funds for purchase of books used in library 
service to the schools. 

As teachers need to use increased sources 
of materials—many books, pamphlets, 
magazines, films, and other visual aids and 
sound recordings—the possibility of keep- 
ing in touch with the various fields be- 
comes overwhelming. Without a library 
service adequate to select and organize ma- 
terials and to make them readily available 
for use, teachers who are expected to prac- 
tice modern methods of teaching are placed 
at a serious disadvantage. 

Impressions concerning the implications 
for libraries of current developments in 
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films have been 
gained for the most part from the com- 
ments of school, children’s, and young 
people’s librarians in the field. Through 
attendance at the Tenth Annual Institute 
for Education by Radio, the School Broad- 
cast Conference, and the First Midwest 
Forum on Visual Teaching Aids it was 
evident that such problems as educational 
utilization of radio programs and the dis- 
tribution and correlated use of educational 
films are much in the minds of the school 
administrators as well as the concern of 
leaders in education by radio and films. 
What part library participation and co- 


radio and educational 


operation in the program may play in the 
solution will probably depend on the ex- 
tent to which libraries associate them- 
selves with developments and study with 
other educators plans most satisfactory 
for school and community. 


FROM THE FIELD 


During a field trip which included a 
brief stop in Denver and a number of 
visits in California the various ways of 
providing elementary school library serv- 
ice were observed with special interest. 
Some actively functioning libraries were 
seen directed by teacher-librarians working 
under a school library supervisor as in 
Sacramento, Palo Alto, and Denver. In 
others, full-time, professionally trained 
school librarians were in each school’s li- 
brary and were under the direction of a 
school library in Long 
Beach. Even without the advantage of 
central school library rooms in all schools, 


supervisor, as 


extensive advisory service and central ma- 
chinery for selecting a wealth of book ma- 
terials made reading readily available to 
teachers in some systems, as in Los Angeles. 
Book service to rural children through 


county libraries was observed in some 
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schools which had small active library 
rooms and in others where the book truck 
stops frequently as in Colusa and Ventura 
counties. Close with the 


schools in selection and provision of many 


cooperation 


books for classroom use as well as fine 
children’s books in county branch libraries 
provided fresh and appropriate materials 
as in Fresno and Los Angeles counties. 
Whatever the pattern there are many ac- 
tivities and developments in elementary 
school library service which, as we can 
know more about them, will help in our 
thinking toward establishment of elemen- 
tary school library service in communities 
still without it. 


IMPORTANT CONFERENCES 


The future of elementary school library 
service was felt to be of primary impor- 
tance in the spring conference of state 
school library supervisors called together 
by Commissioner John W. Studebaker of 
the U. S. Office of Education. Under the 
leadership of Nora Beust, specialist in 
school libraries of the Library Service Di- 
vision in the Office of Education, and with 
the help of various members of the divi- 
sion and other Office of Education staff, 
many school library problems were dis- 
cussed. In addition to recognition of the 
need for study of elementary school li- 
braries the group considered certification 
of school librarians, determination of li- 
brarian load, the school 
libraries, and services which school libraries 
desire from the Office of Education. 

At the School of Library Service, Co- 
lumbia University, a conference for school 
librarians who had had at least a year’s 


evaluation of 


training and five years’ experience brought 


together one hundred experienced people 
for consideration of the effects on school 
library administration of such factors as 
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changing school curriculum, advances in 
the teaching of reading, remedial reading 
instruction, new use of radio, films and 
microphotography, increased con- 
sciousness and understanding of the com- 
munity and its needs. 

At the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill a three-day institute for school 
librarians in the state was attended by a 
large proportion of the entire group. It 
was a working conference at which there 
was opportunity for small group study of 
mutual problems as well as the stimu- 
lation and opening up of new ideas by 
leaders. 


and 


At Texas State College for Women at 
Denton a spring week-end institute for 
school librarians gave opportunity for con- 
sideration of problems and future plans in 
a section of the country where there is a 
growing and enthusiastic interest in school 
library developments. 

The Institute for Children’s Librarians 
sponsored by the University of California 
School of Librarianship and directed by 
Frances Clarke Sayers was held preceding 
the San 
A.L.A. It was outstanding in the large 
group it brought together and in the in- 
spiration and stimulation as well as prac- 
tical help of the program and of the small 
group and individual discussions through- 
out the three days. 


Francisco conference of the 


Each of these conferences demonstrated 
most effectively the educative experience 
to a group of concentrated attention on a 
common field of work and the stimulative 
and retraining value of carefully planned 
institutes for special types of librarians. 
Attendance at the conferences, with the 
exception of those in North Carolina and 
Texas, enabled the division chief to be in 
touch with the group thinking of leaders in 
both children’s and school libraries. 
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STATE DEVELOPMENTS 

In Tennessee new standards for high 
school libraries announced in June, 1938, 
will go into effect beginning September, 
1939, and allowing until 1941 for fulfil- 
ment. The state school library super- 
visor and supervisor of the state division 
of high schools have been interpreting the 
standards during the year to bring about 
understanding use. State aid has been 
available for matching funds for school li- 
brary books. The amount allowed was 
$71,250 this year as against $100,000 ap- 
propriated. For the biennium 1939-4! 
$60,000 has been appropriated for each 
year. 

Virginia appropriated $200,000 in 1938 
for state aid for school libraries for the 
biennium, the amount to be used on an 
equal matching basis and the expenditure 
of the $100,000 for 1938-39 with the 
school and private funds added have made 
$240,000 worth of books available in 
school libraries this year. 

In Louisiana $300,000 was expended 
for purchase of school library books on 
the basis of one-half book per pupil. The 
number of trained school librarians con- 
tinues to increase. In 1939 there are 99 
school librarians with 24 or more semester 
hours professional training as against 70 
in 1937. There are 93 with 12 to 24 
semester hours, as well as 125 with 6 to 
11 semester hours. 

In Oregon the new state library build- 
ing has an attractive model school library 
which will exert a considerable influence 
in helping school administrators to visu- 
alize what a school library looks like and 
how it functions. A newly appointed 
school library specialist for the state library 
staff adds Oregon to the list of states with 
such a position. 

Expenditure of the $150,000 appropri- 
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ated in January, 1939, for state aid to 
school libraries in Georgia has been sus- 
pended for the present. 


EVALUATION 


In response to the request of the A.L.A. 
School and Children’s Library Division, 
the Cooperative Study of 
School Standards published in a separate 
pamphlet the various parts of the study 


Secondary 


which concern library service. The pam- 
phlet called The Evaluation of the Sec- 
ondary School Library has been used as a 
basis for evaluating many individual school 
libraries and has resulted in stimulating li- 
brarians and the rest of the school faculty 
to reconsider and strengthen their library 
service. School librarians in Massachu- 
setts and in Connecticut are using its 
Evaluative Criteria in surveying school 
libraries in those states. 

A special survey of secondary school li- 
braries in California made three years ago 
has now been summarized and published 
as The Secondary School Library in Cali- 
fornia (Bulletin of the California State 
Department of Education, April, 1939). 
This survey was initiated because school 
librarians in the state believed that the 
data for California school libraries were 
incomplete and inaccurate as published in 
the report of the National Survey of Sec- 
ondary Education (The Secondary School 
Library, by B. Lamar Johnson, U. S. Of- 
fice of Education, National Survey of Sec- 
ondary Education, Monograph No. 17, 
1933). As in any survey made in rapidly 
changing economic times, conditions have 
changed materially since the collection of 
the data and consequently the picture pre- 
sented is not completely accurate for cur- 
rent school library progress. Even so the 
survey itself and the schedule used in ob- 


taining the information are valuable as 


means of working for improved interpre- 
tation and support based not upon com- 
parison between the report and _ local 
figures but upon enlightened understand- 
ing of school library purposes and possi- 
bilities as increased by study of the local 
school library situation as a result of the 
appearance of the survey. 

In addition to check lists and surveys 
the evaluative function of annual reports 
of school libraries and of children’s and 
young people’s departments in public li- 
braries has not always been fully realized. 
Especially in those states which have state 
school library supervisors such use has been 
stimulated by the questions asked on the 
reports submitted to the state supervisor 
each year. Forms for annual reports sent 
out by the New York State Library Ex- 
tension Division are especially useful in 
this way. The New Jersey Department 
of Public Instruction has experimented 
this year with a new form called “Special 
Inquiry Concerning Library Service’ for 


collecting school library information. 


CooPERATION 


Following the announcement of the new 
reading program by the Girl Scouts in 
June, 1938, children’s and school librarians 
holding meetings were urged to consider 
ways in which libraries might work with 
local Girl Scout leaders to help make the 
stimulating program fully effective. Re- 
ports from various parts of the country in- 
dicate that many children’s librarians have 
been actively cooperating with Girl Scouts 
and their leaders. 

A new reading program is being formu- 
lated by the Boy Scouts of America and 
there have been conferences with its direc- 
tor on several phases of the general plan 
as well as on revised requirements in the 
merit badge pamphlet on reading. 
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The Joint Committee of the National 
Education Association and A.L.A., as a 
continuation of its plan of interpretation 
of school libraries, published in February, 
1939, an illustrated leaflet entitled Elemen- 
tary School Libraries. In addition to the 
distribution of the leaflet by the joint com- 
mittee, the A.L.A. School and Children’s 
Library Division is bringing it to the at- 
tention of school administrators and super- 
visors who might not otherwise see it. 

With other departments and divisions 
at A.L.A. Headquarters there is constant 
cooperation on all plans or projects which 
in any way involve school or public library 
service to children or young people. In 
plans for possible use of federal aid for 
education if it becomes available, in de- 
termining publications needed by school, 
children’s, and young people’s librarians 
and in commenting on plans for those in 
process, in considering library develop- 
ments for out-of-school youth and in think- 
ing toward ways of interpreting library 
objectives and services to school adminis- 
trators and to the community, the School 
and Children’s Library Division confers 
and works closely with other staff mem- 
bers. 


Boarp COMMITTEES 


The project under way by the board 
Committee on the Adolescent and His 
Reading has reached its first milestone, and 
the A.L.A. Editorial Committee has re- 
ceived the acceptance from the author who 
has been invited to prepare a manuscript 
on the relation of the public library to 
young people. 

Plans for the content of a publication 
on the library and the young underprivi- 
leged reader are being completed by the 
Committee on the Library and the Under- 
privileged Reader. 


. 


The manuscript for a subject index to 
plays prepared by a subcommittee of the 
board is almost completed and will be in 
the headquarters office by early fall. 

The Committee on the Fusion of the 
Library and the Curriculum has been very 
active in making plans for forthcoming 
publications in the Experimenting To- 
gether series. 

A Committee on Planning and Equip- 
ping Children’s Libraries has been ap- 
pointed with Julia Sauer of Rochester as 
chairman. It will plan one or more pub- 
lications on that subject. 

Following a from Carleton 
Washburne for A.L.A. cooperation in re- 
vising The Right Book for the Right 
Child, the board considered and approved 
such cooperation and made a recommenda- 
tion to the A.L.A. 
that effect. 


request 


Executive Board to 
After the favorable action of 
the Executive Board, the Board on Library 
Service to Children and Young People is 
proceeding in the appointment of a com- 
mittee to work with Mr. Washburne. 


IN PRINT 
The Evaluation of the Secondary School 
Library, Secondary Schools in California, 
and Radio Roads to Reading have already 
been mentioned as important recent pub- 
lications in the field in which the board is 


concerned. Certain Aspects of School Li- 
brary Administration (N.E.A. Educa- 


tional Research Service, Circular No. 6, 
May, 1939) summarizes the information 
on school library administration gathered 
in December, 1937, by the N.E.A. Research 
Division. In its interpretation it includes 
almost in entirety, Mr. Superintendent, 
The School Library Is, and Elementary 
School Libraries, the leaflets prepared by 
the Joint Committee of the N.E.A. and 
A.L.A. 


Its findings about school library 
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administration make us keenly aware of 
the meagerness of our information about 
all aspects of school libraries and the need 
for an extended research program. Social 
Services and the Schools, prepared by the 
Educational Policies Commission of the 
N.E.A., studies the interrelationships of 
schools and the community library, recre- 
ation, health, and welfare services. The 
study is a challenging analysis done from 
the school point of view. 

Statistics of Public School Libraries 
1934-35 (Bulletin 1937, No. 2, U. S. 
Office of Education) became available this 
year and although the returns were not as 
complete as had been hoped, the informa- 
tion is valuable as the most comprehensive 
statistical picture of the school library field 
which we have. 

The board is much interested in the 
series of volumes published by the New 
York Regents’ Inquiry reporting the find- 
ings of that elaborate study. There is 
much to study in the analysis of the use 
of books, the lack of reading, the inade- 
quacy of books and library service in the 
teacher training program, and the recog- 
nition of New York state’s library service 
as much better than that for the nation as 
a whole but nevertheless inadequate for 
the desirable educational program for chil- 
dren and young people. A very important 
supplementary volume to the official report 
is Libraries and Readers in the State of 
New York by Douglas Waples and 
Leon Carnovsky (University of Chicago 
Press). The report was made as a part 
of the regents’ inquiry and has been ap- 
proved by the regents. It studies the edu- 
cational values of library service as ex- 
emplified in certain communities and in 
the light of their findings considers the 
relation of the state to school and public 
libraries. 


Boarp PERSONNEL 


Nora Beust was continued as chairman 
for the year 1938-39 and Irene Smith of 
the Brooklyn Public Library was the new 
member appointed to serve until 1944. 
Dwight E. 


had made an unusually helpful contribu 


Porter, the retiring member, 


tion to the board’s activities from his 
experience as a school principal. A busi 
ness meeting without a quorum was held 
during the 1938 midwinter conference and 
again at the San Francisco meeting in 
June, 1939. 

In addition to the meetings previously 
mentioned in the report the board was 
represented at the meetings of the New 
York Library Association, the Michigan 
Library Association, the National Council 
of ‘Teachers of English, the American As 
sociation of School Administrators, the 
Progressive Education Association, the 
American Association of Junior Colleges, 
and the School Library Association of 
California, Northern Section. 


EMPHASIS 


Among the board’s objectives which will 
continue to receive emphasis are the fol 
lowing: 

1. To urge the participation of chil 
dren’s, school, and young people’s librarians 
in activities of community agencies serving 
children and youth as a basis for more ef 
fective library service to the community 

2. ‘To encourage a rethinking and re 
statement of the philosophy of public li- 
brary service to children 

3. To promote experiment and confer 
ence on the relation of radio and films to 
the development of library service to chil 
dren and young people 

4. To encourage local and state surveys 


and studies of school, children’s, and young 
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people’s library service as a basis for plan- 
ning and as a factor in working toward 
effective state or federal aid when avail- 
able 

5. [lo work toward the appointment of 
state school library supervisors and state 
specialists in library work with children 
and young people 

6. To stimulate the development of 
demonstration school libraries and school 
library laboratories as sources of oppor- 
tunity for teachers, superintendents, and 
principals in training to become acquainted 
with children’s books and materials and 


to experience good school library service. 
7. To work toward extending adequate 
school and public library service to chil- 
dren and young people in rural and urban 
areas 
Nora Beust, Chairman 
L. L. DicKERSON 
Jean C. Roos 
Lois F. SHORTESS 
IRENE SMITH 
Jessie E. ‘TOMPKINS 
Mivprep L. BATCHELDER, Secretary, 
and Chief, School and Children’s 
Library Division 
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See of the Library 
Board, 552-57, and of 
Education Board, pages 558-62. 
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HEADQUARTERS LIBRARY 


of the  head- 
quarters library is proceeding as rapidly as 


Gradual reorganization 
the daily routine of acquisition and prepara 
tion of new material, for 
members of the staff and occasional visitors, 
and replies to requests for information, will 
permit. Limitations of space make it neces- 
to restrict of material 
outside the library field to closely related 
subjects and to dispose of such material when 
it is no longer of current interest unless it 
has historical value. 

More than five hundred books were with- 
drawn from the library and sent to China. 
These were books from the sesquicentennial 
exhibit in Philadelphia in 1926 and books 
which are listed in Reading with a Purpose 
courses. 

A careful check of the periodical collec- 
tion has been completed. With the advice 
of department heads, decisions have been 
made regarding binding and withdrawal of 
unbound files. 


reference work 


sary acquisitions 


Most of the library periodi 
cals are bound, including publications of state 
library The library’s Works 
Progress Administration worker has assisted 
in checking the periodical holdings and re- 
vision of the checklist cards. 

It was suggested in the fall of 1938 that 
W.P.A. workers might be secured to carry 
out at A.L.A. 
The librarian was requested 
to investigate the matter. After conferences 
with the assistant librarian of the Chicago 


agencies. 


several special projects 


Headquarters. 
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Public Library and several officials of the 
W.P.A., application made for the 
assignment of five workers to the A.L.A. 
from a project sponsored by the Chicago 
Public Library. In May, five workers were 
assigned to headquarters, one of them to the 
library. 

The library to many 
requests for blueprints and photographs of 
recently constructed library buildings. Re 
quests for plans and pictures are sent to 
the librarians of all new libraries which 
come to the attention of the staff. It 
expected that the requests for library plans 
will be frequent the coming 
year owing to the appearance of two publi 
cations by the Library Archi 
tecture and Building Planning Committee, 
Small Public Library Buildings, by the chair 
man, John Adams Lowe, and College and 
University Library Buildings, by Edna Ruth 
Hanley, a member of the committee. 

A new activity of the librarian this year 
was the organization of the Clearing House 
for Library Problems at the San Francisco 
conference. It designed to take the 
place of the consultation service which had 
been tried with little success at the three 
preceding conferences. 


was 


continues receive 


is 


less during 


sponsored 


was 


The purpose of the clearing house is to 
provide an opportunity for librarians to dis 
cuss their problems with others who have 
had experience in the same fields. A desk, 
tables, and comfortable chairs were placed 
in a centrally located exhibit and 
recent library publications spread out for 
examination. 


space 


The headquarters librarian 
was at the desk each morning and experi- 
enced librarians from California and Ore- 
gon in the afternoons to talk with librarians, 
learn their needs, give them information, 
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or refer them to others who could give 
advice on their problems. Consultants in 
special fields were available at hours when 
there were no open meetings. 

Considering the favorable outcome of 
this year’s experiment, it appears probable 
that the Clearing House for Library Prob- 
lems may become an established feature of 
future conferences. 

Harriette L. Greene, Librarian 


SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARY 
DIVISION 


See report of Board on Library Service 
to Children and Young People, pages 563-71. 


STATISTICS 


The greatest recent advancement made in 
the gathering of library statistics has been 
the completion of the uniform blank for 
public library statistics, acceptance of and 
wide use made of it by the state library 
agencies, and completion of the form for 
gathering statistics from libraries in insti- 
tutions of higher education. Even though 
the possibility of such forms had been ad- 
vocated several years ago by the League 
of Library Commissions and was included 
as one point in the long-time program of the 
Committee on Federal Relations which was 
submitted to and approved by the Council 
in 1937 (A4.L.A. Bulletin 31:697, October 
15, 1937), intensive work was not begun on 
them until 1936. In 1937 the statistical 
assistant was released to the U.S. Office 
of Education for three months in order that 
he might devote almost full time to the 
project. When the permanent staff of the 
Library Service Division of the U.S. Office 
of Education took office, in 1938, the final 
draft of the public library form was com- 
pleted and the printing was done by the 
Government Printing Office (4.L.4. Bul- 
letin 32:665, September, 1938). 

January, 1938, saw the beginning of in- 
tensive work on the form for libraries in 
institutions of higher education. This form 
has now completed and is in the 
Government Printing Office and is expected 
to be available for the 1938-39 circulariza- 
tion. The greatest amount of credit, for the 
completion of these forms, goes to Ralph M. 


been 
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Dunbar, chief, Library Service Division, 
U.S. Office of Education, and former chair- 
man, A.L.A. Committee on Uniform Sta- 
tistical Report Forms. 

The public library form was used for 
gathering 1938 statistics by the A.L.A. and 
was used by the majority of the state 
library agencies in its original form and 
by the remainder with a few minor changes 
or additions to meet some legal require- 
ments of the individual states concerned. 
The U.S. Office of Education has used this 
form to gather statistics from some 7000 
public libraries, the figures to be used in 
compiling general free public library sta- 
tistics for the entire United States. 

The form for libraries in institutions of 
higher education will be used, for the first 
time, by the A.L.A. in gathering 1938-39 
statistics from 
that ficld. 

The number of individual requests for 
library statistics has continued to increase. 
Librarians in libraries serving populations of 
less than 10,000 have been requesting, in 
steadily increasing numbers, tabulations of 
general and salary statistics for their group 
due to the fact that comparative figures are 
published only for libraries serving more than 
10,000 population. To publish figures for 
the smaller libraries has not seemed ex- 
pedient because of the many differences in 
physical set-up which would necessitate 
much interpretation to make them of any 
great use. The International City Mana- 
gers’ Association invited A.L.A. comment on 
reference measurement in public libraries; 
the National Committee on Municipal Ac- 
counting, on revenues and expenditures in 
libraries as a classification within municipal 
revenues and expenditures; the Municipal 
Year Book requested tables of salaries for 
certain library employes. From college and 
university librarians have come such re- 
quests as length of vacation periods and 
number of hours per week of work for pro- 
fessional staff members; material for a talk 
at a state library association meeting on the 
value of keeping statistics in college libra- 
ries; statistics and standards for technical 
college libraries. From librarians of public 
libraries have come similar requests. 

Again this year, the library general and 


its institutional members in 
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salary statistics for groups of libraries of 
different sizes and types were collected and 
tabulated for publication in the 4.L.A4. Bul- 
letin. The tables for libraries in institutions 
of higher education also included salaries 
of deans, full professors, associate profes- 
sors, and other groups of faculty members 
in addition to library data. The public 
library tables appeared in the 4.L.A. Bul- 
letin for April, 1939, and those for libraries 
in schools and institutions of higher edu- 
cation in the Bulletin for February, 1939. 
As in the past, there were requests for 
advance proof where budget estimates were 
needed before the publication dates of the 
Bulletin. 

The gathering and compilation of figures 
on people without public library service and 
public library statistics, by states, for the 
United States were completed for the Li- 
brary Extension Board, with the coopera- 
tion of the League of Library Commissions, 
for release at the San Francisco conference 
(A4.L.A. Bulletin 33:514-15, July, 1939), 
bringing up-to-date the figures in ‘“Con- 
trasts in Library Service” (A4.L.A4. Bulletin 
29:249-55, May, 1935). The precedures 
required in this compilation extended over a 
period of eleven months. 

The statistical assistant was called upon, 


by Secretary Milam, to do a great part of 
the preliminary work on the campaign for 
books for China. Also, some preliminary 
work was done for the Annuities and Pen- 
sions Committee for its project in getting 
expressions of feeling toward social security 
legislation for employes in nonpublic con- 
trolled libraries. Suggested questionnaires 
were made up, in some instances, and criti- 
cized in others, for the possible collection 
of data by the U.S. Works Progress Ad- 
ministration to be used by several com- 
mittees and boards of the A.L.A. in the 
evaluating of W.P.A. library projects. 

Even though elementary school library 
statistics have been gathered for the past 
three years, this year, for the first time, 
the tabulation of these returns was done 
by the writer for the Board on Library 
Service to Children and Young People. 

The cooperation between the A.L.A. and 
the Library Service Division has been very 
close and all duplication in statistical mat- 
ters has been avoided. The A.L.A. is con- 
fining its statistical work to selective 
compilations needed promptly and to salary 
data which the policy of the U.S. Office of 
Education does not permit it to collect and 
publish. 

WiriiamM H. Curt, Statistical Assistant 
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Library placement appears to have slowed 
up somewhat in the report year, 1938-39, as 
compared with 1937-38, according to statis- 
tics of the Personnel Division and informal 
reports received from library schools and 
other placement agencies. It is expected, 
however, that most members of the current 
classes in library schools will be employed 
by the end of 1939 unless conditions change 
radically. 

As ten years have elapsed since the busi- 
ness crash of 1929, it is well to observe how 
employment conditions in libraries have 
altered during this period. In 1929 the 
number of positions for which the Personnel 
Division was asked to make recommenda- 
tions reached a peak. In 1930, the number 
was only about three-fifths as large as in 
1929. The decrease was reported constantly 
until 1933 when the smallest number of 
requests was received. Each year from 
1934 to 1938 showed an increase over the 
preceding year, but 1938-39 shows another 
decrease. Does this mean that the reces- 
sion has now caught up with libraries and 
that library budgets are remaining constant 
or are being decreased? Available statistics 
are not as yet sufficient to warrant such 
observation, but the trend should be watched 
closely. 

When library budgets remain constant or 
are decreased, the number of those em- 
ployed, the salaries paid, and the number of 
those who should be encouraged to enter 
library schools to prepare for the profession 
are seriously affected. It must be continu- 
ously borne in mind that the actual demand 
rather than the potential need should indi- 
cate the number of recruits admitted to the 
profession. The number of those receiving 
professional training should therefore be 
carefully watched so that unemployment will 
not exist in the profession merely because 
the number of persons trained annually is in 


575 


excess of the normal actual need. Studies, 
therefore, should be made, not only of the 
types of positions but also of the number 
of positions of each type which may be ex- 
pected to materialize over the next ten-year 
period, making sufficient allowance for nor- 
mal growth. A careful analysis should be 
made to ascertain which of these classes of 
positions require library education and which 
do not. As the smaller public library usually 
requires a larger percentage of staff mem- 
bers with library school education than the 
larger library, any analysis should be sufh- 
ciently detailed to consider the needs of the 
various sizes of libraries as well as the 
varied types such as public, college, school, 
and special libraries. 

When a clear differentiation is made be- 
tween classes of positions, it then follows 
that persons with library education only 
should be employed for those positions which 
require such background and that only cleri- 
cal employes be used for clerical positions. 
If these two services are recognized as two 
distinct career services and each commands 
a salary scale sufficiently sound to mark it 
as a real career service, it will follow 
logically that the importance of the work 
of clerical employes will be as highly re- 
spected as that of the employes with library 
education. Until there is such a division of 
duties, the library profession cannot easily 
demonstrate the fact that librarianship is a 
profession and not a trade. 

How have salaries been affected during 
the ten-year period? In the exceptional 
library, salaries were not cut at any time in 
the last ten years. In most libraries, how- 
ever, cuts were taken as the normal result 
of the times and in many instances the sal- 
aries were reduced drastically. The trend 
has been to restore salaries gradually until, 
in many libraries, all cuts have been re- 
turned. There remains, however, a large 
number of libraries where restorations have 
not been made and where increments given 
have been made without recognition of the 
existing cut. In the largest libraries, salary 
cuts are still the order of the day, although 
partial restorations have been made. 
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What effect do these salary cuts have 
on salaries now being offered for vacant 
positions? Naturally in fairness to the staff, 
the salary of any vacancy is kept in line 
with those for other positions in the insti- 
tution with the result that the position is 
placed in a salary range which can attract 
only beginners or persons with brief experi- 
ence. The result is discouraging. The 
current classes in library schools can be ab- 
sorbed gradually but the experienced worker 
has little opportunity for advancement. His 
salary may be less than it was ten years ago, 
or if he is fortunate, the same as ten years 
ago. With ten years’ further experience, he 
is now ready for a new position where he 
may assume new and added responsibilities, 
but such positions are not opening up at 
salaries which interest him. His salary, al- 
though at most very little more than the 
beginning salary of 1929, is higher than the 
vast majority of salaries now being offered. 

What does the immediate future hold for 
these ambitious young men and women who 
are eager to demonstrate what they can do? 
Until the salary situation rights itself, means 
must be developed to utilize their abilities 
in their present positions and to offer them 
new and varied responsibilities in lieu of 
adequate salaries. When the analysis is 
made which will separate professional from 
clerical work, such opportunity should be 
given them. When their time can be re- 
leased from the clerical work which many 
of them are now carrying and the duties 
transferred to clerical workers, who can 
without doubt handle them more efficiently, 
professional work now needing to be de- 
veloped can be given them to challenge their 
abilities. In all probability, some clerical 
work must always be done by each profes- 
sional worker, but it is well to keep this at 
a minimum. 

Notices of positions came to the attention 
of the division during the year from forty- 
one states, the District of Columbia, Can- 
ada, Italy, Chile, and the West Indies. 
Requests continue to emphasize the need for 
those for cataloging, children’s and school 
work and for those with science background. 

Registrants of the division who are ac- 
tively interested in other positions total ap- 
proximately 1100. Of this number, 338 first 
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registered during the year, and 205 regis- 
trants of former years sent notification that 
they were again actively interested in the 
division’s service. The remaining number 
were registrants last year and answered the 
annual follow-up request stating they wished 
to be considered for placement. 

Of the 1100, only a small number have 
been placed during the current year, either 
by the division or through other sources, 
leaving many disappointed. Those disap- 
pointed are not in the recent classes grad- 
uating from library schools, as these classes 
have been placed almost completely for the 
last two or three years, but they are those 
who can be divided roughly into ten groups 
as follows: 

A large number who wished to change 
positions but were receiving higher salaries 
than those usually offered at present. 

Those who will consider only a type of 
work in which there are few openings. 

A group stipulating placement in a geo- 
graphic area which has few libraries. 

A number who must stay in a certain 
city owing to conditions at home. 

Married women who seek employment in 
those areas where there are restrictions as 
to their employment. 

Married men, particularly those in the 
larger cities, whose wives also hold posi- 
tions. These men usually seek a salary 
nearly double the one they are now receiv- 
ing regardless of their abilities to hold posts 
paying such salaries, merely because they 
feel they wish to maintain the standard of 
living to which they have become accus- 
tomed. When such placement is impossible, 
they again seek positions in a large city 
where their wives can also find employ- 
ment. 

Those who are older than the age limit 
now being set by employing librarians. Be 
cause salaries are low and as employers are 
loath to take experienced persons at the 
small available, very few oppor- 
tunities are open to persons over forty-five 
and in most cases over forty years of age. 

Graduates from library schools who do 
not have a bachelor’s degree. 

Persons with handicaps and disabilities 
both physical and personal. 


salaries 


Persons, whose average or below average 
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records of experience are passed over by 
employers in favor of others with better 
records. 

Several changes in procedure and policy 
made during this report year have been 
commented upon favorably by employers and 
registrants. Beginning April 1, 1939, the 
formal record which is sent to employers 
was completely revised both in form and in 
content. This now contains more items 
of general information, as well as detailed 
statements of education and experience, and 
for recent registrants, reference comments 
quoted over the references’ signatures. Such 
information is of great benefit to the em- 


ployers as they are now better able to 
evaluate the comments of the references 
since they know whether the registrant 


worked directly under the reference and 
for how long a period. In addition, photo- 
graphs are being supplied with the formal 
records. 

Although we believe that these changes 
have also been of benefit to the registrants, 
a change in policy was also made in April 
which has been of particular interest to 
them. The division now notifies them of 
positions for which their names have been 
used. In most instances, unless asked spe- 
cifically by employers not to do so, the divi- 
sion informs the registrants in general of 
the positions for which they are being sug- 
gested and asks them not to communicate 
directly with the employers until the em- 
ployers approach them. They are, however, 
asked to notify the division whether they 
are interested in the positions for which 
they have been suggested. If most of those 
suggested are not interested, the division 
has an opportunity to make other sugges- 
tions, thus benefiting the employers as well. 
In this way, the registrants usually know 
how often their names are used. Although 
the advantages seemingly far outweigh the 
disadvantages, two disadvantages should be 
recognized: (1) registrants whose names are 
used constantly but who do not hear from 
the employers are apt to question why this 
is the case; (2) those whose names have 
not been used over a certain period question 
why. In both instances, the registrant’s 
qualifications are probably not at fault. In 
the first case, another person was chosen 
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who seemed, to the employer, to fill the 
specifications of the particular position a 
bit more adequately; and in the second case, 
the type of position combined with the 
salary desired by the registrant has not yet 
come to the attention of the division. 

The new reference form used by the divi- 
sion gives the reference an opportunity not 
only to give a general comment and to 
answer specific questions which will be used 
on the formal record over his signature, but 
also space for confidential information. This 
latter is supplied to enable the division to 
assist the registrant in obtaining a position 
commensurate with his abilities. This form, 
an adaptation of that most recently in use 
is not entirely satisfactory. Forms used by 
other agencies are being examined in an 
effort to devise a more adequate blank. 
These changes naturally have greatly in- 
creased the current work; however, we be- 
lieve that the additional time and effort 
involved will show direct returns in improved 
service for registrants and employers. 

The plight of refugees who have had li- 
brary experience is a pathetic one. A num- 
ber of them have come to the United States, 
but most of them have not found employ- 
ment in libraries. Owing to the vast differ- 
ences in organization and methods between 
European libraries and our own, many refu- 
gees are not fitted for the average positions 
which are now opening up in libraries in this 
country. Although these persons might well 
be used in certain types of work, library 
budgets at present do not make it possible 
to create new positions, and the rule against 
using aliens for positions in public service 
has, in some instances, militated against 
their placement. 

The usual number of requests on person- 
nel problems continue to be received. Ma- 
terial on leaves of absence, including sick 
leave, vacation or annual leave, sabbatical 
leave, and special leaves for study and travel, 
is being used constantly. This year con- 
siderable interest has been evidenced in the 
allowance of time and funds for attendance 
at A.L.A., state, and district library meet- 
ings. Hours of work, the adoption of the 
five-day week, faculty rank, allowance of 
library time for professional reading, 
salaries paid to special groups, salary sched- 
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ules, beginning salaries, number and type of 
staff required in a library in a town of a 
certain size or with a certain number in 
the student body, schemes of service, service 
ratings, placement possibilities for married 
women, and opportunities in certain types of 
work and in certain countries, are among 
the questions most often answered. 

Many of these questions require the col 
lection of special material in order to supply 
adequate information. Although such serv 
ice is time consuming, the division considers 
jt one of its most important functions. That 
the material collected is used in many ways 
is evidenced by the fact that it was used 
as the basis of four articles which appeared 
in the 4.L.A. Bulletin under the sponsorship 
of the Staff Organizations Round Table: 

“Libraries Find Credit Unions Success 
ful,” by Vida Jones, 4.L.4. Bulletin 33 :163- 
64, 209, March, 1939. 

“Faculty Status of College Librarians,” 
by Mrs. Miriam C. Maloy, 4.L.A4. Bulletin 
33 :223-33, 302, April, 1939. 

“Library Policies on Leaves of Absence,” 
by Irene Smith, 4.1.4. Bulletin 33:310-12, 
May, 1939. 

“What Vacations and Holidays Do Li- 
braries Allow?” by Hazel B. Timmerman, 
A.L.A. Bulletin 33 :63-65, February, 1939. 

This has been but one of the ways in 
which the division has cooperated with the 
Staff Organizations Round Table during 
this report year. 

Two special questions received are of 
particular interest. One on the number of 
those, including janitors, working in libraries 
in the United States and data in regard to 
their salaries, was requested by the director 
of tay research of the U. S. Treasury De- 
partment for the study of tax exemption of 
public employes. The second, requested by 
the National Association of Deans of 
Women, concerned information on the pro- 
cedure of the Personnel Division in handling 
placement at the annual conferences. 

Questions on library ethics are handled 
by the division, whose chief acts as head- 
quarters representative for the Committee 
on Code of Ethics. The code of ethics pre- 
pared by this committee was adopted by 
A.L.A. Council in December, 1938, and ap- 
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pears in full in the 4.L.4. Bulletin 33:128- 
30, February, 1939. The committee is now 
working on a code of practice to accompany 
this code of ethics. 

An outstanding contribution in the field 
of library personnel has been made in the 
past year in the publication of Clara Her- 
bert’s Personnel Administration in Public 
Libraries. The considered it a 
privilege to furnish certain materials for this 
book. 

The chief of the division attended the 
Wisconsin Library Association meeting in 
Milwaukee and took part in the program. 
She also visited several public libraries, li- 
brary schools, and personnel agencies prior 
to the San Francisco conference. Much 
greater opportunity should be available for 
such field trips since they result in added 
efficiency in developing both the placement 
and personnel work of the division. 

The chief of the division and the comp- 
troller have, as a committee of two, made a 
job analysis of the work of the headquar- 
ters staff and are at present preparing a 
classification of positions and a salary 
schedule. These studies have been made 
for a committee of the A.L.A. Executive 
Board, dealing with the salaries of the head- 
quarters staff. The time required, up to the 
present, has averaged one day a week for 
seven months. 

Two members of the division staff at- 
tended the San Francisco conference. Al- 
though many interviews were held with 
registrants and employers, the staff is con- 
scious that the efficiency of its work was 
greatly impaired by conditions resulting from 
scattered meetings, hotels at great distances, 
and few, except the large meetings, held in 
the auditorium. Had these conditions been 
more satisfactory and had the three staff 
members been permitted to attend, as at 
the Kansas City conference, the results 
would have been far more satisfactory. In 
spite of these difficulties, results of service 
at San Francisco were statistically similar 
to those at Kansas City, which had one 
thousand fewer persons in attendance. 

Changes in staff during the past year 
include the resignation of Mrs. Blanche 
Saunders at the end of three months’ leave- 


division 
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of-absence, and the appointment of Genevieve 
Forbes. 

The division has been forced again to use 
the funds allocated for extra salaries to 
cover emergencies, for the employment of a 
part-time person, Marie Zarrillo, during the 
spring and summer months. As the work 
which she has been doing is regular and not 
emergency work, there is great need for 
another full-time person being employed on 
the regular staff. The addition of such a 
person was recommended in the survey of 
the Personnel Division made for the Execu- 
tive Board by the Board on Salaries, Staff, 
and Tenure. 

Since 1933. the division has been fortu- 
nate in having one or two persons assigned 
to it by the government agencies, such as the 
National Youth Administration and Works 
Progress Administration. Two students 
were furnished by the N.Y.A. through De- 


Paul University for the current academic 


Department of ‘Publishing 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

The tangible evidence of the Editorial 
Committee's activity is of course the publi- 
cations issued. Of the 28 titles which ap- 
peared during the year the committee is 
particularly happy to have sponsored Min- 
the’s American Librarianship from a Euro- 
pean Angle. In the opinion of many, the 
book not only deserves study but may call 
for action in certain areas of library interest. 
Thanks of the profession are due the Car- 
negie Corporation of New York for making 


the study and its publication possible. An- 
other look at American libraries is con- 
tained in The Library of Tomorrow, 


in which 21 contributors express “dreams 
and hopes, and possibly some certainties for 
the future.” 

The committee’s efforts to improve the 
intrinsic merit of individual items issued and 
to relate them to outstanding issues in 
American librarianship are evidenced in two 
or three fields this Herbert’s Per- 
Administration in Public Libraries, 
an excellent piece of work, appears at a 
time perhaps belated 


year. 


sonnel 


when a interest in 
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year, Marie Valenti and Bernice Whalen, 
and in May, the W.P.A., through the spon- 
sorship of the Chicago Public Library, as- 
signed two of their number to the division, 
Helen Anderson and George Koutris. Sev- 
eral of the special projects of the division 
have been carried forward by those who have 
thus been secured. Should the time come 
when such assignments are not continued, 
the work of the division on special projects 
will be badly curtailed and the efficiency of 
the work of the division—both quality and 
quantity output—greatly impaired. 

The permanent members of the staff have 
again rendered a high type of service under 
a heavy pressure which continues to in- 
crease. It is a pleasure to recognize publicly 
their loyalty, efficiency, and willingness to 
carry on uncomplainingly against great 
odds. 

Hazev B. TIMMERMAN 
Chief, Personnel Division 


and (operative Services 


personnel matters is being manifest through- 
out the profession. A complement to this 
volume is Classification and Pay Plans for 
Municipal Public Libraries prepared by the 
Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. In 
the field of library architecture two books 
were issued at a time when more buildings 
were under construction and being planned 
than at any time during the past ten or 
fifteen years. Lowe’s Small Public Library 
Buildings and Hanley’s College and Uni- 
versity Library Buildings give elementary 
principles, sound advice, pictures and floor 
plans, which with critical comments suggest 
to architect, librarian, and board features to 
provide for or to avoid. Both books were 
prepared with the assistance of the Commit- 
tee on Library Architecture and Building 
Planning ; both have been enthusiastically re- 
ceived. 

In the adult education field three signifi- 
cant contributions were made. Helping the 
Reader toward Self-Education, prepared 
by three authors and edited by John Chan- 
cellor, gives background for the librarian, 


while Helping Adults to Learn, a sym- 
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posium also edited by Mr. Chancellor, re- 
ports what libraries are actually doing and 
gives suggestions for the future. Edge’s 
Books for Self-Education is a practical tool 
for use with less experienced readers. 

In addition to College and University 
Library Buildings mentioned above, College 
and University Library Service, Vitalizing 
a College Library, Research Facilities of 
the I. L. O., Guide to the Description and 
Evaluation of Research Materials, and Pub- 
lic Documents with Archives and Libraries 
appeared in the scholarly field. There was 
also the quarterly Journal of Documentary 
Reproduction which the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion of New York helped to finance. Ac- 
knowledgment is made of Vernon D. Tate’s 
very considerable contribution as voluntary 
editor of the Journal. 

With the emphasis which schools are 
placing on integration, Fargo’s Activity Book 
for School Libraries is another timely item. 
It is likely to do something toward extending 
recognition of the library as an instrument 
of instruction, particularly among those who 
for various reasons still treat the library, 
regardless of their convictions, as the step- 
child of the school. 

Other publications issued were: Basic 
Reference Books, Booklist Books 1938, By 
Way of Introduction, Code of Ethics for 
Librarians, Gifts for Children’s Book- 
shelves, Hospital Libraries, Periodicals for 
Small and Medium-Sized Libraries, Recent 
Children’s Books, Reference Books of 1935- 
37, Sixty Educational Books of 1938, Stand- 
ards for Public Libraries, Subject Index to 
High School Fiction, and V ocations in Short 
Stories. 

The Booklist and the Subscription Books 
Bulletin should not of course be overlooked 
for they continue to give indispensable serv- 
ice to many libraries and schools. 


WHERE MANUSCRIPTS COME FROM 


Manuscripts acceptable for A. L. A. pub- 
lication are sometimes offered, but for the 
most part they grow out of careful plan- 
ning. <A need is expressed. 
out. Advice is sought as to the proper 
approach to the subject, the scope of the 
proposed book or pamphlet, to whom it 
should be addressed. 


It is sounded 


An outline is prepared 


by a committee, beard, or individual, and 
submitted to the appropriate body for com- 
ment before it goes to the Editorial Com 
mittee. 

progress, 


While this preliminary work is in 
being considered. 
When an outline is approved, an author is 


authors are 


invited to prepare the manuscript. The 
plan may be altered but always with the 
approval of the Editorial Committee and 
of its advisers. Manuscripts when completed 
are submitted to critics and comments re- 
layed, anonymously, to the author. Revision 
is then undertaken. When the Publishing 
Department is satisfied that critics’ com- 
ments in the main have been taken care of, 
the manuscript is recommended for publi- 
cation to the Editorial Committee. When 
approved by that body, recommendation is 
made to the Executive Board for final ac- 
ceptance. This somewhat cumbersome ma- 
chinery seems to work smoothly although 
more slowly perhaps than may sometimes 
seem desirable. It involves many people, 
all of them busy, yet the response is sur- 
prising. It is those individuals and groups 
who so willingly give time and counsel to 
the Editorial Committee who deserve credit 
for much of whatever success the committee 
attains. 

During the past year, well over 100 pub- 
lishing items were considered. Thirty-two 
manuscripts were received—11 of them were 
published, 4 are in press, 6 are still under 
revised, and II 
rejected. In addition, 13 
manuscripts were offered, some of which 


consideration or being 


were definitely 
will be submitted when they are ready. 


PROJECTS AHEAD 


While much of the committee’s and Pub- 
lishing Department’s efforts go toward ad 
vancing projects under way, nearly twenty 
new projects were inaugurated during the 


past year. A few typical ones are: 


In the College and Research Field 
Methods 


Because a manuscript long-awaited 
by the Editorial Committee fails to ma- 
terialize, the Bibliography Committee this 
year has assumed responsibility for a manu- 
script. An author has been selected and an 


“Bibliographical and Tech 


niques.” 


outline, now in preparation, will be sub 
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mitted to the Bibliography Committee at 
midwinter (1939). 

“College President and His Library.” At 
the invitation of the College Library Ad- 
visory Board, David A. Robertson, presi- 
dent of Goucher College, is preparing a 
manuscript. It is hoped that the A.L.A. 
may publish it jointly with some professional 
association in order that it may receive wide 
distribution among college presidents and 
faculties as well as among librarians. 

Reference Tools Needed. This is not a 
publication but may lead to several as time 
goes on. A study made by the Editorial 
Committee over a year ago revealed more 
than 200 indexes, on a wide variety of sub- 
jects, in manuscript form, in the larger 
public, college, and university libraries 
throughout the country. During the past year 
the Reference Subsection of the Association 
of College and Reference Libraries made a 
study of reference tools needed. Plans are 
under way to coordinate the results of 
both studies in order that expressed needs 
may be met without duplicating work already 
done. It is hoped that preliminary work 
may progress rapidly enough to justify a 
joint meeting of the Editorial Committee 
and of the Publications Committee of the 
A. C. R. L. at mid-winter. 


In the School Field 


“Adolescent and His Reading.” An outline 
prepared by a subcommittee of the Board 
on Library Service to Children and Young 
People, under the chairmanship of Margaret 
Scoggin, is the fruition of a plan set up at 
the Richmond conference (1936) at a joint 
meeting of the Editorial Committee, the 
board, and a group of invited children’s, 
school, and teachers college librarians. The 
outline was approved by the board and the 
Editorial Committee, and Jean Roos—se- 
lected by the subcommittee—was invited to 
prepare the manuscript. It is gratifying 
to report her acceptance and that prepara- 
tion of the manuscript will proceed as fast 
as an already full schedule will permit. 

“Books for the Senior High School Li- 
brary.” Appointments to the joint com- 
mittee with Jessie Boyd as chairman and edi- 
tor were completed by the cooperating or- 
ganizations. Miss Boyd’s co-workers are: 


A.L.A., Mae Graham and Mary K. Reely; 
National Education Association, Helen J. 
Hanlon and Welden Woodworth; National 
Council of Teachers of English, Dora V. 
Smith and Fred Walcott. The work is now 
well under way and it is hoped a manuscript 
may be ready by September, 1940. It is 
likely that the list will be expanded from 
1000 to possibly 1500 books. 

“School Library Organization Primer.” 
With the help of the Board on Library Serv- 
ice to Children and Young People, a num- 
ber of school librarians and school library 
supervisors, a tentative outline was drawn 
up. The book will be aimed at the un- 
trained librarian or teacher-librarian and 
will avoid attempting to be a substitute for 
training. It will be coordinated with 
existing tools. As a matter of fact, work 
was held up awaiting the appearance of the 
sixth edition of School Library Manage- 
ment. It is expected that the outline will 
be approved this fall and an author selected. 

“Subject-Index to Visual Materials.” In 
May a tentative proposal for an index to 
cover visual materials used in grades 1-12 
was submitted to the Board on Library 
Service to Children and Young People, 
the Editorial Committee, the Visual 
Methods Committee, and to officers of the 
School Libraries Section and of the Section 
for Library Work with Children. With 
one or two exceptions the proposal was 
heartily approved. Many useful sugges- 
tions were received with respect to the 
scope of the index and the organization and 
presentation of the material. Marguerite 
Kirk will prepare the manuscript which 
should be ready by next spring or summer. 


In the Public Library Field 


Among new projects started, three authors 
accepted invitations to prepare new editions 
of their works. Books for Tired Eyes by 
Matson and Buying List of Books for Small 
Libraries by Horton will appear next year, 
and Akers’ Simple Library Cataloging is 
scheduled for publication about January, 
1941. A Public Relations Case Book was 
also planned. Preliminary suggestions pre- 
pared at headquarters have been considered 
by the Editorial Committee and others. Re- 
actions now need to be summarized and a 


————e 
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tentative outline drawn up. Various chap- 
ters of the book will aim to tell what a 
specific library is doing in a particular field 
of public relations: the situation or problem, 
how the work is organized, what is done, the 
staff required, cost, and evaluation of re- 
sults. 


In the Special Library Field 

The Executive Boards of the Special Li- 
braries Association and of the A.L.A. ap- 
proved in general a look at special libraries 
—broadly interpreted: state, law, legislative 
reference, research, association, and govern- 
ment libraries in addition to those in business 
and technical fields. The purpose will be 
to disclose the various types of special li- 
braries, the services they offer, their place 
in the social scene, what they do or might 
do to contribute to social progress through 
service to research workers, scholars, pro- 
fessional groups, social service agencies, 
government, business, and industry. The 
undertaking will no doubt require special 
financing after a definite project matures 
and is agreed upon by the two associations. 


SCHEDULED FOR NEXT YEAR 


Approximately 30 titles are expected to 
be published in 1939-40. Among them are: 
a preliminary edition of the revised 4.L.A. 
Catalog Rules, a second edition of Mer- 
rill’s Code for Classifiers and a second 
edition of Mann’s Introduction to Catalog- 
ing and the Classification of Books. The 
seven-year supplement to Shaw’s List of 
Books for College Libraries is expected by 
the first of the year as well as “Teaching 
with Books,” a study of college libraries 


made by Dr. Harvie Branscomb for the 
Association of American Colleges. Two 
committee undertakings of long standing 


are expected—the “Bookbinding Manual” 
and a “Manual on the Use of State Docu- 
ments.” The manuscript for the latter which 
covers about 500 pages is already in hand. 
An interesting book selection tool in the field 
of inexpensive books for children will evalu- 
ate and describe series and will list under 
each the titles in that series found in stand- 
ard buying lists. The manuscript is ex- 
pected in January. Another book selection 
aid is a new Replacement List of Fiction 
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which will appear in September. 


Also to 
appear in September is a third edition of 
Fargo’s Library in the School. 


Three sub- 
ject indexes are scheduled, one of children’s 
plays, one of adult poetry, and one of reading 
materials for intermediate grades. The 
last, by Eloise Rue, will be a companion 
volume to her Subject Index to Readers. 
A book as timely as Herbert’s Personnel 
Administration in Public Libraries will treat 
library surveys and survey methods, a sub- 
ject of rapidly increasing interest to libraries 
of every type, most of which will be covered. 
The remaining items—each aimed to meet 
a definitely expressed need—cover a variety 
of library interests. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE 


Once manuscripts are accepted, they are 
turned over to the editorial office for final 
editing, designing, and printing. Harold 
English, editor of publications, with a staff 
of three persons is responsible for this work. 
Twenty-eight regular books and pamphlets 
plus departmental printing, reprints, and 
binding of A.L.A. titles brought the total 
production of his staff up to 70 items for 
the year. Some of those items have appeared 
in format and typographic dress which have 
aroused favorable comment. 
Beginning with Volume II of the Journal 
of Documentary Reproduction, the editorial 


considerable 


staff assumed responsibility for its produc- 
tion. It is now produced by letterpress in a 
His 
staff during the past year has also assumed 
more of the routine details incident to pub- 
lication of the Subscription Books Bulletin. 
The subscription rate, effective 
January, 1939, made possible the employ- 


new format designed by the editor. 


increased 


ment of part-time assistance at headquarters 
to relieve the committee chairman who was 
much overburdened. While the situation 
has been improved, there is still need of a 
full-time person to take charge of subscrip 
tion books matters in the editorial office. 


SALES 


Sales and advertising are handled by Har 
old H. Laskey. For the fiscal year just 
closed sales totaled $81,841. Income for the 
same period was $87,999. This exceeds the 
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income of any previous year with one ex- 
ception (1931—$92,100). 

Unlike most publishers the A.L.A. de- 
pends almost entirely on direct mail ad- 
vertising for the promotion and sale of its 
publications. During the past year 26,000 
A.L.A. Books and Pamphlets, 121,000 cir- 
culars and leaflets, 35,000 reprints of ad- 
vertisements, and 90,000 form letters were 
distributed in something over 100 mailings. 
Ten thousand Hospital Li- 
braries were mailed to hospitals by arrange- 
ment with a medical book concern. In 
addition to direct mail, 70 pages of adver- 
tising appeared in the library press and in 
half a dozen educational journals, and 71 
publications exhibits were arranged for state 
and regional library meetings, and the na- 
tional conventions of educational and social 
service groups. Fairly 


circulars on 


complete displays 
at A.L.A. conferences, and at 
annual meetings of the American Association 
of School Administrators and of the 
N.C.T.E. The fact that sales at these ex- 
hibits are increasing from year to year is 
probably attributable to the larger number 
of carefully planned titles, attractive format, 
and more effective display. 

Sales efforts also take the form of news 
releases and review copies—some 650 copies 


were made 


of twenty-two titles having been sent out. 
That this distribution is wasted might be 
questioned. On the other hand, reviews ap- 
an increasing number and variety 
of publications, both in America and abroad, 
and thereby bring library interests to an 
ever widening circle of readers. 


pear in 


Aside from 
the library press, for instance, reviews ap- 
peared during the past year in 17 school 
journals, 9 journals of higher education, and 
in about 35 journals ranging from literary 
reviews to occupations, home economics, en- 
gineering, medicine, etc. Official Map Pub- 
lications has been reviewed in more foreign 
il periodicals than any other recent 


ind speci: 


A.L.A. title. 

Of the new titles, the best sellers were 
Activity Book for School Libraries (2407 
copies), By Way of Introduction (§390 
copies), Reference Books of 1935-37 (1993 
opies), Subject Index to High School Fiction 
1974 copies and Vocations in Fiction 
2040 copies PF 
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Revenue produced by the Sales Depart- 
ment in the 1938-39 fiscal year is itemized 
as follows: 


Publications sales 


Booklist—subscriptions .........seeeee0. + 21,390.92 
Booklist—single copy sales ............. 181.60 
Booklist—sale of review books .......... 4,469.05 
Booklist—advertising .......++.seseeeee. 6,603.96 
A.L.A. conference—exhibit space ...... 5,460.00 
A.L.A. conference—program advertising 420.89 

TOO ivevsviccéinbesesdeasabunedes dl $126,525.91 





At its October meeting the Executive 
Board devoted a half day to the considera- 
tion of A.L.A. publishing activities, efforts 
toward the development of a publishing pro- 
gram, problems of discovering what is 
needed, and of meeting these needs, difficul- 
ties of finding well-qualified authors, financ- 
ing, etc. The chairman of the Editorial 
Committee and the publishing staff partici- 
pated. Booklist policies and problems were 
also discussed and are reported on by the 
Booklist editor. 

On two or three occasions information 
was assembled for the third Activities Com- 
mittee. One study revealed that out of a 
total of 52 publications issued over a two- 
year period, 25 were of interest to scholarly 
libraries and 18 to school and children’s 
libraries; that of the items then under way 
42 were of primary interest to scholarly 
libraries and 26 to school and children’s 
libraries; and that cooperation in 1937-38 
with committees, boards, and sections was in 
the interest of more scholarly undertak- 
ings in 24 cases, as compared with under- 
takings in the school and children’s fields 
in 8 cases. 

Six A.L.A. publications are being pre- 
served on microfilm for posterity in a Crypt 
of Civilization which is being buried in 
Georgia. The project is sponsored by Ogle- 
thorpe University. The following titles 
were selected by the sponsors: Micropho 


tography for Libraries, 1936 and 1937, 
A.L.A. Catalog 1926-31 and 1932-36 
Reference Books of 1935-37, and Anni 


versaries and Holidays. 

The interpretations placed by the Chicago 
post office and the department in Washing- 
ton on the President’s executive order re- 
ducing the postage rate on books excluded 
about two-thirds of the A.L.A. titles from 
the privileges of the reduced rate. 


Buying 
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lists, bibliographies, and indexes were almost 
automatically excluded as advertising and 
many other books were so classed; one be- 
cause it referred to a revised list of ac- 
credited library schools which is available 
annually from the A.L.A., another because 
it announces the Dutton Fellowship. ‘These 
are extreme cases but they none the less 
nullify the original intent of the executive 
order. Through the Office of Education 
the President and the department are aware 
of the discrimination against bibliographies 
and other tools of research and study. It is 
hoped the situation will be adjusted as the 
confusion in the department subsides. 


HEALTH LISTS COMPLETED 


Special mention is made of this project 
as the will be published by the 
American Medical Association rather than 
by the A.L.A. A joint committee of the 
A.M.A. and A.L.A. was authorized in 1935 
to prepare a series of reading lists for lay- 
men on a variety of health subjects. Nathan 
R. Levin and Helen S. Babcock of the Chi- 
cago Public Library and Amy Winslow of 
the Enoch Pratt Free Library represented 
the A.L.A. Doctors Morris Fishbein, W. 
W. Bauer, and P. A. Teschner repre- 
sented the A.M.A. The project is now 
complete and comprises 23 lists on marriage, 


results 
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children, care of the body, physical and 
mental health, food, sex education, medical 
history and biography. The lists are sched- 
uled for publication in Hygeia, in September, 
October, and November, 1939. Reprints are 
to be offered by the A.M.A. at prices which 
will enable libraries to distribute copies gra 
tis to their patrons. 


The Editorial Committee held a meeting 
at midwinter, but, due to the lack of a 
quorum, no meeting at San Francisco. It 
was represented, however, at midwinter or 
San Francisco at meetings of the following 
committees: Library Architecture and Build- 
ing Planning, Photographic Reproduction of 
Materials, Terminology, 
Cataloging and Classification, and at dis- 
cussions of four or five informal groups. 


Library Library 


The charts appended to this report give a 
revised picture of 
under way. 

The remained the 
same as for the preceding year, members 
being: Letha M. Davidson, Mildred P. 
Harrington, Guy R. Lyle, and Ruth Savord. 

JouHN Apams Lowe, Chairman 
A.L.A. Editorial Committee 
EvERETT QO. FONTAINE, Chief 
Department of Publishing and 
Cooperative Services 


projects proposed and 


committee personnel 





PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE PuBLIC AND GENERAL Lisprary FIELD 





Planned or Under Way 


Proposed 


ADMINISTRATION 


Accounting for public libraries 
Primer (in Spanish) 

Public library administration 
Public library finance and budgets 
Small public library 

Statistics manual 

“Surveys manual 


Insurance—Books 
Metropolitan areas 





EXTENSION 


City extension service 


Special problems of medit s y 
['vpes of administrative organization 

Use of forms and administrative routines 
County and regional libraries—Manual 

Regional libraries 


LEGISLATION 


American library laws (supplement) 
Legislation 


* Scheduled for 1939-40 























Case book 
Community 
Graphs 
*Library exhibits 

Library promotional literature 
Library reports 

Publicity manual (2) 


relations 


Equipment studies: 
*Floors and floor coverings 
Lighting 


Methods for reproducing cards 
One-room library and home-made furniture 


Shelving 
Library buildings (Wheeler) 
Library interiors 


T 
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Pusiic RELATIONS 


ibraries and 
Abrary 


leisure 

service—lI nterpretative leaflet 
*rimer of librarianship 
Publicity service (continuing) 
Reading—Popular leaflet for adults 


BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 


Equipment studies: 
Display equipment 
Loan desk equipment 
Small supplies 


ECHNICAL Processes (Except CATALOGING) 


Bibliographical methods and techniques Library methods 

finding manual Order and accession work 
Code for filing cards 

Book SELECTION 
Book selection Editions—How to choose (treat as introduction to 
Editions hile, below?) 
Book SELECTION—TOOLS 

*Booklist Books, 1030 Booklist, for small libraries 
Booklist for hospital libraries Booklist, suggestions concerning 
*Books for tired eyes (3d ed.) Books by Catholic authors 
*Buying list for small libraries (6th ed.) Books for prison libraries 


*Evaluation and description of 


*Replacement list of fiction (2d ed.) 


ibrary history 


Dictionary of library terms 
History of the A.l 


Librarianship, a social 


American | 


force 


Library service (orientation) 
Agricultural libraries manual 
*Archives and libraries, 1039 
Blind, Manual on work with 


Ephemera 
egisl itive reference work 
Medical library primer 
Museum libraries 
Music department manual 
Pamphl use with readers 
Public documents: 
History of the U 
*Manual on state documents 


ets, 


Ss 


depository system 


series Editions file 

Foreign fiction and drama in translation 
Foreign language lists (several) 

Guide to reference books (7th ed.) 
Variant titles 


LIBRARIANSHIP, LIBRARIANS AND GENERAL 


American library pioneers (several) 

Dictionary of librarianship 

Encyclopedia of library economy 

History of printing and bookmaking 

Library annual 

Library history 

*hilosophy of librarianship 

rranslations of selected foreign library literature 





SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND SERVICES 


Archives and libraries, 
Hospital libraries 
Hospital libraries symposium 
Law libraries manual 
Legislative reference work 
Manuscripts (See also, Cataloging) 
Municipal reference service—Small libraries 
Pamphlets 
Parents’ bookshelf (7th ed.) 
Picture collection 
Public documents: 

Check list, city and state (U.S.A.) 


1940 , 
International handbook 











Subject approach 
Special libraries 





SERVICE TO READERS 
Adult education Reference periodical 
Circulation routines 
Circulation work 
Library procedures and self-education 


Reference—Administration and methods 

Reference— Methods and materials in special subjects 
Reference tools for work with periodicals 

*Reference work—Subject approach 


* Scheduled for 1939-40 
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SERVICE TO READERS—TOOLS 





























*Abbreviations list Bibliographic terms—Di nar : 
| portrait index (supplement) Biography—Current service H 
Anniversaries and holidays (2d ed.) Club programs 5 

*Books for adult beginners Forces in English and x 
Literature of American history (2d ed.) Guide to the offi t New Dea 

*Reading course—Psychology administrations, ‘ 

*Subject index to adult poetry Hobbies, with 
Subject index to short stories Indexes: 

Subject list of serials More than 20 in addi- 

tion to those li itions. A 
canvass of the I ra year 
ago reveals approximately 2¢ a wide 
variety of subjects. It is some of 
these may form the basis for S } 
Reading courses i 
Reading lists (many) ; 
Sequels 
PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE COLLEGE AND University Liprary FIe.ps 
Planned or Under Way Proposed 
ADMINISTRATION 

College libraries—Survey manual Ce s xternal cont 
College libraries—Symposium ( es—Finan 1 aces ting 
College president and his library Ce s—Staff anu 
Publicity leaflet for collece students Re to life of t co 
University library—External control 
Yearbooks 

Book SELECTION—TOOLS 
*Supplement to Shaw list Annual sup] ents to S| upp! 
Current book list—Scholarly publications 
Current book list-—l le " 
STUDIES AND SURVEYS 

Junior college library in relation to instructional Educational methods—Influet n reading and use 

procedures of library materials 

*Teaching with books (Branscomb) Reading in colleges 

Summaries of significant studies (annually ?) 
Survey of California junior college 
SERVICE TO READERS—TOOLS 

Guide to bibliographies of foreign theses Resources 
Reference and research methods Bi " Manu U.S 
Resources Hispanic collections Check lst ¢ uni t 

Handbook of sp 1 ec 
Union catalogs (several 
Pu :¢ Prop ‘ » So : . =x’s Lip _ EF ' 
UBLISHING ROPOSALS IN THE SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARY IELDS 
Planned or Under Way Proposed 
ADMINISTRATION 
*Library in the school (3d ed.) of 1 brary 
School library organization primer 
ypes of school library administration 
za 1 t 
ua { 
Book SELECTION—TOOLS 

Books for senior high school library (new ed.) Books for junior hich sch < 
Illustrated editions of high school classics (new ed.) Evaluation of services listing and indexing free and 
Literature of high school subjects expensive materials 
Reference books for schools Graded list of books f new ed.) 


Scheduled for 1939-40. 
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BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 


and equipment of children’s rooms 
ry and equipment of school libraries 





INTEGRATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARY WITH CURRICULUM 


Fusion of the library with the curriculum: 
English (retarded readers) 

Home economics 

Social studies, junior high (3) 

Social studies, rural schools 

Social studies, senior high 

Use of books as tools 

chool library in action 


Fusion of the library with the curriculum: 
Mathematics 
Visual education 

Integration of library instruction in teachers college 
curriculum 


yn 


SpeciaAL ‘Topics 
Adolescent and his reading 


Teaching use of library (pictorial) Books for young people (principles and lists) 
Underprivileged reader History of children’s books 
Visual aids School library in relation to guidance, citizenship, 
and other special programs 
School library measurement 
Teaching use of library 


Book annotation 


SERVICE TO READERS—TOOLS 
Indexes: 
*Children’s plays juvenile fiction 
Historical poetry and drama Reading materials for junior high school level 
*Reading material for intermediate grades Reading materials for senior high school level 
Vocations in biography 
*Recent children’s books 


Indexes: 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Children’s reading—Pamphlet for adults Popular interpretation of library service to children 
and youth 


LiprARY HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY 
History of school libraries American library pioneers: 
Caroline M. Hewins and others 
History of publishing for children 
Illustrators of children’s books 





PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE CATALOGING FIELD 





Planned or Under Way Proposed 


CATALOGING—GENERAL 


*A.L.A. catalog code (new ed.) Aid for cataloging in less common foreign languages 
Annotated bibliography of tools for catalogers A.L.A. catalog code, Spanish translation 
*Catalogers’ . . . yearbooks Library of Congress catalog in book form 
*Introduction to cataloging . . . (2d ed.) Name list (authority file) 

Notes on catalog cards 


Simple library cataloging (3d ed.) 
Simple library cataloging—Spanish translation 
Vatican code—English translation 


CATALOGING—SPECIAL 


Cataloging manual for high school libraries 
Special collections: 
Local collection 
Maps and atlases 
*Maps, old and rare 
*Music 


Public documents 


Special collections: 
Manuscripts 
Photographs and slides 
Rare books of 16th and 17th centuries 





* Sche luled for 1939-40 
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CLASSIFICATION 


Classification code for school libraries 
Classification— Political science 
Code for classifiers (2d ed.) 


Classification Educatior 


SuBJEcT HEADINGS 


List of theological subject headings (2d ed.) 
The Special Libraries Association has several special 
lists under way 


Scheduled for 1939-40 


BooKLIstT 


In a sense the Booklist prints its report 
twice a month. A summary of those semi- 
monthly issues for the past year shows that 
four special articles, five foreign lists, eight 
document, two hospital library lists, and a 
subject list on education for parenthood and 
family living were printed during the year, 
besides two regular annual lists—books for 
young people and health books for public li- 
braries. All of this material, except three 
of the special articles, was contributed or 
sponsored by A.L.A. committees, and was in 
addition to the regular listings and annota- 
tions of selected current books. 

The Booklist has now worked out its 
close semimonthly schedule fairly well. 
There is no leeway and work on different 
issues necessarily overlaps, but publication 
dates have been kept faithfully with little 
variance. 

The office was fortunate in securing one 
Works Progress Administration assistant to 
work on rehabilitating the file of author 
entries. This file is a record of all books 
entered in the Booklist since its beginning 
in 1905. It is used constantly, not only for 
the work of the Booklist, but in answering 
letters of inquiry from all parts of the 
United States, especially from regions poorly 
supplied with library facilities. The work 
on the file could not be done by the regular 
staff because of lack of time. The only 
change in personnel was a new part-time 
clerical assistant to fill a vacancy. 

At the Executive Board meeting in Oc 
tober, 1938, Booklist policies and problems 
were discussed. A committee consisting of 
Margaret R. Greer, chairman, Isabel Mc- 
Laughlin and Dora V. Smith, was appointed 
to inquire into the attention which the Book- 
list is, or should be, giving to the books of 


List for business and economics 

List for music 

List for picture collection 

Symposium on principles of subject headings 
Union list in technical subjects 


educational publishers. An excellent report 
made which has since been mimeo- 
graphed and sent to representative Booklist 
Re- 
plies are now ready to be summarized. At 
the Executive Board’s request the Board 
on Library Service to Children and Young 
People is studying ways in which the Book- 
list may be made more useful to schools 
without sacrificing its service to small and 
medium-sized public libraries. 


was 


subscribers for comment and advice. 


During the year, at the request of a super 


visor of institution libraries, the Booklist 
began to indicate by the phrase “Large 
type,” books printed in 12 point type or 


larger. It is believed that this information 
will be useful for a variety of special groups 
as well as for libraries generally. 

The work of Elizabeth Groves, the new 
assistant in charge of children’s books, has 
progressed satisfactorily, mainly along the 
lines which were initiated and developed so 
ably through many years of devoted service 
to the Booklist by Jessie Gay Van Cleve. 
Miss Groves spoke at two state library meet 
ings and before several small groups in and 
around Chicago during the year; she com- 
piled the annual Recent Children’s Books 
besides several special bibliographies. She 
has made a very definite contribution of her 
own to the work of the Booklist. The num- 
ber of voter-advisers for the list for young 
people has been increased and intensive work 
done with the selection of books for that 
group. 


From August 1, 1938, through July 31, 


1939, the Booklist received 5319 review 
copies of books and 600 pamphlets; 2484 


as many pamphlets 
Of the 5319 
adult classified 


listed and 
mentioned as space permitted. 


1124 


books were 


books received, were 


books, 331 were fiction, 487 were in series, 
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172 were new editions; 307 were new chil- 
dren’s books and 63 were new editions of 
children’s books. During the year, subscrip- 
tions reached a new high of 7590. At this 
writing they number 7328, having dropped 
because summer expirations are slow to be 
renewed. 

The problem of how the Booklist can 
better serve its users without exceeding its 
budget and allotted space, or curtailing its 
present service, demands constant considera- 
tion. Reading interests fluctuate; new sub- 


‘(D epartment 
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jects command attention; slow readers need 
aid. Book selection must now serve a swiftly 
changing world, one which is turning more 
and more to books for help in finding a way 
out of the present chaos. Although the old 
cultural values still stand, the present 
emphasis is in sociological and economic 
fields. The selection of good books which 
forward truth, reason, and tolerance, rather 
than emotion and prejudice, is a responsi- 
bility librarians cannot ignore. 

ZAInEE B. Vosper, Editor of the Booklist 


of Membership Organization 


anda I nformation 


MEMBERSHIP 


Strictly speaking the period covered by 
this annual report should be that which has 
elapsed since the one for 1938 was issued. 
During this period certain progress can be 
recorded and developments noted. 

The net membership has increased from 
14,103 in August, 1938, to 15,268 on August 
31, 1939. Ten years ago the membership 
was 11,833 and five years ago, 11,731. Since 
August, 1938, 2376 new members have been 
enrolled, 1891 of these during 1939. At the 
end of 1938, 211 were lost by resignation, 
62 by death, and 1523 from failure to pay 
1938 dues. The delinquent list of unpaid 


1939 dues on August 31 numbered 1262 
members. It is hoped that this figure will 
be materially reduced before the end of 


1939. 

Five states having the largest new en- 
rolment since the 1938 Handbook was is- 
sued are: 


California 


(ie devuye anes ela eee 302 
New York o 0 wae wae ee 285 
DEEN 4vksesecorveusdysatebese wen 151 
PTT ee 149 
MPO Sivka cs theta dans eeeee eee een 110 


Five states showing the greatest percent- 
age of new enrolments are: 


California 


PE APR Ep POA AP ete 33 

ED iv kde cidae wen abe bean 304 
DD. ¢c:cb cand vnat mere neeb eee 233 
EE Asaa.veu bce-a0t nd banana .232 
ee ke ey ee 227 


Alberta, Manitoba, and Sackatchewan with 
very small membership showed increases 
which were proportionately high. 
made a 26 per cent gain. 

For the first time the 1938 Handbook 
contained in addition to the alphabetical list 
of members, a geographical list. Response to 
this new feature has been gratifying. Im- 
provements have been suggested for later 
issues. Reports indicate that it is being 
used extensively. 

Continuing membership without dues after 
twenty-five years of unbroken A.L.A. mem- 
bership has been granted by action of the 
Executive Board to ten retired librarians 
this year. 

Dr. John H. Finley, editor emeritus of 
the New York Times, was elected to hon- 
orary membership in June, during the San 
Francisco conference. 


Hawaii 


The by-law providing for payments for 
life membership in the Association was 
suspended indefinitely in June by action of 
the Association. The proposed revision of 
dues was given as reason for suspension 
until final action has been taken. 

During this fiscal year the Quebec, Rhode 
Island, and Louisiana library associations 
have become chapters of the A.L.A. 

From year to year no startling changes 
seem apparent in enrolment work. How- 
ever, the cumulative effect of a continuous 
program over a longer period furnishes a 
better perspective. The end of this fiscal 
year marking as it does the completion of a 
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five-year period for the present chairman, 
and coinciding with a ten-year one for the 
chief of the Membership Department, a 
brief summary of some factors which seem 
to have been of more than passing signifi- 
cance may be helpful. 

Fourteen associations, 7 state, 2 provin- 
cial, and § local library clubs have become 
chapters of the A.L.A. since 1929. 

Ten years ago the Association was launch- 
ing a drive to qualify for an offered grant 
to its capital endowment. The offer spe- 
cifically related to the ability of the As- 
sociation to demonstrate its strength and 
solidarity through its membership. In ef- 
fect, membership revenue was compared to 
income from invested capital. The Mem- 
bership Committee promptly associated itself 
with the drive to increase memberships for 
this significant purpose. This campaign cul- 
minated successfully in 1932 by meeting goals 
set. Membership income when this effort 
began was about $20,000. Revenue from 
dues during the fiscal year just ‘closing was 
over $67,000. Except for this drive no high 
pressure efforts have been promulgated by 
the committee. Experience indicates that 
the profession has neither the talent nor the 
taste for pressure techniques. Gains by 
these methods are of doubtful value and 
often of short duration. 

The entire effort to get and hold members 
is less one of cause than of effect. Emphasis 
which the Association chooses to place on 
various phases of its work reacts inevitably 
on membership promotion. At the same 
time it is significant that nearly 12,000 mem- 
bers continued their active support through- 
out the period of acute financial stress 
covered roughly by the period from 1932- 
34- 

Beginning in 1930 when the first Activities 
Committee made its report, followed by sub- 
sequent committees reporting in 1934 and 
1939, the Association has devoted consider- 
able time to self-criticism through these 
periodic scrutinies. Thus far they have 
resulted in, among other things, increased 
services which benefit the membership indi- 
vidually and as a whole. 

In December, 1935, a was es- 
tablished at the headquarters office to 
give increased attention to services to li- 


division 
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school and children’s work. 

The Bulletin has been enlarged and im- 
proved since 1932 when an increase in dues 
was voted. Increased statistical services 
have been incorporated. A retirement an- 
nuity plan has been in operation more than 
five years, which offers great advantages 
personally as well as social advancement for 
the whole profession. Its full significance 
has not yet been recognized by the profes- 
sion. Standards of classification and pay 
plans for municipal public libraries have 
been adopted by the Association which are 
of direct concern to a large proportion of 
the membership. Similar plans in other 
fields are contemplated. 

Some difficult personnel problems are 
capable of solution through the adoption 
of wiser administration policies in libraries. 
Increased attention to these problems may 
be expected through the findings and recom- 
mendations contained in a new study, Per- 
sonnel Administration in Public Libraries, 
by Clara W. Herbert, just published by the 
A.L.A. Much needs to be accomplished in 
this field. 

In 1936, in response to expressed interest 
in several quarters, the Membership Com- 
mittee undertook a study of a professional 
classification of A.L.A. membership. A 
tentative plan was published in the April, 
1938, Bulletin. This plan, referred by 
Council to the third Activities Committee, 
has not been acted upon by the membership. 
Another plan for classifying membership has 
been proposed by the Activities Committee 
in the June, 1939, Bulletin. Before the 
membership decides upon the plan it prefers 
and takes action, the Membership Commit- 
tee joins the Activities Committee in urging 
careful study of each plan, so that action 
may be taken with full 
what is involved. 

These are a few achievements which ob- 
viously concern the profession in general 
even when some of them apply more directly 
to problems of special groups. 


brarians in 


understanding of 


Every step 
forward in behalf of the general welfare 
should exert a renewed claim on the mem- 
bership and justify the expectation that 
through continued concerted effort more 
progress can be made. 

If, as has been said, the recommendations 
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for reorganization are designed “to make the 
members responsible for the A.L.A.” the 
members must be willing to assume that 
responsibility. 

Membership promotion is not headline 
material. Neither are the results accidental. 
The committee, throughout the United States 
and Canada, and the membership office are 
constantly reading the barometer of mem- 
ber reaction. They must know what the 
Association is doing, and why, in order to 
help in interpreting the mutual advantages 
of membership. A realistic understanding 
of conditions and intelligent attempts to 
meet them are essential for success. Wish- 
ing, unfortunately, won’t make it so. 

Whatever measure of success has been at- 
tained thus far is due to the generous 
amount of time, energy, and ingenuity con- 
tributed by all who have collaborated in 
the work. The committee and the member- 
ship office look back briefly only to look 
forward more intelligently. 

Members of the 1938-39 committee are 
listed on the inside back cover of this Bulle- 
tin. 

Wintrrep Ver Nooy, Chairman 

A.L.A. Membership Committee 

Cora M. Beatty, Chief 

Department of Membership Organization 

and Information 


SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP AND ENDOWMENT 


“To make people conscious of the library’s 
importance as an agency for the diffusion of 
ideas on fundamental and current problems 
and of its claim as such to support,” has 
been a familiar clause in the Friends of 
Libraries Committee objectives for the past 
five years. It might serve as a text for the 
annual report of this division because its 
varied activities—and those of the Friends 
of Libraries Committee—including special 
membership enrelment; gifts and bequest 
promotion; organization and activities of 
Friends of the Library groups; conference 
participation and publicity have all been steps 
toward this goal. 

Considering these steps one at a time the 
year’s work has been marked by the follow- 
ing progress: 


A. Special Membership Efforts 
Receipts from special memberships by Au- 


gust 31 (end of fiscal year) will be well over 
the budget estimate of $16,000 for 1938-39. 

1. General. The policy has been to main- 
tain a quiet, persistent effort to enrol new 
friends as sustaining and contributing mem- 
bers, both within and outside of the profes- 
sion, from highly selective prospect lists. 
Committee members have helped to compile 
these lists but invitations have been sent 
from headquarters by the President and 
Secretary. 

Instead of initiating a “campaign” to in- 
crease the special membership enrolment, 
which would be expensive and perhaps rela- 
tively ineffective, it is hoped gradually to 
replace some of the annual special member- 
ship income with permanent income in the 
form of gifts for special purposes, thus elim- 
inating the annual overhead necessary for re- 
newals. 

2. Five-Y ear Sustaining Membership. Ella 
V. Aldrich secured twenty pledges to carry 
on for another five years the sustaining mem- 
bership in the name of Carnegie fellows, 
each participant paying $5 a year in addi- 
tion to his regular A.L.A. dues. 


B. Friends of Libraries Committee 


This has been the most active year in the 
history of the committee with nearly every 
one of the 57 committee members function- 
ing in one or more of the following ways: 

(1) By securing a special member; (2) 
by compiling lists of carefully selected pros- 
pects for special membership; (3) by help- 
ing to create “honor funds” for distinguished 
librarians; (4) by securing the cooperation 
ot lawyers in efforts to encourage library 
gifts; (5) by preparing a list of “wise gifts 
to libraries;” (6) by promoting Friends of 
the Library groups (including exhibits at 
state meetings, speaking at local, regional, or 
state meetings or securing speakers and plan- 
ning the meetings); (7) by contributing 
articles on aspects of the committee work 
to various publications; and (8) by rendering 
service at the A.L.A. conference. 

Five states not represented on last year’s 
committee have representatives this year. 
They are: Delaware, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Michigan, and New Hampshire. 

Honor to Dr. Finley. Dr. John H. Finley, 
for four years honorary chairman of this 
committee, was elected an honorary member 
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of the A.L.A. Dr. Finley, whose name was 
proposed to the special committee on honor- 
ary membership by Miss Loeber, has served 
for many years as trustee of the New York 
Public Library and is an active member of 
both the Friends of Princeton Library and 
the Friends of Knox College Library. 

Executive Subcommittee. To facilitate 
planning for such a large and far-flung com- 
mittee, the chairman appointed an executive 
subcommittee composed of the following: 
Jeanne Griffin, Michigan; Lena B. Nofcier, 
Kentucky; Alfred H. Rawlinson, Arkansas; 
Edna Phillips, Massachusetts; and Althea 
H. Warren, California. 

A statement of policy on gifts and bequests 
was prepared as one of the first tasks of this 
committee. It was presented and approved 
by the A.L.A. Council in June. 

League of Library Commissions Coopera- 
tion. A committee consisting of H. Marjorie 
Beal, chairman, Adelene J. Pratt, and 
Lena B. Nofcier, was appointed by Con- 
stance Bement, president of the League of 
Library Commissions, to cooperate with the 
Friends of Libraries Committee. 

Its first task was a survey of library gifts 
and bequests which brought responses from 
38 states and furnished excellent data for 
publicity material. 

Special Membership and Endowment 
Study Committee. As the final step in the 
work of this special committee ideas and 
suggestions were gathered together by the 
executive assistant from universities, colleges, 
and national organizations on fund-raising 
methods. Those found adaptable to libraries 
and the A.L.A. were: bequest program, me- 
morial funds, gifts by life insurance, trust 
funds, cooperation with trust institutions, 
tax economies through gifts, and voluntary 
supporting memberships. 

A summary of the report was approved 
by the Executive Board last October and 
decision as to the order of emphasis was 
left to the A.L.A. Headquarters office. Me- 
morial and honor funds were the first choice. 

Although it was prepared only for Execu- 
tive Board information and the use of the 
study committee, the mimeographed report 
on Trends and Techniques in Fund-raising 
has occasioned requests from college librar- 
ians and it is to be made available by the 
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A.L.A. Publications Department at $1 a 
copy. 


C. Gift and Bequest Promotion 


1. H. H. Bo Meyer Memorial Fund. 
This fund of $2000, which was created 
through the efforts of the chairman, with 
assistance from William Warner Bishop, 
George Burwell Utley, Charles Martel, and 
others, was presented to the Association at 
the Friends of the Library luncheon at San 
Francisco in the presence of Mrs. Meyer. 
It is to be in effect a permanent sustaining 
membership. (See “H. H. B. Meyer Me- 
morial Fund,” 4.L.4. Bulletin 33: 504, 
517, July, 1939, and “Library Friends in San 
Francisco,” Ibid., 506-07, 521-22.) 

2. Special Honor Fund. The chairman 
and Mr. Utley also served on an honor fund 
committee to create a special fund for 
another distinguished past president of the 
A.L.A. to be used as a grant-in-aid to an 
American librarian of outstanding ability 
for travel, study, writing, or other distin- 
guished professional services. An anony- 
mous donor has agreed to underwrite the 
fund if librarian friends indicate their in- 
terest through small contributions. The 
fund is approaching completion as this is 
written but details are confidential. 

At least two other similar funds are in 
prospect. Augusta Starr is assisting with 
plans for one of them. 

3. Lawyer Cooperation. At the midwin- 
ter business meeting the idea was approved 
of having lawyers (preferably trustees) 
speak at regional meetings in the spring on 
tax laws in relation to gifts and bequests to 
libraries. The plan was very successfully 
tried out in Michigan by Jeanne Griffin who 
scheduled six different lawyers at as many 
different meetings. The text of their talks 
will be available also for other publicity 
purposes. 

Helene Rogers tried personal interviews 
with lawyers in Illinois and found consid- 
erable interest but was handicapped for lack 
of the proper leaflet to give them for dis- 
tribution to clients. 


D. Friends of the Library Groups 


One of the most gratifying results of the 
year has been the increased growth in num 
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ber and achievements of these friendly and 
helpful groups of laymen. The policy of the 
Friends of Libraries Committee has been to 
publicize the idea and let each community 
or institution work out its own plan of or- 
ganization, choose its own objectives, and 
carry them forward always, of course, in 
close cooperation with librarians, library 
trustees, library committees, or other appro- 
priate authorities. 

The number of known groups formed or 
in the formative process has increased to 
130 in 38 states, the District of Columbia, 
and Hawaii and two Canadian provinces. 
They have been organized about public, col- 
lege, university, reference, teachers college, 
junior college, school, and special libraries. 
The number of members varies from thirty 
or forty to several hundred. The largest 
one is probably that of the Buffalo Public 
Library with 1135 members divided into 
community groups centered about the 
branches. The largest college group is prob- 
ably the Friends of Princeton Library with 
more than 900 members. 

Other facts about the groups’ develop- 
ment are drawn from reports submitted for 
consultation purposes at the committee booth 
at the June conference. A few are offered 
here as typical: 

1. Objectives. (a) Academic Groups. A\l- 
though variously stated the objectives are 
practically the same: to maintain an asso- 
ciation of persons interested in books; to 
assist in bringing to the library important 
materials which are beyond the command of 
the ordinary budget through gifts of books, 
pamphlets, documents, manuscripts, and pe- 
riodicals and to build up the library re- 
sources by uniting a large number of small 
contributions. New buildings, too, are a 
long-range objective. 

(b) Public Library Groups. In different 
ways these groups function: to focus atten- 
tion on library needs; to stimulate gifts of 
books, magazines, desirable collections, en- 
dowments, and bequests; to increase local tax 
appropriations, secure a new building or a 
new branch or a new wing; to enrich the 
cultural opportunities available to the com- 
munity and to sponsor such projects as book 
fairs, exhibits. story hours, book talks, et 
cetera. 
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2. Accomplishments. (a) Academic 
Groups. One scholarly reference library, as 
a result of its first invitation, secured an 
enrolment of 600 friends paying $10 a year, 
thus increasing its annual income by $6000. 
The ultimate goal is 3000 members paying 
$30,000. 

The first tax-supported state college li- 
brary to organize a group announces that 
its initial efforts have brought in more than 
$1400 in funds and in addition many fine 
collections of books and materials. 

A university group reports progress on its 
ambitious ten-year program to raise a mil- 
lion dollar endowment for the library. 

Another university group, three years old, 
has launched a campaign for a new library 
building. A gift to the building fund of 
$50,000 was almost an immediate result. 

Memorial funds, rare and precious mate- 
rials, special collections, and thousands of 
gift books and periodicals have been added 
to academic library resources by more than 
fifty Friends of the Library groups. 

(b) Public Library Groups. One group 
completed a campaign for a $140,000 new 
branch building and is now working to se- 
cure furnishings and interior decorations. 
Two other groups have new buildings as an 
objective. 

Arkansas’ first bookmobile was made pos- 
sible by the gift of $500 by a Little Rock 
group which announces, as its next step, the 
purchase of an automobile trailer branch. 

A doubled appropriation by the town; a 
growing building fund; a bequest for a 
children’s wing complete are reported by a 
group in a New England town (population 
6217) as progress in two years and a half 
from almost complete apathy. The group 
numbers 150 members who have also con- 
tributed about $400 a year for books. 

Another New England group began by 
making a survey of the library and then 
appointing committees to work on different 
library problems. An early result was the 
establishment of a new music department 
with the proceeds from concerts, named in 
honor of a distinguished music patroness of 
the community. 

Space does not permit a detailed report of 
group activities but these are typical. 
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E. Conference Activities 


1. Friends of Libraries Committee Booth. 
An innovation this year was a booth at the 
San Francisco conference furnished with a 
divan and comfortable chairs where delegates 
appointed by the state governors and com- 
mittee members could meet and exchange 
views and where those seeking practical in- 
formation about group organizations could 
discuss their problems and consult scrap- 
books of Friends of the Library plans. 
Committee members took turns in manning 
the booth. Many requests for further in- 
formation from headquarters were left at 
the booth. 

2. Friends of the Library Luncheon. A 
new feature of this meeting was the “good 
will” broadcasts of several foreign dele- 
gates, three of them through the assistance 
of the Committee on Cooperation with Latin 
America. (Reported in detail in the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin 33: 506-07, 521-22, July, 1939.) 

One-half hour of the program was broad- 
cast over a coast-to-coast network and in- 
cluded a five-minute radio message brought 
7000 miles to the meeting by Jan Masaryk 
speaking from London, and another address 
from Washington, D.C., by the United 
States Ambassador from Colombia, South 
America, the Honorable Miguel Lopez 
Pumarejo. Jane I. Curtis, committee mem- 
ber from California, gave splendid assistance 
with plans and arrangements and her local 
corps of hostesses was a great help in creat- 
ing friendly and intimate contacts among so 
large a gathering. 

At the speakers’ table were guests of 
honor representative of a wide range of 
citizen library interest: trustees; the presi- 
dent of the California Citizens Library 
Council; the senior member of the Berkeley 
City Council representing the mayor; gover- 
nors’ delegates from half a dozen states; the 
secretary of the Carnegie Corporation; dele- 
gates from five foreign countries; a noted 
author; a library philanthropist. 

3. Library Gifts Round Table. Carrying 
out its custom of making available to li- 
brarians and trustees the advice of specialists 
in the fund-raising field, the program for this 
meeting included an address by Lyman J. 
Pierce, of Pierce and Hedrick, Inc., a finan- 
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cial counsellor of forty years’ experience in 
the college and university fund-raising field. 
His address will appear, in part, in the Pro- 
ceedings together with points of the discus- 
sion which followed. Later it is hoped to 
make it available in separate form. 


F. Committee Publicity 


Four issues of 4.L.4. News, a mimeo- 
graphed news bulletin, published occasionally 
to keep committee members informed of 
progress, were prepared and distributed. 

The School Libraries Section in the De- 
cember, 1938, Wilson Bulletin, featured an 
article prepared at headquarters, “Friends 
Are Year-Round Santas,” describing Friends 
of the Library activities for high school li- 
braries. 

The chairman wrote a chapter on Friends 
of the Library groups at the request of Dr. 
Frank P. Hill for inclusion in a history of 
the A.L.A. 

A talk made by Zona Gale at the Friends 
of the Library luncheon at Kansas City, 
“Why Libraries Need Friends,” was made 
the “lead” article in Library Journal for 
October 1, 1938. 

The Marchbanks Press. of New York 
City, selected “Friends of the Library, a 
soliloquy uttered by Christopher Morley” 
at the New York conference Friends of the 
Library luncheon for reprinting as a mono- 
graph. It first appeared in the Saturday 
Review of Literature. 

George T. Cochran, a lawyer-trustee of 
La Grande, Ore., prepared an article on 
tax laws affecting Oregon library gifts (at 
the request of a committee member) to be 
published in the Oregon state library bulle- 
tin. 

Several state bulletins, in response to a 
letter from the chairman and the efforts of 
the League of Library Commissions com- 
mittee, devoted considerable space to articles 
on gifts and bequests. 

Two articles appearing in Canadian pe- 
riodicals were written by E. C. Kyte and 
Julia Stockett, respectively. One appeared 


in the Queen’s Review, May, 1939, and the 
other will be published in the Ontario Li- 
brary Review. 

Numerous articles in the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
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were supplied by the executive assistant and 
there were many shorter contributions by 
committee members to local and state bulle- 
tins. 

Exhibits at state meetings included one for 
the Nebraska Federation of Women’s Clubs 
staged by Mrs. M. M. Jennings, state li- 
brary chairman of the federation, in coopera- 
tion with the Nebraska Public Library 
Commission and one at the New Jersey 
Library Association meeting handled by 
Janet K. Zimmerman. Others are planned 
for fall meetings. 

Committee members who spoke at state 
meetings included: Jennie T. Schrage, at the 
Louisiana library conference; Matthew H. 
Douglass, at the state-wide library meeting 
in Oregon; Edna Phillips, at the Massachu- 
setts Library Association meeting at Pitts- 
field; Wilma Shelton, at the New Mexico 
Library Association meeting at Albuquerque. 

Routine Activities. In addition to the 
above and continuing daily throughout the 
year have been the routine duties at head- 
quarters concerned with special membership 
renewals, keeping of records, systematic 
follow-ups, drafting of appropriate enclo- 
sures, and so forth. 

The chairman and the executive assistant 
are deeply grateful to committee members 
who have generously given interest and time 
from their own busy days to make possible 
this year’s steps of progress. The committee 
personnel is as follows: 

John H. Finley, New York Times, New 
York City, honorary chairman 

John Stewart Bryan, News-Leader, Rich- 
mond, Va., honorary vice chairman 

Monroe E. Deutsch, University of Cali 
fornia, Berkeley, honorary vice chairman 

Alabama: Lila May Chapman 

California: Jane Isabel Curtis 

Colorado: Louise F. Kampf 

Connecticut: Julian A. Sohon 

Delaware: Nellie Morton 

District of Columbia: Isabel DuBois 
Florida: Louise Richardson 
Idaho: Lalla Bedford 

Illinois: Helene H. Rogers, George Bur- 
well Utley 

Indiana: Christopher B. Coleman 

Iowa: Edna Giesler 


Kansas: Gayle D. Clark 

Louisiana: John Hall Jacobs 

Maine: N. Orwin Rush 

Maryland: Eleanor W. Falley 

Massachusetts: Flora B. Ludington 

Minnesota: Augusta Starr 

Mississippi: Elizabeth Robinson 

Missouri: Irene Gentry 

Nebraska: Bertha Baumer 

New Hampshire: Mrs. Mildred Peterson 
McKay 

New Jersey: Helen Travis Ziegler, Janet 
K. Zimmerman 

New Mexico: Wilma Loy Shelton 

New York: John Adams Lowe, Elizabeth 
M. Smith 

North Carolina: H. Marjorie Beal 

Ohio: Georgie G. McAfee 

Oklahoma: Mrs. Mabel H. Peacock 

Oregon: Matthew H. Douglass 

Pennsylvania: Frances H. Kelly 

Rhode Island: Grace M. Sherwood 

South Carolina: Fant H. Thornley 

Tennessee: Adelaide C. Rowell 

Texas: Cleora Clanton 

Utah: Esther Nelson 

Virginia: Pearl Hinesley 

Washington: Alice Frost, Mrs. Gladys S. 
Puckett 

Wisconsin: Jennie T. Schrage 

Wyoming: Mary E. Marks 


Members of the Executive Subcommittee 
ire: 

Arkansas: Alfred H. Rawlinson 

California: Althea H. Warren 

Kentucky: Lena B. Nofcier 

Massachusetts: Edna Phillips 

Michigan: Jeanne Griffin 


Members of the Canadian Subcommittee 
are: 

British Columbia: Julia C. 
chairman 

Alberta: Mrs. Clara M. Stuart 

Maritime Provinces: Estelle M. A. 
Vaughan 

Ontario: E. C. Kyte, Angus Mowat 

Quebec: Kathleen R. Jenkins 


Stockett, 


L. Etsa Loeser, Chairman 
A.L.A. Friends of Libraries Committee 
Estuer H. Dixon, Executive Assistant 
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PUBLICITY 
Bulletin 


The major development this year has been 
in the Bulletin. 

For several months before changes in 
format and content were made in January, 
1939, the editor studied factors making for 
readability and held conferences with the 
Executive Board and staff which yielded 
many valuable suggestions. 

Response of A.L.A. members to the new 
cover, the “Clearing House,” photographs 
of A.L.A. leaders, and other added features 
was immediate. Friendly letters came from 
all parts of the country and even from 
abroad warmly commending the changes. 

Two weaknesses in the Bulletin are still 
a source of concern to those responsible to 
the membership for its publication. 

1. Nine news issues a year are not suf- 
ficient to keep more than 15,000 college, 
school, public, and special librarians and li- 
brary trustees in touch with the news which 
they have a right to expect as A.L.A. mem- 
bers. A monthly news Bulletin is the least 
which the Association should publish today 
if it is to offer the professional leadership it 
should. The fact that other library periodi- 
cals are available is no excuse for failure to 
give to the entire membership immediately 
such news as important decisions made by the 
President and Executive Board which in 
some instances have had to be reported to 
A.L.A. members just three months after 
action was taken. 

2. Space to carry news of wide interest to 
library assistants is also greatly needed if 
the Association is to serve the rank and 
file of its members as well as library lead- 
ers. At present such matters as A.L.A. 
reorganization, federal and state legislation, 
and official reports require so much space 
that the Bulletin with its large circulation 
does not begin to give the spur to library 
progress which it could if every issue car- 
ried more news of what individual school, 
college, and public libraries are doing to im- 
prove service to their readers. 

The Bulletin is the one link which every 
member has with the Association and the 
clearing house of news which it offers. The 
budget request for the coming year if ap- 
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proved by the Executive Board will make 
possible eleven news numbers (omitting 
August) and will thereby endeavor to make 
that link a more effective source of strength 
for the Association, the profession, and the 
public which it serves. 


At San Francisco 


“Staff Relations with the Public” was the 
subject of a clinic at the annual conference 
in San Francisco this year, under the joint 
sponsorship of the Publicity Committee and 
the Lending Section. 

Proposed by Ida F. Wright, and headed 
by John Adams Lowe, the clinic was the 
most popular yet arranged. In spite of the 
early morning hour, so many people wished 
to attend that three of the programs were 
repeated. The July Bulletin carried the 
Bryan, Camp, and Markley addresses, Li 
brary Journal, September 1, 1939, the Leh 
man, and the Proceedings will carry the 
Schermerhorn and Warren, thus giving the 
profession the benefit of all addresses. 

Attendance at the first four meetings was 
kept to 250 to encourage the free discussion 
which was a valuable feature of each session 
but the last meeting, open to the public, ac- 
commodated approximately 400. Among 
free materials distributed were pamphlets 
on the art of telephoning, a reading list on 
interviewing, and Six Things to Consider in 
Setting up Public Relations Policies. Dele- 
gates were also able to obtain at a generous 
discount copies of Jones and Church’s valu- 
able little book, At the Bar of Public 
O pinion. 

In addition to arranging the clinic, the 
committee with the cooperation of the 
County and Regional Libraries Section was 
responsible for a meeting on “Public Rela- 
tions for County and Regional Libraries” 
from the point of view of a county home 
demonstration agent, 
and a county librarian. 

With the expert assistance of Mrs. Dor- 
cas Reid, an exhibit of county and regional 
library publicity showed how much more 
work in this field is being done than is 
generally recognized. 


a newspaper editor, 


State library associa- 


tions and library schools may borrow the 
exhibit for the cost of transportation only. 
The weight is 50 pounds. 
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An essay contest, sponsored by the Pub- 
licity Committee, resulted in a prize-winning 
essay by Ralph E. McCoy of the University 
of Illinois on “Developing Public Relations 
in a New County or Regional Library.” 
[A4.L.4. Bulletin 33:491-93, 521, July, 
1939.] Several other essays considered 
worth noting by the judges, Mabel Gillis, 
California state librarian; Clara B. Dills, 
chairman of the County and Regional Li- 
braries Section; and William P. Tucker, 
state librarian in Washington, are available 
to borrowers from the A.L.A. Publicity Di- 
vision. 

Ruth Manlove, Janet Zimmerman, and 
Hazel Levins revised Leads No. 7, Visual 
Materials—Aids for Publicity and Display, 
during the year and Miss Zimmerman and 
Miss Levins displayed at San Francisco some 
of the free material which librarians may 
obtain through Leads. Copies of the issue 
may be obtained from A.L.A. 

Newspaper and radio publicity for the 
conference could not have been handled with- 
out the assistance of K. Dorothy Ferguson, 
chairman of the Local Publicity Committee, 
Dorothea Hyle, and Mary Duncan Carter, 
members of the A.L.A. Publicity Committee, 
and Faith Holmes Hyers, chairman of the 
A.L.A. Library Radio Broadcasting Commit- 
tee. 

We are also grateful to Mrs. Carter and 
her students, and to Marie Loizeaux, Miss 
Zimmerman, and Miss Levins for their as- 
sistance with the clinic. 


Saying It with Pictures 


At midwinter the committee arranged a 
meeting, attended by more than 250 people, 
on “Telling Your Story with Pictures,” 
Arthur Allen, associate of the Kirkland 
Studios, Chicago, discussing the use of pho- 
tographs in library publicity. An effective 
exhibit of library photographs, arranged by 
Matilde Kelly, and lantern slides shown by 
J. Ritchie Patterson of Chicago, illustrated 
Mr. Allen’s comments. 


In the Press 


Approximately 30 national magazines, hav- 
ing a combined circulation of more than 
9,000,000, have carried or have accepted 
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library articles or editorials as the result of 
work done by the Publicity Division or 
committee during the year. Among them 
were: 

American City, Boys’ Life, Character and 
Citizenship, Country Gentlewoman, English 
Journal, Farm Journal, The Girl Scout 
Leader, Independent Woman, and Journal 
of Adult Education. 

Also Kiwanis Magazine, Look, Pacific 
Bindery Talk, Public Health Nursing, Pub- 
lishers’ Weekly, Recreation, Rotarian, 
School Board Journal, School and Society, 
Southern Planter, Sunset Magazine, and Sur- 
vey. 

McCall's magazine (circulation 2,800,000) 
will carry a library article by Henry Prin- 
gle, Pulitzer prize winner, early this fall. 

On behalf of the Association, the commit- 
tee extends special thanks to the editors of 
Library Journal, Publishers’ Weekly, School 
and Society, Special Libraries, and Wilson 
Bulletin for their generous interest and as- 
sistance during the year. 

Newspaper clippings about the A.L.A., 
its work, and its members totaled 3900 dur- 
ing the year. Special recognition is due 
Mr. M. M. Harris, editor of the San 
Antonio Express, for his continued and dis- 
tinguished service. 

With the aid of Mildred Othmer Peter- 
son, the Publicity Division furnished re- 
quested articles to the American Yearbook, 
Americana, Collier’s, 


and World Book. 
On the Air 


Nine national radio programs—the larg- 
est number ever carried in connection with 
an A.L.A. conference—were given between 
June 11 and July 1 (4.L.A. Bulletin 33:505- 
06, July, 1939). Eight local broadcasts 
were also given. The script on “Religious 
Books of 1939,” prepared by Raymond P. 
Morris of Yale University Library, was re- 
quested later by the San Francisco Chronicle 
as the basis for an article. “When Books 
Saved Money,” given by Dorothea Hyle, K. 
Dorothy Ferguson, and Ralph Ulveling so 
interested the manager of the station over 
which it was broadcast that he later dis- 
cussed with Miss Ferguson the idea of 
starting a library for the station. 


New International, 
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An increasing number of calls for sample 
radio scripts come to the Publicity Division 
and are filled through the generous coopera- 
tion of libraries and state and provincial 
library associations broadcasting library pro- 
grams. Types of programs vary widely. 
Like the A.L.A., libraries are successfully 
seeking to have books and libraries featured 
on popular programs which have large es- 
tablished audiences among their patrons. 
They are in Minneapolis sending spot news 
of exhibits, meetings, etc., to broadcasting 
stations daily, announcers not only using the 
material as fillers but sometimes as part of 
regular news broadcasts. Both Minneapolis 
and St. Paul are furnishing five-minute daily 
scripts to a university announcer who does 
the broadcasting for them. Seattle is 
dramatizing books through the cooperation 
of the University of Washington campus 
players and a member of the Drama Depart- 
ment faculty who writes the scripts. The 
Minnesota Library Association, through its 
Publicity Committee, Elizabeth Bond, chair- 
man, prepared 39 scripts last year at a cost 
of approximately $30, providing 400 pro- 
grams. rebroadcast by _ small 
throughout the state. 

Chicago, in cooperation with the Recrea- 
tion Division of the Chicago Park District, 
participated in a series of dialogues on 
“What Can I Do?” calling attention to 
books on the various types of recreation be- 
ing featured by recreation leaders. 

Rochester; at the request of a local radio 
station, gave a series of eleven broadcasts for 
adults calling attention to the library’s many 
services under the title, “The Public Library 
Speaks.” 


libraries 


Scripts of all the programs mentioned 
may be borrowed through the A.L.A. Pub- 
licity Division. The division welcomes news 
of other broadcasts which may be adaptable 
in more than one library. 


Films 

Greater interest in library film production 
is increasingly apparent. The Publicity Di- 
vision is working with an A.L.A. committee 
headed by Gerald McDonald of New York, 
toward the hoped-for production of a docu- 
mentary film and is keeping in close touch 


with libraries producing films. Kalamazoo 
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and Oak Park now have films to show their 
pressing need of new buildings. Pittsfield, 
Mass., has one based on an actual instance 
of service to a working man. Kenosha, Wis., 
the California State Department of Educa- 
tion, and Mackenzie High School Library, 
Detroit, are other film producers. One large 
library reports plans for a series of films, 
each directed toward a specific group in the 
community, such as young people or parents, 
and each produced with that group especially 
in mind. 

Found in a Book, the film produced by 
the University of Illinois Library School, 
has more than paid for itself through royal- 
ties on rentals. A good rural library film 
which could be used where demonstrations 
of county or regional service are under way 
would, in the committee’s opinion, be equally 
in demand if it were available. 

Warner Brothers’ satire on library serv 
ice, The Great Library Misery, was shown 
in Chicago during the midwinter meeting 
and at San Francisco during the annual con- 
ference through the Publicity Committee’s 
arrangements. 


The Clearing House 


At least 16 libraries in cities of more 
than 100,000 population now have part-time 
or full-time public 
publicity committees. Some libraries, such 
as Minneapolis and Rochester, have more 
than one person working full-time in this 
field. Where they have been obtainable, 
Works Progress Administration artists have 
greatly aided some of these directors. In 
Minneapolis, for example, Miss Bond han- 
dles a poster exchange at the main library 
which serves 43 agencies, circulating between 
700 and Soo attractive, professionally made 
posters during the year. 

State and provincial library 


relations directors or 


associations 
and agencies, as well as local libraries, are 
giving increased attention to public relations, 
according to reports and inquiries coming to 
the Publicity Division. British Columbia, 
Illinois, Missouri, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, New York, Texas, and Wash- 
ington are among states which have stressed 
public relations in one way or another this 


past year. Campaigns in connection with 


efforts to obtain state aid, radio broadcasts, 
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state-wide newspaper publicity, contests and 
exhibits at state meetings, and poster-mak- 
ing for libraries of the state, are 


some of the activities reported. 


among 


The Publicity Division serves as a clear- 
ing house for news of state and local action 
in the public relations field, continually pass- 
ing on through the Bulletin and other li- 
brary periodicals and through personal 
correspondence word of successful under- 
takings. 


Library Publicity Honor Roll 


During the next three years, this clearing 
house function in the field of library publicity 
will be greatly facilitated through the gen- 
erosity of Halsey W. Wilson, president of 
the H. W. Wilson Company and a former 
member of the Publicity Committee. A 
library publicity honor roll is planned which 
will feature outstanding reports, handbooks, 
newspaper feature stories, rotogravure pic- 
tures, book lists, pictures of exhibits, and 
new and unusual types of publicity. Selected 
examples of such publicity produced by pub- 
lic, college, school, special library, and state 
library agencies will be shown at annual 
A.L.A. conferences and will be routed for 
display at state library meetings without 
charge by the H. W. Wilson Company. 
For a more detailed account of the proposed 
honor roll see the 4.L.A. Bulletin 33:494, 
July, 1939. 


Library W eek 

Ralph Shaw completed Library Week, a 
Junior Chamber of Commerce Project, and 
the United States Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce distributed copies to approximately 
500 local junior chambers throughout the 
country. “If You Are Planning a Library 
Week,” by Mr. Shaw, which appeared in the 
February, 1939, 4.L.4. Bulletin, gave li- 
brarians the same information about success- 
ful observances of library week which 
appeared in the Chamber of Commerce 
pamphlet. 
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Study of Public Relations 


At the suggestion of Secretary Milam, the 
task which will occupy the committee in the 
immediate future is a study of public 
relations as carried on by libraries, pub- 
lic and private agencies, and certain success- 
ful industries. Ralph Shaw is heading 
the subcommittee in charge of the study 
which it is expected will take two or three 
years. 


With Appreciation 


Working with members of the Publicity 
Committee is a privilege which both the 
chairman and executive assistant greatly en- 
joy. The response to requests for assist- 
ance is prompt, generous, and effective. Our 
thanks to all those members who have 
worked so well with us this year and also 
to Cora M. Beatty, head of the Member- 
ship Department, and to the Publicity Divi- 
sion staff for their untiring and unfailing 
cooperation. 

Members of the Publicity Committee are: 
Charles R. Brockmann, Mrs. Mary Duncan 
Carter, Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, Helen 
E. Farr, Ruth Barnett Ferguson, Gretchen 
Jannette Garrison, Edith Guerrier, M. M. 
Harris, Dorothea F. Hyle, Matilde Kelly, 
Marie D. Loizeaux, John Adams Lowe, 
Eugene C. McKnight, William E. Marcus, 
Frederic G. Melcher, Ralph Robert Shaw, 
William Pierce Tucker, Frank K. Walter, 
J. J. Weadock, Jr., Bertine E. Weston, and 
Ida F. Wright. 

Members of the Junior Subcommit- 
tee are: Eunice Coston, Ralph T. Ester- 
quest, Elizabeth WHesser, Mrs. 
Olin Ireland, Mildred Fontaine 
son, Esther Sperling Kalis, Mrs. 
Kirk Levins, Nila Hall Miller, 
K. Zimmerman, Rosilia 
chairman. 


Norma 
John 
Hazel 
Janet 
and Callaghan, 
RutH E. HAmMmonp, Chairman 
A.L.A. Publicity Committee 
Beatrice SAWYER RosseELy 
Executive Assistant 














Board and Committee Reports 


ADULT EpucaTiIon Boarp 
See pages 558-62. 
ApULT READING 

No report. 


Apvisory BoARD FOR THE STUDY OF 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 

See Special Projects. 
A.L.A. ACTIVITIES 


See A.L.A. Bulletin, June, 1939, for the 
tentative report of the third Activities Com- 
mittee, including the general recommenda- 
tions adopted at the San Francisco con- 
ference, June, 1939. 


A.L.A. AND A.A.L.L. 


( Joint Committee) 


Pursuant to the recommendations submit- 
ted by last year’s committee, communica- 
tions were addressed to the proper officers 
of the two associations, were courteously 
acknowledged, and affirmative action has 
been taken by such officers, as occasion has 
arisen. 

As a result of the deliberations of this 
committee, a set of five carefully considered 
recommendations was drawn up for sub- 
mission to the A.L.A. Council at its meet- 
ings in San Francisco for such action as 
it, in its best judgment, might deem proper. 

Responding to the statement of the third 
Activities Committee published in the Octo- 
ber 1, 1938, issue of the 4.L.A4. Bulletin, this 
committee gave much thought to the ques- 
tion of the reorganization of the A.L.A. 
from the point of view of such a special 
association as the American Association of 
Law Libraries. 

The views of the members of the com- 
mittee were submitted to the chairman, 
were coordinated by him, and, after further 
consideration and comment by the com- 
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mittee, communicated to Charles H. Brown 
and his committee. This statement, to- 
gether with a separate memorandum sub- 
mitted by Alfred B. Lindsay, was published 
in full as Appendix II to the “Tentative Re- 
port of the Third Activities Committee” in 
the 4.L.A4. Bulletin, June, 1939. 

This committee was further honored by 
the third Activities Committee with an in- 
vitation from its chairman to meet with his 
committee at a session held in New York 
City on April 17. The chairman was ac- 
companied by four members of his com- 
mittee who were able to be in New York 
at that time. 

The A.A.L.L. has considered this ques- 
tion so important that it scheduled one ses- 
sion at its recent meetings in San Francisco, 
on July 5, to be devoted to a panel dis- 
cussion of the question of reorganization, 
based on the above cited report of the third 
Activities Committee and a careful con- 
sideration of such report by this committee 
submitted as the annual report of the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation with the A.L.A. 

This detailed report and the proceedings 
of the panel discussion will doubtless be 
published in full in the September issue of 
the Law Library Journal. 

Members of the joint committee here 
reporting were: Matthew S. Dudgeon, Fred- 
erick C. Hicks, Alfred B. Lindsay, and 
Miles O. Price, representing the A.L.A.; 
Olive C. Lathrop, Anna M. Ryan, Thomas 
S. Dabagh, Oscar C. Orman, William R. 
Roalfe, and Howard L. Stebbins, 
senting the A.A.L.L. 

ArTHUR S. McDANiIEL, Chairman 


repre- 


A.L.A. AND A.M.A. 


(Joint Committee) 


The Joint Committee of the A.L.A. and 
the A.M.A. believes this cooperative en 
deavor will have proved its value with the 
publication of the resulting reading lists on 
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health and hygiene in Hygeia, the Health 
Magazine, published by the American Medi- 
cal Association. During the past year this 
joint enterprise resulted in the completion 
of 23 such lists including 342 titles. The 
A.M.A. members of the committee, Doctors 
Fishbein, Bauer, and Teschner, have given 
generously of their time and knowledge. 
Successive drafts of each list have been sub- 
mitted to them for the elimination of 
scientifically obsolete material and for the 
inclusion of titles approved by the medical 
profession. The A.L.A. members are re- 
sponsible for the bibliographic details as 
well as the annotations. 

Present plans involve printing the lists 
in sections in the September, October, and 
November, 1939, issues of Hygeia, and re- 
issuing them from the A.M.A. in pamphlet 
form to be made available to libraries in 
quantities at cost. This will make possible 
a more generous distribution of the read- 
ing lists to the layman and the lists will be 
usable as a buying guide for public libraries. 
Likewise, physicians will find them con- 
venient for recommending titles to their 
patients. 

Finally, attention should be called to the 
need for the continuation of the work of 
this committee for the purpose of regular 
and thorough revisions of these lists—per- 
haps as suggested in the original plans—on 
a biennial basis. The subject matter within 
the realm of this committee is continually 
changing, and obsolete material is not only 
worthless but at times harmful. 

A.L.A. representatives on the committee 
were: Helen S. Babcock and Amy Winslow. 

NaTHAN R. Levin, Chairman 


A.L.A. CATALOG Cope REVISION 


During the period covered by this report, 
eight working drafts (out of a total of 
seventeen since the revision began), have 
been issued by the executive assistant, Nella 
Martin. These drafts cover the following 
rules of the 1908 code: 

Rule 120 (Anonymous classics). 17p. Oc 
tober, 1928 

Rules 136-49 (Transcription of title). 13p. 
October, 1938 

Rules 150-57. (Imprint, 
draft). 13p. October, 1938 


preliminary 
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Rules 2, 22, 129 (Joint authors, second 
revision; manuscripts; inscriptions). 12p. 
February, 1939 

Rules 158-60, 163-64 (Collation: paging 
and size) 16p. February, 1939 

Rule 172 (Capitalization). 19p. Febru- 
ary, 1939 

Rules 
1939 

Rules 161, 169, 171 (Collation: illustra- 
tion; contents; added entries; references; 
authority and history cards) 26p. May, 1939 

The work of the various subcommittees 
which has been briefly reported upon in 
previous annual reports of this committee 
is now practically completed, and further 
circularization of drafts from this source 
will probably be unnecessary. Some editing 
of this material for the preliminary edition 
of the code remains to be done, however. 
The draft of the rules for anonymous clas- 
sics, prepared by a subcommittee under the 
chairmanship of Amelia Krieg, was issued 
to the general committee in October. The 
final revision of this section is in progress. 
A final draft of the rules prepared by the 
Subcommittee on Music (Eva J. O’Meara, 
chairman) was presented in July, 1939, in 
typewritten form. This is in three sections: 
(1) rules for author entry, 21p. (2) rules 
for the treatment of title, 21p. (3) rules for 
imprint, 5p. 

Among the committee members who have 
prepared specific rules during the year are 
Della J. Sisler, Mrs. Clara Newth de Villa, 
and T. Franklin Currier. Miss Sisler pre- 
pared the draft on capitalization; Mr. Cur- 
rier a suggested revision of the Slavonic 
transliteration table; and Mrs. de Villa a 
draft of definitions. The definitions draft 
was issued in February, 1939 (47p.) 
covering approximately 150 terms. It 
is expected that the code will include 
definitions for about 170 terms, as com- 
pared with the 1908 code which defined 
only 58. 

A transliteration table for the Semitic 
languages (Arabic, Hebrew, Syriac, Ethio- 
pic) prepared by Professor D. W. Thomas, 
regius professor of Hebrew, Cambridge 
University, for the British Code Committee, 
has been submitted by that committee. 

One working draft Bible, 


150-57 (Imprint). 28p. April, 


covering 
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churches, and religious organizations, still 
remains to be issued by the executive assist- 
ant, but the material for this is well in 
hand. It can be said, then, that the actual 
preliminary revision in the shape of working 
drafts is practically finished. The final task 
of revising the drafts in the light of the criti- 
cism of committee members and putting 
them into form for the preliminary edition, 
remains to be done, although in many cases 
some of this revision has already been made. 
A substantial impetus was given this part 
of the work at a series of conferences held in 
Ann Arbor in June between the chairman 
and Miss Martin, in consultation with Miss 
Mann. 

Cooperation with the British committee 
has continued along the lines laid down at 
the beginning of the revision. Final reports 
have been received on Rules 1-5, 13-17, 19, 
21, 23-42, 45-48. That committee has also 
provided a list of eighty-five definitions and 
the transliteration table for the Semitic lan- 
guages. James D. Stewart is chairman and 
Mr. H. W. Acomb, honorary secretary. 

Miss Martin in her report for the year 
calls special attention to the interest and sup- 
port committee members have given her 
work. It has been both an energetic and 
judicious committee. Special acknowledg- 
ment is made of assistance given by individ- 
uals outside the committee: Dr. Leon Nemoy, 
Yale University, Mr. Ginsburg, and Mr. 
Rubin, Library of Congress, for substantial 
aid on Oriental and Hebrew names, and Miss 
Lu and Dr. Sakanichi, Library of Con- 
gress, for assistance with Chinese 
Japanese names. 

The working drafts have been issued 
in hectographed form in a small edition and 
distribution has been confined largely to the 
committee membership. It has been im- 
possible, therefore, to comply with the many 
requests for copies from libraries and in- 
dividuals. It urgent that a pre- 
liminary edition be issued as soon as possible. 

Members of the Executive Committee 
were: T. Franklin Currier (chairman, Sub- 
committee on Incunabula), James Chris- 
tian Meinich Hanson, Harriet Dorothea 
MacPherson, Margaret Mann (chairman, 
Editorial Subcommittee), Keyes D. Metcalf, 
and the chairman. 


and 


seems 
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Members of the Advisory Committee 
were: Effie Gale Abraham, Frances Ambuhl, 
Hazel Bartlett, Bertha Bassam, Ethel Bond, 
James B. Childs, Flora Eckert, Mrs. Anna 
Skabo Erichsen, Reverend Colman Farrell, 
Sophie K. Hiss, Amelia Krieg (chairman, 
Subcommittee on Anonymous Classics), 
Julian Leavitt, Mary Wilson MacN air, Lucy 
W. Markley, Anna M. Monrad (chairman, 
Subcommittee on Definitions), Isadore Gil 
bert Mudge, Theodore A. Mueller, Eva 
Judd O’Meara (chairman, Subcommittee on 
Music), Julia Pettee (chairman, Subcom 
mittee on Religious Headings), Harriet 
Wheeler Pierson (chairman, Subcommittee 
on Societies and Institutions), Harriet 
Beardslee Prescott, Mrs. Elizabeth Seymour 
Radtke, William M. Randall, Marion Met- 
calf Root, Bertha M. Schneider, Della J. 
Sisler, Arnold H. Trotier, Mrs. Clara 
Newth de Villa, Ruth Wallace, Katherine 
Warren, Wyllis E. Wright. 

RupoLtPpH GJELSNESS, Chairman 


AMERICAN LIBRARY IN PARIS 


international 
seemed to be 


During recent years when 
misunderstanding has 
ually active, it has 
of Americans to 
gesture 


hension 


unus 
been a_ privilege 
participate in 
international 
sympathy. That gesture is 
their support of the American Library in 
Paris. 


one great 
toward 
and 


compre 


Perhaps no other thing possesses that 
mystic faculty of a book to make people see 
a little bit with other people’s eyes. Books 
may caused wars and 
revolutions, but they have on many more 
occasions prevented them. To the extent 
that books can be ambassadors of peace and 
good will, the American Library has been 
America’s 


have, on occasion, 


most and 


permanent 
most effective interpreter. 
Few people realize the influence that our 
library is having on the relations between 
France and America. 
of French school children has grown up 
with such facilities for obtaining American 
books as exist 
speaking country. 


possibly 


A whole generation 


nowhere in a non-English 
They have held student 
cards and used the library. French school 
teachers have sent pupils to the library for 
their English children 


and these 


reading, 
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have grown up in the kindly and democratic 
air of this typical American library. 

Intelligent interest in America among 
French writers is probably associated in 
some degree with the possibility of knowing 
the best of America in Paris. 

It is a curious thing how seldom the 
modern library is classed as a character- 
istic American institution. But it is. The 
open shelf system where book lovers can 
browse to their heart’s content is something 
that stems from the American desire to see 
books circulate. Thus the library has built 
up a typical warm and friendly atmosphere 
peculiar to itself. This atmosphere has been 
moved so completely from America to Paris 
that inside one scarcely realizes that there 
is a different country outside the walls. 

Three years ago the library changed its 
home but not its purpose. Striving more 
and more to promote international under- 
standing and to be a center of information 
about America, its field seems to grow 
larger each year. 

The list of subscribers has increased— 
daily attendance has increased—circulation 
has increased. And due to the Carnegie 
Corporation grant through the A.L.A., the 
books and periodicals added during 1938-39 
have greatly increased. Periodicals had not 
been bound since 1931; now, this necessary 
piece of work is once more receiving atten- 
tion. 

Book and periodical exnenditure for the 
year amounted to 141,132 francs, the largest 
figure listed for this item in the history of 
the library. The year 1930, with its ex- 
penditure of 121,648 francs, had up to now 
held the record, the all-time low of 9212 
francs belonging to the year 1935. Circu- 
lation for the year totals 52,000, an increase 
of 20,000 over the figure given for 1936. 
It is interesting to note that in one month 
the library circulated 3043 nonfiction and 
periodicals as against 2273 fiction. Ten 
years ago fiction carried 63 per cent of the 
total circulation. 

For the first six months of 1939, to- 
tal income received from _ subscriptions 
amounted to 62,665 francs, a gain of 5000 
francs over the same period in 1938. 

The following letter was sent to the 
A.L.A. with regard to activities of the li- 
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brary during the. crisis of last September: 

“Each member of the staff was notified 
to go and was told that whatever he de- 
cided to do was right. They all stayed. 
We carried enough cash on hand to pay 
everyone two months’ salary. Our public 
took it for granted we would continue, war 
or no war, and many offered volunteer help. 
Considering the amount of cables which 
crossed the Atlantic during that one hectic 
week, it is interesting to note that the library 
and its personnel did not receive one. (We 
are quite proud of that.) Another bit of 
good news is the fact that we took in new 
subscriptions every day except one. These 
were not renewals, but new. Our budget 
called for an income of 5000 francs; from 
subscriptions for the month of September 
we took in 6239.35 francs. The only extra 
expenditure we made was to have the com- 
bination on our big fireproof safe fixed to 
take care of our records. All book expendi- 
ture from the Carnegie grant was cancelled 
for ten days. 

“The above is a bare outline of facts. 
What we might have done and what we 
should have done in case of war is another 
thing. I sincerely believe the library should 
stay open. There is a moral end which we 
might well uphold. We were founded in 
a war and the good work accomplished has 
grown yearly. Our general routine and type 
of work would no doubt change. Paris was 
very calm during the whole period.” 


Since then gas masks have been purchased 
for the staff. 

The board of trustees, at its meeting held 
July 5, 1939, passed the following resolution: 

“That a committee with power be con- 
stituted, to be appointed by the president of 
the library, for the following purposes: 

“1. To appoint in cooperation with the 
American Library Association, an American 
committee with subcommittees in the vari- 
ous large cities in the United States to 
promote the interests of the American Li- 
brary in Paris. Any member of such Amer- 
ican committees is authorized and requested 
to attend meetings of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the American Library in Paris when- 
ever opportunity permits. The director of 
the library is further authorized to keep 
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the members of the American committees 
informed of the progress of the library and 
any important acts by the board of trustees. 

“2. To make plans for and carry out at 
a promising period a program to establish 
a guarantee, reserve or endowment fund for 
the library. 

“3. To take up with the American Em- 
bassy and the French government arrange- 
ments to permit of carrying on the activities 
of the library throughout any possible 
emergency, with authority to proceed with 
the carrying out of those plans. 

“4. To take up with the American Li- 
brary Association our intention to maintain 
the activities of the American Library in 
Paris throughout any emergency and our 
willingness to act as a distributing agent 
for any plans that may be devised for dis- 
tributing books and periodicals throughout 
Europe provided funds can be assured for 
this purpose. 

“The title of 
‘Committee on 
Operations.’ ” 

A small pamphlet, Things You Must Know 
about the American Library in Paris, and 
Why, designed to inform the public about 
the library and at the same time to solicit 
donations, was published this spring. 

The officers and trustees for 1939 remain 
the same as those given in the report for 
1938 with the exception of Edward A. 
Sumner, who was elected as one of the five 
A.L.A. appointees to replace Mr. A. K. 
Macomber. 

Helen Fickweiler, of the Providence Pub- 
lic Library, has joined the staff and is in 
charge of the circulation department. 

Dorotny M. Reeper, Director 


shall be 


Emergency 


this committee 
Program and 


ANNUITIES AND PENSIONS 


No report. 


ARCHIVES AND LIBRARIES 


The committee on Archives and Libraries 
has continued the program that was projected 
during the preceding year to assist in finding 
solutions to those problems that are of inter 
est to archivists and librarians—especially 
those librarians who are interested in the or- 
ganization, preservation, and use of historical 
manuscripts. 
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The inquiry that was started more than a 
year ago to define more clearly the problems 
of workers with historical manuscripts and 
local archives was carried forward especially 
among manuscript curators in the larger re- 
search libraries. 

The annual meeting of the A.L.A. in San 
Francisco presented an extraordinary oppor- 
tunity for the committee to develop four joint 
sessions with the Pacific coast members of the 
Society of American Archivists and the His 
torical Records Survey. In these sessions six 
of the basic problems with which the com- 
mittee has been actively concerned were 
stressed: (1) the furtherance of the Histori- 
cal Records Survey; (2) the integration of 
work with archives and historical manu- 
scripts; (3) the essentials in a guide for the 
collection, organization, and preservation of 
local historical source materials; (4) the es- 
sentials in codes for cataloging archives and 
historical manuscripts and the setting up of 
joint committees by the A.L.A. Catalog Sec- 
tion for the development of such codes; (5) 
a study of the larger collections of historical 
manuscripts of the west; and (6) attempts to 
define the place of microphotography in archi- 
val and historical manuscript work. 

The attendance at these several sessions 
as well as the work throughout the year have 
indicated a growing interest in work with 
archives and historical manuscripts. There 
is every reason to believe that substantial 
progress has been made during the past year. 
The coming year holds even greater promise 
especially in view of the A.L.A. meeting in 
Cincinnati next spring. This location for the 
annual meeting should make possible a large 
rally of all of the groups that are interested in 
the more adequate organization and preserva- 
tion of archives and historical manuscripts. 

Members of the committee during the past 
year were: Theodore C. Blegen, Leslie E. 
Bliss, Arthur H. Cole, Luther H. Evans, 
Dorsey W. Hyde, Jr., Herbert A. Kellar, 
Thomas C. Martin, Margaret C. Norton, 
and Vernon Ross. 


A. F. KUHLMAN, Chairman 
AWARDS, JURY ON 


See proceedings of the second general ses- 
sion, San Francisco conference, 4.1.4. Bul- 
letin, October 15, 


1939. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 


During the past year the Bibliography 
Committee and the Bibliographical Society 
of America have continued to work jointly 
in collecting and publishing notes of bibli- 
ographies in progress. The Bibliography 
Committee will continue in its clearing 
house function to develop a depository for 
unpublished and manuscript bibliographies 
and to contact committees, boards, and sec- 
tions of A.L.A. and affiliated organizations, 
state library agencies and organizations, and 
library schools to get reports of bibliogra- 
phies in progress. Henry B. Van Hoesen 
and Robert W. G. Vail, secretaries of the 
Bibliographical Society of America, have 
contributed much through contacting learned 
societies and by publishing the list, “Bibli- 
ographies in Preparation,” in the 
Sheet of the society. 

A notice was sent to the chairmen of all 
committees, boards, and sections of the 
A.L.A. before the San Francisco meeting, re- 
questing that they report bibliographies in 
progress. 


News 


Activities of the Year 


A bibliographical manual, to be written by 
John VanMale, is now under discussion as 
to its scope and contents. An outline of 
the manual will be submitted to the com- 
mittee at the December meeting. 

Numerous projects have been discussed 
by the committee during the year. A list 
of these projects and the action taken by 
the committee is as follows: 

1. Bibliographic index. A classified ap- 
proach, by broad subjects, has been con- 


sidered, but no definite action has been 
taken. 
2. Book reviews of bibliographies. The 


committee still has this project under dis- 
cussion. Further cooperation with the 
Bibliographical Society of America seems 
possible at the present time, as the society 
may be able to publish a quarterly periodi- 
cal instead of the News Sheet. 

3. Local and regional bibliographies. The 
collection of information concerning local 
and regional bibliographies is recognized 
by the committee as of great importance. 
Plans to contact as many local libraries as 
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possible are now under way. The committee 
requests that manuscript and card bibliogra- 
phies and union lists be reported to Harriette 
L. Greene, A.L.A. Headquarters’ librarian. 

4. Mimeographed governmental material. 
A motion was passed that in the matter of 
mimeographed governmental material in- 
dexed in indexes and references books the 
committee recommends that in the future 
the availability of these documents keep pace 
with the indexing. Referred to the Public 
Documents Committee. 

5. Junior members. A_ proposal was 
unanimously approved to invite the Junior 
Members Round Table to cooperate with 
the Bibliography Committee with a view to- 
ward interesting the younger members of the 
profession in bibliography and toward the 
possibility of having a Junior Members Bibli- 
ography Committee working with our com- 
mittee to collect information concerning 
local bibliographies and bibliographies in 
progress. Plans for such cooperation are 
now being worked out. 

6. Rare book periodical index. An index 
to periodical articles dealing with rare 
books, book collecting, first editions, et 
cetera, was approved in principle. The com- 
mittee will now explore ways and means for 
its sponsorship and publication. 

7. Social science bibliography. The com- 
mittee has under consideration the need, and 
the ways and means, of compiling a selected, 
annotated bibliography of the classics in the 
social sciences (with the exception of his- 
tory). Such a bibliography would list the 
best editions of the works of the pioneers 
and the later outstanding authorities. 
Further investigation recommended. 


W ork with Other Groups 


1. Library literature in translation. En- 
dorsement was voted in the last annual re- 
port. Pierce Butler has submitted a report 
of the Joint Committee on Library Litera- 
ture in Translation. Complete returns 
from members of the Bibliography Com- 
mittee endorsing this report have not yet 
been received, and the report is carried 
over to the December meeting. 

2. Art bibliography. A bibliography of 
illustrated books on art was proposed last 
year and referred to the Art Reference 
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Round Table. The chairman of this group 
reports that it cannot handle such a large 
project at present and refers it back to the 
Bibliography Committee. Further 
gation recommended. 

3. A subject index to Sabin’s Dictionary 
was referred to the Bibliographical Society 
of America last year. The council of the 
society voted not to undertake such a proj- 
ect because it feels that a subject index 
to Sabin would be difficult to complete and 
not useful enough to warrant the cost. 

4. Index Medicus: author and subject 
cumulation for the quarterly Index Medi- 
cus was referred last year to the Medical 
Library Association. The executive com- 
mittee of that association reports that while 
such a publication would be desirable, it 
feels that the cost would be prohibitive. 


Referred 


Committee 


investi- 


Projects and Reported to the 


1. A bibliography of American homage 
volumes was referred for approval. The 
committee has requested more detailed in- 
formation before taking action. 

2. A complete check list of the govern- 
ment documents of British Columbia was 
referred by the compiler, Mr. W. K. Lamb, 
who asked for comments on possible pur- 
chasers in the United States. The chair- 
man sent the committee’s suggestions to Mr. 
Lamb. 

3. A Reference Index to 12,000 Spanish 
American Authors, by Raymond L. Gris- 
mer, University of Minnesota, which was 
endorsed by the committee in December, 
1938, has just been published by the H. W. 
Wilson Company through special arrange- 
ment with the Inter-American Bibliographi- 
cal and Library Association. 

4. “National Parks and Monuments West 
of the Mississippi River; a Bibliography,” 
has been reported in progress by its compiler, 
Mrs. Hazel Hunt Voth, Western Museum 
Laboratories, National Park Service, Berke- 


ley, Calif. 


5. W.P.A. Bibliographical projects: Index 


to Research Projects, volume 1, received 
favorable comments from all committee 
members, as did the Guide to Depositories 
of Manuscript Collections. The committee 


suggested for the latter a fuller description 
under each heading and a subject index. The 
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committee respectfully requested the W.P.A. 
authorities to exercise great care in compiling 
bibliographies for their projected “Racial 
Studies.” 

The committee wishes to thank the 
Bibliographical Society of America for its 
continued cooperation in reporting bibliogra- 
phies in progress in its News Sheet. 

The members of the Bibliography Com- 
mittee were: Louise Farrow Barr, David 
J. H. Cole, Errett Weir McDiarmid, Jr. 
(chairman to April, 1939), Marie Tre- 
maine, John VanMale, and Frank K. 


Walter. 


LELAND R. SmitH, Chairman 


Buinp, WorK WITH 


The Committee on Work with the Blind 
has accomplished the following items during 
the year 1938-39: 

1. Compiled a questionnaire on routines 
in use in libraries for the blind 

2. Charted the answers to the question- 
naire in order to use the information re- 
ceived in the writing of a “Handbook on 
Library Work with the Blind” 

3. Compiled an exhibit of catalog cards, 
form letters, book cards, etc., submitted by 
recipients of the questionnaires 

4. Drafted a final outline of the proposed 
handbook in collaboration with Everett O. 
Fontaine, chief of Publishing Department, 
A.L.A. Headquarters 

The chart mentioned will probably be in- 
cluded in the appendix to the handbook. 

Members of the committee are: Anita 
H. McGinity, Mrs. Herman I. Riddell, 
and Martin A. Roberts. 

Caro I. ALpERSON, Chairman 


Boarps 


See Adult Education, pages 558-62; Chil- 
dren and Young People, Library Service to, 
pages 563-71; College Library Advisory, 
pages 610-12; Education for librarianship, 
pages 538-46; Library Extension, pages 552- 
57; Resources of American Libraries, page 
660; Salaries, Staff, and Tenure, pages 547- 
51; Special Projects, Advisory Board for 
Study of, page 661. 


BocGLeE MEMoRIAL 
Discontinued. 
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BooK BINDING 


With the close of the 1939 conference 
year, your chairman finishes his five years’ 
continuous service on the Bookbinding Com- 
mittee. During most of this period he served 
also on the Bookbinding Committee’s co- 
committee, the Joint Committee of the 
American Library Association and the Li- 
brary Binding Institute, on which he has 
served from the time of its inception in Octo- 
ber, 1934. With him depart two able veter- 
ans, John Archer and Earl W. Browning, 
likewise for the same reason, namely, the 
constitutional provision limiting tenure of 
committee membership to five consecutive 
years. 

During the past year a number of Book- 
binding Committee problems have had to be 
referred to the joint committee, and thus that 
committee’s activities have come, to a great 
extent, to outweigh those of the Bookbinding 
Committee. A.L.A. members are therefore 
urged to peruse the joint committee’s elabo- 
rate report together with this comparatively 
meager strictly Bookbinding Committee re- 
port. 

In line with this, a demarkation of over- 
lapping interests was established at the last 
annual meeting of the joint committee. It 
was decided, in general, that (a) advice to 
librarians is to be furnished by the A.L.A. 
Bookbinding Committee as heretofore; (b) 
information regarding binderies and their 
work is to be furnished by the joint commit- 
tee if it bears on certification, the Guide of 
Fair Value, and/or appraisal of work; (c) 
information pertaining to other matters is to 
be furnished by L.B.I. Headquarters. The 
joint committee declared further that it ex- 
pects L.B.I. Headquarters to furnish infor- 
mation to inquiring librarians regarding 
binderies, but that it is of the opinion that 
the A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee has no 
right to expect this of L.B.I. or of its execu- 
tive director. Pending other instructions 
from the Executive Board, these lines are 
now being followed. 

It should be remembered, however, that 
in all of the joint committee’s valuable serv- 
ices to the library profession, the A.L.A. 
Bookbinding Committee plays, as of right, a 
leading role. In this respect, indeed, the 
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joint committee is a sort of apanage of the 
Bookbinding Committee and acts in a liaison 
capacity between the A.L.A. and the binding 
industry, imparting information and advice, 
on occasion, to A.L.A. members on various 
questions of common interest to libraries 
and binderies. 

Reciprocal information arrangements have 
been effected between the chairman of the 
A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee and L.B.I. 
Headquarters, as a result of which your 
chairman has access to any information, upon 
any subject of inquiry, in the files of the 
L.B.I. except such as is confidential—and 
even that would be made available upon 
permission of the person involved. Binding 
information needed for answering librarians’ 
inquiries is obtained with the aid of L.B.I.; 
and reciprocally L.B.I. Headquarters calls 
upon the A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee 
members for advice and information on the 
library phases of binding matters. 

As for specific A.L.A. bookbinding activi- 
ties of the past year, the following deserve 
mention. 

A complaint from the superintendent of 
binding in a large public library that binding 
had been left out in the cold at A.L.A. con- 
ferences, and that librarians in positions 
similar to hers debated seriously the advis- 
ability of attending A.L.A. conferences on 
that account, was answered substantially as 
follows: While regretting that there have 
been no binding round tables or other 
meetings at recent A.L.A. conferences, the 
chairman explained that headquarters had 
consistently admonished chairmen of com- 
mittees and groups to keep the number of 
meetings at A.L.A. conferences at a mini- 
mum. A further reason for not holding 
such a binding group meeting in recent years 
has been the fact that the details for such a 
meeting could not be arranged for properly 
or in time. In the chairman’s opinion the 
most profitable round table meetings are 
those for which pertinent topics and ques- 
tions are provided sufficiently far in advance 
to enable the conductor to arrange an inte- 
grated program and plan of procedure. In 
the case of the Bookbinding Commit- 
tee, pressure of other and more important 
matters has thus far engrossed the commit- 
tee’s and chairman’s attention to the exclu- 








sion of such round table discussion meetings. 

A renewed protest against spiral binding 
and request for information as to the best 
method of sewing magazine volumes that 
come spiral bound, was answered to this 
effect: Thus far no really satisfactory 
method has been found. The four methods 
of binding that have been tried all require 
the wire to be taken out by hand. The meth- 
ods of sewing are as follows: (1) Over- 
sewing without trimming. This has not 
proved to be very practicable, as the holes 
interfere with the work of the sewing- 
machine. (2) Sewing by hand through the 
holes. This is not satisfactory, as the vol- 
ume is very tight; also, after a spiral-bound 
issue has been in use for a few days, many 
pages are loose, and these would not be 
caught in by any sewing through the holes. 
(3) Trimming off that part of the margin 
which includes the holes, and then over- 
sewing. This is practicable in some cases, 
but obviously cannot be done where illustra- 
tions, text, or tabular matter run to the 
binding edge. If a volume contains only a 
few such pages and the margins are other- 
wise adequate for oversewing, it might be 
found possible to stub those few pages and 
either trim them at the outer edge (if noth- 
ing important would be cut away) or else 
fold them into the volume. (4) Stubbing 
every page and oversewing. This undoubt- 
edly gives the best results, but it is obviously 
expensive. 

A request for formulas for preserving 
leather-bound books prompted the prepara- 
tion and publication (Library Journal 
63:706, September 15, 1938) of an article, 
“Preserving Leather Bindings,” by your 
chairman in collaboration with William R. 
Thurman, specialist of the New York Pub 
lic Library. 

The chairman complied with a request 
from headquarters to check the pages treat- 
ing of bookbinding in the preliminary ma- 
terial to Frank K. Walter’s manuscript for 
the seventh edition of his Periodicals for the 
Small Library. These pages had previously 
been subjected to comment by Earl W. 
Browning, also on behalf of the committee. 

Suggestions were made to the newly ap- 
pointed supervisor of the binding depart- 
ment of a large university library in the 
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east, as to libraries, particularly college and 
university libraries, that have binding de- 
partments which it might prove useful for 
her to visit with a view to reorganizing her 
department. 

A similar request from a large city public 
library in the middle west for suggestions 
regarding binderies which it would be most 
beneficial to visit in the interests of con- 
ducting a binding department in said public 
library, and also the possibility of buy- 
ing books from publishers, not in sheets, but 
already assembled by the folding machine, 
with a view to oversewing, reinforcing, and 
covering them in the library’s own bindery, 
were referred to the Library Binding Insti- 
tute for reply. 

Information was supplied as to the best 
practice of binding pamphlets of varying 
sizes into a single volume. 

Further correspondence regarding the not- 
yet-approved Paramount method of book 
sewing for library binding will probably be 
referred to the joint committee. 

An inquiry from a Swedish bookbindery 
in Stockholm, asking our opinion as to the 
oversewing machine method of bookbinding, 
was referred to the Library Binding Insti- 
tute. 

Information was supplied regarding the 
various covering materials used in binding, 
and to another inquirer, information as to 
the relative merits of red buckram and 
fabrikoid as used in binding such sets as the 
Americana Encyclopedia. 

An inquiry regarding binders who can do 
repair work on old books was referred to 
the Library Binding Institute, which replied 
direct. 

The committee recommended granting the 
request of an American bookbinder to in- 
corporate the minimum specifications for 
class “A” library binding in a proposed vol- 
ume of his on bookbinding, to be published 
by the Bruce Publishing Company. 

In the past the library bookbinding field 
has been singularly untroubled by the vexa- 
tious problem presented by misleading ad- 
vertising. However, during the past year 
several instances of misleading bookbinding 
advertising have been brought to the com- 
mittee’s attention. These are being investi- 


gated, and it is to be hoped that the vicious 








ee 
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practice will cease promptly. The most 
glaring misrepresentation was in connection 
with pre-library bound books, on which the 
A.L.A. has only recently issued standard 
specifications. 

In January, Marion A. McCarthy re- 
signed as a member of the committee and 
was replaced by Christine E. Evarts, Tufts 
Library, Weymouth, Mass. The other 
members of the committee have been John 
Archer, Thomas Parker Ayer, Earl W. 
Browning, Alexander Galt, Anna V. Jen- 
nings, and Lee Franklin Zimmerman. 

Louis N. Ferpet, Chairman 


Book BuyInc 


The past year was a quiet and unevent- 
ful one for our committee. We had nothing 
to agitate nor anything to press in Washing- 
ton. 

The committee was asked to look into 
book cooperatives. The chairman carried 
on extensive correspondence with the offi- 
cers of the Book Cooperative for Libraries 
as well as with book publishers and large 
jobbers. Some of the people in these groups 
were also interviewed. A report was then 
prepared, which had the approval of the 
whole committee, and was published in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin 33:245-46, April, 1939. 

A diversion occurred when we were asked 
to make a statement in connection with the 
boycotting of German books and periodicals. 
Our stand was printed on page 231 of the 
April Bulletin. 

Publishers’ contracts made with book 
dealers under the fair trade laws are begin- 
ning to become a problem once more. About 
a year ago the G. and C. Merriam Company 
announced a scale of discounts to libraries 
which increased the cost of certain editions 
of Webster’s Dictionary. The Grosset and 
Dunlap contracts now in effect restrict dis- 
counts to libraries. A protest was sent to 
Grosset and Dunlap. 

This is my last report as chairman and 
I wish to express here my appreciation of 
the helpfulness and willingness to cooperate 
as shown by each of the other members of 
this committee. The other members were: 
Leonard Balz, Adaline Bernstein, Linn R. 
Blanchard, Gilbert Govan, Lois M. Jordan, 
Edgar S. Robinson, Sarah J. Schenck, Bern- 


hard A. Uhlendorf, Pauline McCauley, and 
Alice Palo. 


LAWRENCE Heyt, Chairman 


CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION 


During 1938-39, the activities of the Cata- 
loging and Classification Committee were 
directed along four lines: 

1. The study of manuscripts in the fields 
of cataloging and classification submitted for 
publication 

2. The planning and promoting of new 
publications relating to cataloging and clas- 
sification 

3. Advising individual libraries on particu- 
lar problems coming within the scope of the 
committee’s interest 

4. The development of a plan for a com- 
parative study of library catalogs in large 
English and American libraries 

The following manuscripts were sub- 
mitted to the committee during the year for 
examination and criticism: 

1. “Classification and Cataloging of Maps 
and Atlases,” by S. W. Boggs and Dorothy 
C. Lewis 

2. “Cataloging and Classification of Old 
and Rare Maps,” by Lloyd A. Brown 

3. “Notes Used on Catalog Cards,” by 
Olive Swain 

4. Code for Classifiers (revised edition), 
by William Stetson Merrill 

The committee’s study of Merrill’s Code 
was completed early this year, and the manu- 
script has since been in the hands of the 
author and the A. L. A. Department of 
Publishing and Cooperative Services. 

Progress is reported on the following 
manuscripts in the planning or promotion 
of which the committee has had a direct 
part: 

1. A manual on the Library of Congress 
classification system 

2. A list of subject headings in the field 
of theology 

3. A translation of the Vatican Norme 
per il Catalogo degli Stampati 

Among the special problems on which the 
committee’s advice and help were sought 
were questions relating to the recataloging 
and reclassifying of the Massachusetts Hor- 
ticultural Society Library, submitted by 
Dorothy Manks, librarian, and questions 
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relating to the classification of osteopathic 
literature, submitted by Dr. Ray G. Hulburt 
of the American Osteopathic Association. 

The original suggestion for making a com- 
parative study of catalogs in large English 
and American libraries came from Keyes D. 
Metcalf. When a foundation expressed 
some interest in the idea, the matter was 
brought to the attention of this committee 
which, thereupon, proceeded with the de- 
velopment of a plan which received the ap- 
proval of the A.L.A. Executive Board at 
its meeting on June 18, 1939. 

The aims of the proposed study are: (1) 
to promote cooperation, encourage better 
understanding, facilitate the interchange of 
ideas in the field of cataloging between 
English and American libraries, and (2) to 
acquaint administrators and catalogers with 
factual information regarding differences in 
the organization and techniques of cata- 
loging work and the kinds of catalogs and 
their use, in the expectation that such in- 
formation will prove beneficial to both 
English and American libraries. Whether 
or not the proposed study will be made will 
hinge, of course, on the foundation’s wil- 
lingness to finance it. 

The chairman has continued, during the 
past year, his work as a member of the 
Public Administration Clearing House’s 
Advisory Committee on a Library Classifi- 
cation System for Public Administration 
Collections. Important progress on such a 
classification system has been made by Mrs. 
Sophia Hall Glidden and it is expected that 
the manuscript will be ready for publication 
before the end of the present calendar year. 

This year’s membership of the A. L. A. 
Committee on Cataloging and Classification 
included: Helen T. Coffin, Irene M. Doyle, 
Reverend Coleman Farrell, Lucy B. Foote, 
Rudolph H. Gielsness, Clarissa L. Goold, 
Jeannette M. Hitchcock, Mrs. Miriam C. 
Maloy, Lucile M. Morsch, Jens Nyholm, 
Elizabeth Sampson, and Edith Nichols Snow. 

Arnotp H. Trotier, Chairman 


CHAPTERS AND SECTIONS 


See A.L.A. Bulletin 33:127, February, 


1939 and proceedings of the Council, Jdid., 
October 15, 1939. 
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CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN PuB- 
Lic LIBRARIES AND SCHOOLS 


See pages 563-7 
Cope or Eruics 

The year 1938-39 saw the completion of 
a task which had occupied the attention of 
the committee for years. The 
A.L.A. Council, at its midwinter meeting, 
adopted a Code of Ethics for Librarians (see 
A.L.A. Bulletin 33 :128-30, February, 1939). 
The committee, however, recommended 
that this code be supplemented by a Code 
of Practice for Librarians, which would act 
as a guide in interpreting the Code of 
Ethics and cover practices in varying types 
both and The 
voted that the committee should 
continue its work and prepare for submis- 
sion, at a later date, a Code of Practice 
for Librarians. 

The committee met twice during the year; 
at the midwinter meeting and the annual 
conference. Coit Coolidge served as act- 
ing chairman for the San Francisco meet- 
ing, at which time details of the proposed 
code of practice were discussed and plans 
made for its drafting and submission to the 
membership for suggestions and 

Members of the committee were: John S. 
Cleavinger, Coit Coolidge, Edwin Sue 
Goree, Andrew D. Osborn (from February, 
1939), Helen L. Purdum, Alfred Rawlinson, 
Rena Reese (resigned January, 1939), Frank 
K. Walter, and Ruth Worden. 

Fiora B. Lupincton, Chairman 


several 


of libraries large small. 


Council 


criticism. 


Co.uece Lisprary Apvisory Boarp 


During the past year the College Library 
Advisory Board has been concerned with 
(1) the establishment of a clearing house 
column of news and reports about practices 
and innovations in the college and university 
library field; (2) the publication of a small 
book dealing with certain fundamental 
problems of college librarianship from the 
point of view of the college president; and 
(3) the completion of plans for the prepara- 
tion and publication of a college library 
survey manual which could be used by any 
college in making it own survey of library 
facilities. 
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Following discussion of the clearing house 
column with Mrs. Beatrice Sawyer Rossell, 
editor of the 4.L.4. Bulletin, the College 
Library Advisory Board financed the edi- 
torial work and Mrs. Rossell provided space 
for three news reports on college and uni- 
versity library work in the spring issues of 
the Bulletin. Willard P. Lewis, Pennsyl- 
vania State College Library, was considered 
a happy choice for editor because of his of- 
ficial position in the Association of College 
and Reference Librarians. Judging from the 
bulk of library material which descended 
upon Mr. Lewis after his initial call for 
library news, hunches, innovations, and the 
like, the column met a very definite need. A 
meeting was called at the San Francisco con- 
ference to discuss the future of the clearing 
house but the writer was not able to attend 
and word has not yet been received as to 
the final outcome of the meeting at the time 
this report is written. It is possible, if the 
third Activities Committee’s report is 
adopted at the next December meeting, that 
the Association of College and Reference 
Librarians will be authorized to publish a 
bulletin of its own, which would, of course, 
include such news items as are now reported 
in the clearing house column of the Bul 
letin. 

Following Blanche P. McCrum’s report 
that the School of Library Service at Co- 
lumbia University would be willing to un- 
dertake the preparation of a brief survey 
manual under the immediate direction of 
Professor Lucy E. Fay, if a fellowship could 
be provided to secure a person to do the 
actual investigation and preliminary writing, 
the board petitioned Francis L. D. Goodrich, 
chairman of the Committee on Fellowships 
and Scholarships, for help. Mr. Goodrich 
has promised to do his best to secure a fel- 
lowship for the project for next year, leav- 
ing the responsibility for publication to the 
board, of course. 

The board investigated complaints regard- 
ing the periodical and reference “testing” list 
sent out by the Southern Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools. A committee of 
librarians, appointed independently of board 
action at the Southeastern Library Associa- 
tion meeting in Atlanta, is now working with 
the secretary on a revision of the lists. 
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The chairman gave considerable time to 
studying the first preliminary list of the 
supplement to Shaw’s List of Books for 
College Libraries at the request of the edi- 
tor. This work is stamped with the same 
brilliant scholarship and thoroughness which 
is characteristic of all Charles B. Shaw’s 
work. The supplement will be published 
early in 1940. 

Numerous letters regarding college li- 
brary problems were received and answered 
by board members. A detailed report on a 
college library building project was pre- 
pared for one librarian, suggestions for a 
college section meeting at a state conference 
for another, and so on. 

The members of the board have not, had 
an opportunity to discuss or to correspond 
with one another regarding the third Activi- 
ties Committee’s report published in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin, June, 1939, but as soon 
as the present projects now under way are 
completed, the chairman, at least, is inclined 
to concur with the recommendations made 
therein. 

David Allen Robertson, president of 
Goucher College, a member of the board 
and a sympathetic observer and friendly 
critic of college and university libraries, ac- 
cepted an invitation to write a book on the 
college library from the president’s point of 
view and agreed to try to have a preliminary 
draft ready by the end of the summer. 
From his preliminary study of published ma- 
terial, Dr. Robertson observes: “For one 
thing, I am confirmed in my belief—and 
yours—that librarians need interpretation to 
presidents and professors. I am sure that 
to put them through the course of reading 
I have just had would be unwise.” Early 
in the year, the board sent Dr. Robertson an 
outline of topics to consider in the prepara- 
tion of his report. A revision of the outline 
by the author will be ready to submit to the 
Editorial Committee by the middle of Au- 
gust. 

When Dr. Robertson’s manuscript is com- 
plete, it is the intention of the board to 
recommend to the Editorial Committee that 
a small subsidy be provided to distribute free 
copies directly to college presidents through- 
out the country. 

Members of the board were: B. Lamar 
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Johnson, Blanche P. McCrum, David Allen 
Robertson, and Carl M. White. 
Guy R. Lyte, Chairman 


COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 


No report. 
COMMITTEES 


During the year this committee has sub- 
mitted only one recommendation for formal 
action. 

On June 23, the A.L.A. Council ap- 
proved change of the name of the Commit- 
tee on Uniform Statistical Report Forms to 
Committee on Statistics and a new defini- 
tion of duties for that committee. 

Matters pending, which may involve re- 
vision of definition of duties, refer to the 
Committee on Nursing School Library and 
the Publicity Committee. 

No other work has been submitted to this 
committee. Presumably all such questions 
may well await decisions on the recom- 
mendations of the third Activities Commit- 
tee. 

Members of this committee were: Lucile 
F. Fargo, Edgar S. Robinson, and Grace van 
Wormer. 

CLARENCE B. Lester, Chairman 


CONSTITUTION AND By-Laws 


The report of the Committee on Consti- 
tution and By-Laws was presented at the 
second general session of the San Francisco 
conference, June 21 (see 4.L.A4. Bulletin, 
October 15, 1939). 

Committee members were: Arthur Low 
Bailey, Marie Hamilton Law, Charles F. 
McCombs, Ralph Robert Shaw, and Jesse 
H. Shera. 


J. Pertam Danton, Chairman 


CONTENT OF Proposep FILM oN 
LIBRARIES 


A documentary film on libraries is a 
recognized need of the library movement in 
America. So that we might be ready if an 
opportunity should come to make a picture, 
the Committee on the Content of a Pro 
posed Film on Libraries has been set up. 
Working closely with the American Film 
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Center, Inc., a tentative script has been 
prepared which will serve as a basis for 
further criticism and discussion. 

Members of the committee were: Gret- 
chen J. Garrison, Francis H. Henshaw, John 
Adams Lowe, and Mary U. Rothrock. 

GERALD D. McDOona pn, Chairman 


COOPERATIVE CATALOGING 


The Cooperative Cataloging Committee 
received copy for 4552 titles during 1938. 
Of these, 1450 were for foreign books, 2436 
were analytics for monographs in series, and 
666 were entries for the Library of Con- 
gress Union Catalog. Copy for 4330 titles 
was revised and sent to the printer. The 
number of libraries supplying copy was in- 
creased from 37 to 49 during the year. 

Since the beginning of its work, the com- 
mittee has undertaken the analysis of 629 
series, of which 29 have been completed. 
The analyzing of 523 of the remaining 600 
series is up to date. A new list of series 
proposed for analysis was compiled and is- 
sued to 380 subscribing libraries. The list 
of series being analyzed was increased by the 
addition of 50 new titles in 1938. 

The amount received from the sale of 
cards was $3213.94, which was $2503.75 less 
than the amount received in 1937. This de- 
crease in receipts was due to the small out- 
put of printed cards occasioned in part by 
congestion in the Printing Office. The num- 
ber of titles sent to the printer in 1938 
showed an increase of 894, but a large num- 
ber of these titles were still unprinted at the 
end of the year. 

The committee exhibited its work at the 
San Francisco conference, and Mrs. Helen 
B. Stevens, executive assistant to the com- 
mittee, was at the exhibit booth throughout 
the conference to explain the work and ar- 
range for consultations. Hazel Florence 
King presided at an open meeting of the 
committee on June 21, at which a project 
for cataloging foreign dissertations was pre- 


sented by Charles H. Hastings, and a de- 


scription of the work of the Cooperative 
Cataloging and Classification Service of the 
Library of Congress was given by David J. 
Haykin. 

Members of the committee were: Reba S. 
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Cawley, Alice Charlton, Florence M. Craig, 
Elizabeth P. Jacobs, Hazel Florence King, 
Eliza Lamb, M. Ruth MacDonald, Wyllis 
E. Wright. 

JoHN R. Russet, Chairman 


EDITORIAL 
See pages 579-88. 


EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


See pages 538-46. 


FEDERAL RELATIONS 
Federal Aid Legislation 


The campaign for federal aid to educa- 
tion and libraries was renewed during the 
Ist session of the 76th Congress. Sub- 
stantially similar bills, embodying the es- 
sential recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee on Education, were introduced 
in the Senate and House of Representatives. 
The Senate bill, $.1305, was introduced on 
February 13, 1939, by Senators Elbert D. 
Thomas, of Utah, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, and Pat 
Harrison, of Mississippi. The House bill, 
H.R.3517, was introduced on January 31, 
1939, by Representative William H. Lar- 
rabee, of Indiana, chairman of the House 
Committee on Education. In the revision 
of these bills previous to their introduction 
in Congress, the A.L.A. Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations cooperated actively with the 
Legislative Commission of the National 
Education Association. The suggestions of 
the A.L.A. committee regarding library pro- 
visions in the bill were uniformly acceptable 
to the N.E.A. commission. 

The important provisions affecting li- 
braries in the proposed legislation may be 
briefly summarized. First of all, the basic 
“statement of policy” introducing both the 
Senate and House bills (Sec. 1) should be 
emphasized: 


“It is the primary purpose of this Act to 
assist in equalizing educational opportunities, 
among and within the States . . . without 
federal control over the educational policies 
of the States and localities. The provisions 
of this Act shall therefore be so construed as 
to maintain local and State initiative and 


responsibility in the 
tion... .” 


conduct of educa- 


Most important for libraries is the pro- 
vision in Title III for federal grants “pri- 
marily” for rural library service, rising from 
$2,000,000 to $6,000,000 annually. The 
formula providing for the distribution of 
this grant has the important advantage of 
being simple and easily understood: it stipu- 
lates that the sums received by the states 
shall be determined by the proportion of the 
rural population of each state to the total 
rural population of the nation. 

But other sections of the proposed legis- 
lation contain provisions of scarcely less im- 
portance to libraries, and these should be 
briefly recapitulated: 

The grants for general elementary and 
secondary education may include “school li- 
brary service.” (Sec. 12, $.1305) 

The grants for improved teacher prepa- 
ration may be made available to “public 
institutions” for the training of students 
preparing for “school-library service.” (Sec. 
22, $.1305) 

The grants for the construction of school 
buildings may include “facilities for school 
libraries.” (Sec. 31, $.1305) 

The grants for adult education include 
“salaries and books” and “facilities for self- 
education” and may be made available 
through “public libraries” and other educa- 
tional institutions. (Sec. 203, $.1305) 

The grants for educational research and 
demonstrations may be made available to 
“library agencies,” along with other educa- 
tional authorities. (Sec. 402, $.1305) 


In general, then, the provision for li- 
braries made by the two bills is specific in 
that it authorizes the appropriation of funds 
primarily for rural library service; and it is 
also general in the sense that library service 
is incorporated in practically all portions 
of the proposed statute. 


Action by Congress 


The Senate bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, and the 
House bill to the Committee on Education. 
In the House Committee, no hearings were 
held on the bill and no action was reported 
by the committee. 
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In the Senate Committee, an extensive 
series of hearings was held on March 2, 3, 
and 10, 1939. At these hearings Secretary 
Milam and Forrest B. Spaulding, a member 
of the Committee on Federal Relations, rep- 
resented the American Library Association 
and made statements on March 3, 1939.' 
The need for library service was also men- 
tioned at various places in the testimony of 
nonlibrarians before the committee. 

The bill was reported favorably by the 
Senate Committee on Education and Labor 
and its passage was recommended.? Of the 
thirteen members of the committee, three, 
Robert A. Taft, of Ohio, and David H. 
Walsh, of Massachusetts (on behalf of him- 
self and Senator Vic Donahey, of Ohio), 
filed minority reports opposing the passage 
of the bill. The measure did not come up 
for formal action on the floor of the Senate 
prior to the adjournment of the Ist session 
of the 76th Congress. 

Both the Senate and House bills will 
carry forward into the 2d session of the 
76th Congress from the stage reached at 
the adjournment of the Ist session. It will 
not be necessary to reintroduce the proposed 
measures. Presumably, therefore, the Sen- 
ate bill will be considered early in the 2d 
(1940) session, and hearings before the 
House Committee on Education may also 
be expected to be scheduled early in the ses- 
sion. 

The attitude of the President and the ad- 
ministration on this specific proposal for 
federal aid to education was not definitely 
disclosed. It is the belief of the National 
Education Association’s Legislative Commis- 
sion that this fact should not be construed as 
an unfavorable view of the proposed legis- 
lation since various addresses of the Presi- 


‘U. S. Congress. Senate.- Committee on Educa 
tion and Labor. Hearings before a Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Education and Labor, United States 
Senate, Seventy-sixth Congress, First Session, on S. 
1305. . March 2, 3, and 10, 1939 Washington, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 1939, pp. 162-68 

2U. S. Congress. Senate. Fed Assistance to 
the States for the Support of Put E lucation. Re- 
port No. 244, 76th Congress, ist Session. Wash 
ington, U. S. Government Printing Office, 1939. 

*U. S. Congress. Senate. Federal Assistance to 
the States for the Support of Public Education. Re- 
port No. 244, Part 2, 76th Congress, 1st Session. 
Washineton, U. S. Government Printing Office, 1930; 
U. S. Congress. Senate. Federal Assistance to the 
States for the Support of Public Education. Report 
No. 244, Part 3, 76th Congress, rst Session. Wash- 
ington, U. S. Government Printing Office, 


1939 
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dent may be cited as general endorsements 
of a program for federal aid to education.‘ 
The commission feels that it is quite prob- 
able that the bill will be included in the 
active legislative program of the administra 
tion in the 1940 session of Congress. 


Campaign in Support of Federal Aid Legis- 


lation 


In its activities on behalf of the federal 
aid legislation, the committee continued its 
previous policy of united with the 
National Education Association and the 
entire group of educational organizations 
supporting the bills embodying the recom 
mendations of the Advisory Committee on 
Education. In the campaign in support of 
the bill, the Public Library Division of the 
A.L.A. was used as 
headquarters. 


action 


a clearing house and 
Effective cooperation was 
provided by state library associations, by the 
state representatives of the Committee on 
Federal Relations, and by many individual 
librarians and friends of libraries. Al- 
together, 56 library organizations formally 
endorsed the library provisions of the bill. 
Forty of the 46 state library associations en- 
dorsed the measure; only 2 state associations 
have reported unfavorable action on pro- 
posals to support federal aid. 
the N.E.A., a large number of educational 
and other organizations 
dorsed the proposed bill. 

An important item i. the publicity cam- 
paign was a leaflet, Federal Aid to Libraries, 
of which 25,000 copies were distributed to 
members of Congress, 


In addition to 


also actively en- 


national educational 
associations, organizations, and agencies, and 
state representatives of the Committee on 
Federal Relations. A revision of this leaf- 
let has been authorized. 


Prospects for Passage of Federal Aid Legis- 

lation 

The results of the present year’s efforts 
in behalf of federal aid to libraries, while 
discouraging at the moment, are such as to 
warrant hope for future action by Congress. 
Certain rather obvious difficulties confront 
the proposed legislation. In the first place, 
there are the two standard arguments—the 


‘For example, 


see the Hearings cited above, pp 
18-21 
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need for economy in the federal budget and 
the danger of federal control of education. 
These traditional arguments against the fed- 
eral aid program are important and must 
be continually answered. In the second 
place, there is a difficulty of a quite dif- 
ferent sort—the possible competition for fed- 
eral funds by the proposed National Health 
Act and by other social welfare legislation. 

On the other hand, the education bill is a 
unified measure, supported by a large pro- 
portion of the educational organizations and 
groups throughout the nation. The com- 
bined weight of these interests is very great 
and will, the committee believes, be fully ap- 
parent when the federal aid legislation comes 
to a vote on the floor of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. It is obvious that 
the American Library Association should 
continue to support the Thomas-Harrison 
Bill with its full strength. 


Federal Relations in General 


Space will permit only the briefest mention 
of other items of interest in the general field 
of federal relations to libraries. 

In anticipation of possible grants of fed- 
eral aid to libraries, at least nine states® 
have already adopted legislation providing 
for. the acceptance of federal aid as required 
by the Thomas-Harrison Bill. 

The budget of the Library Service Divi 
sion of the Office of Education remains at 
the same figure which was in effect during 
the fiscal year 1938—$25,000. Efforts by the 
Commissioner of Education to raise this ap- 
propriation to $55,000 were supported by the 
American Library Association. 

The project for the collection of public 
library statistics by the Library Service Divi- 
sion, with the cooperation of state library 
agencies and the American Library Associa- 
tion, is well under way. This plan, in- 
volving the threefold cooperation of the 
federal government, the states, and the 
American Library Association, is an im- 
portant example of the national integration 
of library activities and should have the 
whole-hearted support of librarians gen- 
erally. 


*The A.L.A. Public Library Division has on file 
pies of legislation passed by the following states: 
Illinois, I New Mexico, Ohio, Oklahoma, Ore 
gon, Tennessee, Vermont, West Virginia 
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Representative Ross Collins of Missis- 
sippi again introduced his bill providing for 
the establishment of five national regional 
libraries (H.R. 1644, 76th Congress, 1st 
Session). This bill was referred to the 
Committee on Library, but no further action 
was taken regarding it. 

The District of Columbia Library As- 
sociation is actively backing the proposal for 
a Federal Library Council to coordinate the 
policies and procedures of the libraries of the 
federal government, and there seems to be 
excellent prospect for the appointment of 
such a council by the President. The rec- 
ommendation for the appointment of this 
Council was made in the report on Library 
Service to the Advisory Committee on Edu- 
cation.® 

The postal rate of 14 cents per pound for 
books has been extended until June 30, 
1941, by presidential proclamation. The 
American Library Association and libraries 
generally have given full support to the 
groups sponsoring this action. 

Librarians of public and quasi-public li- 
braries will, be subject to federal income 
taxes, beginning with collection of March 
15, 1940, based on 1939 income. This change 
is made in conformity with the Supreme 
Court decision of March 27, 1939, and the 
Doughton Bill, H.R. 3790. 

For the record, it may be reported that 
action on behalf of the American Library 
Association in connection with the appoint- 
ment of the librarian of Congress was dele- 
gated by the Executive Board to a special 
committee’ of the Association and was not a 
direct responsibility of the Committee on 
Federal Relations. 

Members of the Committee on Federal 
Relations were: Charles H. Compton, vice 
chairman, Mabel R. Gillis, Paul A. T. 
Noon, and Forrest B. Spaulding. In addi- 
tion, forty-two state representatives of- 
ficially designated by state library associa- 
tions, and six designated by the 
A.L.A., are serving on the committee. In 
her capacity as secretary, Julia Wright Mer- 


others 


*C. B. Joeckel 
Government Printing . PT 
7 Appointed by the Executive Board, January, 1938 
For report of this committee, see Council proceedings 
of the San Francisco conference, A.L.A. Bulletin, 
October 15, 1939 


Library Service Washington, 


Ofc a I 38 pp 6s 66. 
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rill has given valuable service as executive 
officer of the committee. 

In concluding his fifth year of service on 
the committee, the chairman wishes to ex- 
press his sincere thanks to all members of 
the committee who have served during this 
period, to the A.L.A. Headquarters staff, and 
to the many members of the Association who 
have assisted in this important A.L.A. pro- 
gram. “Federal relations” has become much 
more than a committee project. It is a 
major field of Association activity, which 
deserves continued vigorous support. 

CaRLETON B. JoEcKEL, Chairman 


FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 


The committee made its annual awards on 
Friday, March 31. There were 67 appli- 
cations from the United States and only 
3 from Canada, whereas last year there 
were 60 from the United States and 8 from 
Canada. It was voted to allow $1300 for 
each grant-in-aid and to make only 1 for 
Canada and 4 for the United States. In 
addition, a grant of $500 was made to one of 
the present fellows to enable her to continue 
her studies through the fall term. 

In making each award, the committee 
asked two questions: Is the project impor- 
tant professionally, and is this the best availa- 
ble person for the study? The recipient of a 
grant is always allowed to choose the school 
that will direct the study. With so few 
grants to make, the committee was unusually 
careful in the distribution of the awards, 
assigning one to each of the following pro- 
fessional groups: college, law, public, re- 
gional, and Canadian. 

The seven fellows who are now studying 
under grants made a year ago are making 
good progress. The mid-year reports sub- 
mitted by each showed intelligent use of both 
time and materials. The dean of the Gradu- 
ate Library School, University of Chicago, 
reported very favorably upon the six who 
are students there. 

The College Library Advisory Board, 
through its chairman, Guy R. Lyle, asked 
the committee if it would make an appropria- 
tion for the preparation of a self-survey 
manual for college libraries. The period be- 
tween the receipt of the request and the 
meeting of the committee was too short to 
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find the best possible person to undertake 
the project, and it was postponed for a year. 
It is hoped that some other especially desira- 
ble projects may be suggested to the com- 
mittee and that librarians may be found who 
have the particular qualifications to under- 
take them. The matter of procedure for 
the next two years may be radically changed. 
Instead of asking for competitive applica- 
tions, the committee may invite a very few to 
undertake certain carefully selected studies 
of import to large sections of the profession. 

The Carnegie Corporation made a final 
appropriation of $20,000 for the United 
States and $5500 for Canada, to be used dur- 
ing the next three years for these grants-in- 
aid. 

The first grants were made in the spring 
of 1929 for the year 1929-30. In all, in- 
cluding those for the coming year, 87 dif- 
ferent people have been given awards. Two 
did not utilize the grants. Three received 
awards for three years each, and seven for 
two years each. It is planned to prepare a 
full report for the thirteen-year period, giv- 
ing something of the professional history of 
each recipient. 

The librarians who have been assisted in 
their professional careers through these 
grants join with the members of the com- 
mittee in thanking the Carnegie Corporation 
for the generous appropriations that have 
made possible much advanced study and 
some definite contributions to library litera- 
ture. 

The awards made for the year 
are as follows: 


1939-40 


From the United States 
Eliza Atkins. (A renewal for the fall 


term.) A study of the government and ad- 
ministration of public library service to Ne- 
groes in the south. University of Chicago. 

John Mackenzie Cory. A study of co- 
operative agreements for library service with 
particular emphasis on the legal problems in 
volved, optimum area, and financial and ad- 
ministrative provisions. University of 
Chicago. 


Walter H. Kaiser. A study of effective 


relationships between the public library and 
the worker, both white-collar and crafts. 
University of Chicago. 
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Frances Graham Karr. Compilation of a 
list of subject headings for use in law li- 
braries. Columbia University. 

Edward Barrett Stanford. The effect of 
“honors” courses upon library service in 
liberal arts colleges. University of Chicago. 


From Canada 


Jack Ernest Brown. A project of develop- 
ing libraries in Canada by (a) surveying 
local efforts, and (b) formulating best ways 
and means. University of Chicago. 


Members of the committee were: Mrs. 
Aubrey Lee Graham, Judson T. Jennings, 
Gerhard R. Lomer, Paul M. Paine, and 
Fanny T. Taber. 

Francis L. D. Goopricn, Chairman 


FINANCE 


Financial reports for the fiscal year end- 
ing August 31, 1938, and budgets for 
1938-39, approved by the Finance Commit- 
tee, appeared in the A4.L.4. Bulletin 
32:1064-71, December, 1938; the report of 
the Finance Committee, 4.L.4. Bulletin 
33:47, January, 1939. 


Fire INSURANCE 


During the year this committee has given 
attention to two problems in connection with 
property insurance for libraries. These are: 
(1) Should libraries carry property insur- 
ance? (2) What methods should be used in 
the valuation of library contents? 

On the first question, two conflicting 
points of view have developed within the 
committee membership. Some believe that 
in view of the actual fire and other losses 
experienced in libraries, it would be cheaper 
in the long run to carry no property insur- 
ance coverage, but to have each library carry 
its own property insurance, i.e., run its own 
risk. Of course, trustees might object to as- 
suming any responsibility for this procedure 
unless it were widespread on the part of 
other public departments and agencies. 

The other viewpoint represented in the 
committee is that because of heavy losses in 
times of floods and other natural catastro- 
phes, it is highly advisable for librarians to 
have some kind of guidance in the establish- 
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ment of property valuation for all important 
classifications of their collections, files, and 
other property. A survey made by one of 
the committee members, covering ten New 
Hampshire towns, reveals the chaotic con- 
ditions as to insurance coverage in libraries, 
which may be said to prevail in practically 
all parts of the United States. In this sur- 
vey, some libraries cover books only, some 
cover contents, some cover furniture, fix- 
tures, and books. One library covers noth- 
ing. These same libraries serve about half 
the population of New Hampshire. 

Most certainly there is much yet to be 
done in the clarification of this phase of the 
work of the Committee on Fire Insurance. 
In regard to the second problem, that of 
establishing some scale of values for various 
items included in the libraries’ collections, the 
committee considered further the table of 
values established in the past by the same 
committee. At the same time, methods used 
by an insurance underwriter in establishing 
insurance values for two Pennsylvania 
towns, and methods used in the recent ad- 
justment of insurance in Toledo (an ad- 
justment involving approximately $750,000 
coverage on buildings, books, and contents in 
that system) were carefully studied. Some 
members of the committee believe that the 
present methods used are so involved that 
unless the insurance underwriters them- 
selves can establish a comparatively simple 
means of arriving at the insurance value of 
books and other collections, it would be im- 
possible for librarians satisfactorily to solve 
the problem. It may be said that since in- 
surance underwriters have two possibilities 
of developing business in the field where in- 
surance coverage is not well established, 
they should be willing to spend much more 
time and effort in answering the problem 
of valuation than they have thus far. 

One member of the committee has sug- 
gested that it might be a proper task for the 
A.L.A. to work out annually with the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, a scale of 
average insurable values of books, catalog 
cards, et cetera, that could be used as a 
basis of “agreed” values for the settlement 
of insurance losses. 

Another important phase of this second 
problem is the desirability of carrying any 
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insurance on irreplaceable material. Most 
members of the committee feel that physical 
protection in the way of fireproof vaults and 
the like should be provided to safeguard 
this type of property rather than the estab- 
lishment of insurance 
“guess work” basis. 

While the committee can hardly call this 
a report of progress, it might be said that 
the problems to be dealt with in the future 
may have been clarified somewhat by its 
work during the year. 

Members of the committee were: Emerson 
Greenaway, John Dale Henderson, M. A. 
Hyde, Francis J. Sullivan, and Willis D. 
Thompson, Jr. 

Russe.i J. 


coverage on some 


SCHUNK, Chairman 


ForeEIGN Born, WorK WITH 


Recognizing the change in the nature of 
foreign immigration—a change especially 
marked in the seaboard cities—the commit- 
tee has directed its work toward the needs 
of the new exiles. This immigration, spread- 
ing as it will to the inland towns and cities, 
brings readers of education and experience, 
accustomed to the use of books and li- 
braries. While the greater number of 
emigrés come from Germany and Austria, 
those from Czechoslovakia, Italy, and Spain 
are in their wake. 

There has never been an influx of foreign- 
speaking emigrés so eager to read English 
books and so capable of learning through 
books of a environment. While the 
committee has not neglected the interests 
of the less literate older groups, their needs 
have been studied in the past and have there- 
fore received less attention this year. The 
editor of the Booklist has again given en- 
couragement and space to lists of important 
foreign books. Those published were the 
French list compiled by Stefi Kiesler, in the 
January 1 issue; the Danish list by Celia 
Udell, July 15; the Spanish list by Rosa E 
Zubillaga, April 1; and the Lithuanian list 
by Mary B. McLellan, Dr. Frank Hill, and 
Helen F. Hawley, July 1. 

A constant appeal for books in English 
for interpreting this country reached the 
committee. A reappraisal of the titles often 
suggested was made and books were chosen 
for their clarity of expression and maturity 


new 
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of thought. A list was compiled at the re- 
quest of the chairman by Jennie Flexner, 
New York Public Library. Aside from the 
suggestions of books on mastering English 
and learning American customs, marketing, 
and household arrangements, the list is one 
of value to native-born Americans who wish 
to broaden their background. For that 
reason it was called “Interpreting America” 
without reference to special use by the 
born. It 
distribution at the San 


foreign Was mimeographed for 
Francisco meeting 
and a few copies are still available. 

The table meeting held in San 
Francisco on Monday afternoon, June 19, 
was a symposium to consider the subject, 
“Men and Books in Exile.” Dr. Carola 
Blume of Mills College discussed what the 
emigré hopes to find in the public library. 
Mrs. Stefi Kiesler sent a documentary report 


round 


by foreign born writers and readers who 
have used the library. Jens P. Nyholm re 
minded the audience of the value to Ameri- 
can readers of the foreign literature collec- 
tions, and Agnes Camilla Hansen spoke of 
tolerance and its examples in Greek drama 
and in three contemporary books. 

The retiring chairman suggests that a 
joint with the Adult Education 
Round Table might be desirable at the 1940 
meeting. As a series of sessions is assigned 
to the Adult Education Round Table and 
a conflict is hard to avoid, a meeting planned 


meeting 


by and for both groups is worth considering. 

Committee members were: Harland A. 

Carpenter, Fanny Goldstein, Abram Boris 

Korman, Paul A. T. Noon, Adelaide C. 

Rood, Maud I. Stull, Maud Durlin Sullivan, 
and Jean Thompson. 

ESTHER JOHNSTON, Chairman 

FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES 
See pages 591-95. 
HistoricAL Recorps SURVEY 


No report. 


HospiraAt LIBRARIES 
The Hospital Libraries Committee pre- 
pared, as usual, during the year its list of 
“Books for Hospital Use,” published in the 


June 15 and December 15 issues of the 


Booklist. 








emerspe ed 


DEE MONTE LY 


See ee eee 
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During the course of the year plans for 
the new booklist for hospital librarians, 
which were discussed at the Kansas City 
conference, progressed to a state of mutual 
agreement by the American Hospital Asso- 
ciation’s Library Committee and the A.L.A. 
Hospital Libraries Committte. These 
plans are to be presented to the A.L.A. 
Editorial Committee for consideration at 
its autumn meeting. It is hoped that the 
first issue of this publication will be availa 
ble by the first of the year. 

The A.L.A. published last spring the re- 
vised edition of E. Kathleen Jones’ book, 
Hospital Libraries, which had been in prep- 
aration for some time. The committee rec- 
ommends it to all who are interested in 
hospital libraries. A resolution was passed 
at the San Francisco conference that our 
committee propose that the Committee on 
Library Cooperation with Latin America 
consider the advisability and possibility of 
translating Miss Jones’ book for use in 
Latin American countries. 

The committee maintained a booth in the 
auditorium at the San Francisco conference 
at which consultation service was given and 
which served as a meeting place for hospital 
librarians. 

The San Francisco meetings included a 
business session following a breakfast in the 
Hotel Whitcomb and an open meeting at 
which Dr. Alice Bryan, consulting psycholo- 
gist at the Columbia University School of 
Library Service, addressed the group on the 
subject, “Can There Be a Science of Bib- 
liotherapy?” Dr. Bryan’s constructive criti- 
cism of our lack of scientific research in the 
field of bibliotherapy was well received and 
plans for correcting our past lack of action 
on that subject are to be a major considera- 
tion in our program for the coming year. 
Dr. Bryan’s answer to the question expressed 
in her title was that there can be a sci- 
ence of bibliotherapy but the question of 
whether or not there will be one rests with 
hospital librarians. Her address will be pub- 
lished in a forthcoming issue of Library 
Journal and is recommended as required 
reading for all librarians. 

The question of a National Association of 
Hospital Librarians which would work both 
with the A.L.A. and A.H.A., and meet 


with both associations, was brought up for 
consideration at San Francisco. The con- 
sideration of its advisability will be under- 
taken by the committee in the coming year. 
Committee members were: Frances I. 
Blake, Isabel DuBois, Mrs. Grace R. Helli- 
well, Ruth Hoffman, Selma Lindem, Mrs. 
Marjorie Huntley, and Marjorie J. Post. 
ANNE Farrincton, Chairman 


INDEXING AND ABSTRACTING IN THE 
Mayor Fievps or RESEARCH 


No report. 


INSTITUTION LIBRARIES 


No report. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


The projects and activities which have 
concerned the committee during the year are 
described herewith in approximately chrono- 
logical order. 

Books for China. The first major charge 
laid upon the committee was that of or- 
ganizing and putting into effect a campaign 
to secure books for the libraries of the Chin- 
ese colleges and universities which had suf- 
fered as a result of the Japanese invasion. 
The campaign began on October 1, 1938, 
and details concerning it were reported in 
the 4.L.A. Bulletin 32:71:10, 1046, October 
1, and December, 1938, and in the Library 
Journal 64:386, May 15, 1939. Although the 
campaign officially ended on January 1, 1939, 
a gratifying amount of material was donated 
subsequent to that time, and up to June 30 
approximately 21,000 items had been con- 
tributed by 59 donors, a list of whom is 
appended to this report. Considerably over 
half of the contributions have already been 
received in Hong Kong and distributed to 
individual institutions. 

Books for Europe. On February 1, the 
chairman was invited to meet with the Secre- 
tary of the Association, Carl H. Milam, Dr. 
David H. Stevens and John Marshall, of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, to consider the pos- 
sibility of setting up a project to aid the 
libraries of certain western European coun- 
tries to secure American books. As a result 
of the discussion, John Russell was invited 
to explore the problem. His report was 
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presented and considered in New York on 
February 21 by an Executive Committee of 
the Committee on International Relations 
appointed for the purpose, Messrs. Stevens, 
Marshall, and Milam being present. On 
the basis of this report, the Rockefeller 
Foundation made a grant of $60,000 cover- 
ing a three-year period. A general state- 
ment concerning the project appeared in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin 33:355, May, 1939. A final 
meeting of the Executive Committee with 
the President, Vice President, and Secretary 
present was held in New York on May 5 
to settle certain details. At this time Ells- 
worth Young was engaged as executive as- 
sistant as of September 1 to have charge of 
an office to be located in New York City, 
to which European libraries receiving grants 
will send their requests. In addition, the 
chairman was empowered to begin com- 
municating with librarians in a selected 
group of European countries and was com- 
missioned to make a trip to Europe in order 
to discuss the details of the plan’s operation 
in the individual countries. 

American Library in Paris. The com- 
mittee, through its Executive Committee, has 
also been privileged to have a part in con- 
sidering proposals for assisting the American 
Library in Paris. At the meeting on May 
5 mentioned above, Mr. E. A. Sumner, a 
trustee of the library, presented its needs in 
the light of certain suggestions which had 
already been submitted to the Association. 
The committee recommended that the Ex- 
ecutive Board endorse the library’s requests 
and officially present them to the Rockefeller 
Foundation. This has been done. 

International Library Committee Meet- 
ing. The meeting was held at The Hague 
and in Amsterdam July 10 to 12. Harrison 
Craver and the chairman of the Committee 
on International Relations served as Ameri- 
can Library Association delegates. 

Refugees. The committee has had re- 
ferred to it the names of numerous Euro- 
pean librarians who have been forced or 
are eager to leave their native countries. 
Although the committee has given a good 
deal of consideration to the problems in- 
volved in placing such librarians in American 
institutions, it has been unable thus far to 
settle upon any practical plan. At present 


the possibility of trying to secure funds to 
provide for a year’s attendance at American 
library schools by a few refugee librarians is 
being considered. 

International Interlibrary Loans. More 
than two years ago the International Fed- 
eration of Library Associations asked its 
member associations if they would be wil- 
ling (1) to distribute to the libraries of 
their countries interested in international 
loans copies of the rules and of the form of 
agreement which had been unanimously 
adopted at the meeting of the International 
Library Committee at Warsaw on May first 
and second of 1936; (2) to collect the 
agreements and transmit them to the secre- 
tary of the federation; and (3) to print 
and supply to their countries the information 
provided for in the rules. The request for 
action on this matter remained pending until 
this year, when the committee decided that 
the objectives of the federation would be 
realized if a central clearing house for re- 
quests for interlibrary loans from outside 
the country were designated for the United 
States and if there were published in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin as much as necessary of 
the rules and of the agreement with the 
stipulation that those libraries concerned 
with international interlibrary loan and wil- 
ling to follow the plan adopted by the fed- 
eration indicate their concurrence. The 
committee has approached Dr. Herbert Put- 
nam to ask whether the Library of Con- 
gress would be willing to assume the 
responsibility of serving as a central clearing 
house. In view of Dr. Putnam’s imminent 
retirement and his consequent unwillingness 
to lay down a policy for the Library of Con- 
gress, the committee was asked to present 
its request to his successor. 

International Library Statistics. At the 
same time that the International Federation 
of Library Associations adopted its inter- 
national interlibrary loan code, it approved 
a uniform international library statistical 
blank and asked each of its member associa- 
tions to invite a few large libraries to con- 
tribute the data called for. The committee 
has given some thought to the details of the 
blank and commissioned its chairman to 
raise certain questions at The Hague meet- 
ing concerning the probable difficulty in ob- 
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taining some vf the desired statistics for 
American libraries. 

International Documentation Conference. 
The Executive Committee voted to suggest 
that the A.L.A. Executive Board designate 
Vernon D. Tate and Arthur Berthold as 
delegates to the conference held in Zurich 
from August 10 to 13. The Executive 
Board acted affirmatively on this vote. 

Members of the committee were: Alice 
Anderson, Claribel Barnett, Harry Clemons, 
Angus Fletcher, Winifred Gregory, Arthur 
Gropp, Florence L. King, John Russell, 
Géza Schiitz, and Douglas Waples. 

Members of the Subcommittee on Inter- 
national Cooperation between Agricultural 
Libraries were: Claribel Ruth Barnett, 
chairman, J. Christian Bay, Lucy M. Lewis, 
Willard P. Lewis, Mrs. Lois Butler Payson, 
A. Louise Shaw, Jackson E. Towne, and 
Phineas L. Windsor. 

J. Pertam Danton, Chairman 


APPENDIX 


CONTRIBUTORS TO THE BOOKS FOR 
CHINA CAMPAIGN 


American Association of University 
Women, Bloomington (Ill.) branch; Ameri- 
can Economic Association; American Politi- 
cal Science Association; Association of 
American Railroads; American Social Hy- 
giene Association; American Society of Civil 
Engineers; Bennington College; R. R. 
Bowker and Company; Columbia Univer- 
sity Press; Council on Foreign Relations; 
Dartmouth College Library; De Pauw Uni- 
versity ; Dayton Public Library ; Anonymous, 
through the Library of the Dominion Bu- 
reau of Statistics, Ottawa, Canada; Hor- 
nell Hart of Duke University; Goucher 
College ; Grinnell College Library; Harvard 
University Library; University of Hawaii; 
D. C. Heath and Company; Indianapolis 
Public Library; Iowa State University; 


Lehigh University Library; Los Angeles 
Public Library; Macmillan Company; 
Minneapolis Public Library Missouri 


School of Mines; University of Missouri; 
Montclair Public Library; Mount Holyoke 
College Library; Nashville Public Library; 
National Education Association; National 
Occupational Conference; National Recrea- 
tion Association; University of Cincinnati 


621 


faculty; National Research Council; New 
Haven Free Public Library; New York 
State Library; Occidental College; Oregon 
State Agricultural College; University of 
Oregon; Oxford University Press; Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania Library; Prince- 
ton University; Saint Joseph (Mo.) Public 
Library; Scott, Foresman and Company; 
Seattle Public Library; Syracuse Public Li- 
brary; Temple University; St. Paul Public 
Library; Silver, Burdett and Company; 
U. S. Department of Agriculture Library; 
Vassar College Library; University of Vir- 
ginia; University of Washington faculty; 
Wooster College Library; Worcester Poly- 
technic Institute; Yale University ; American 
Library Association Headquarters. 


Latin AMERICA, LIBRARY 
CooPERATION WITH 


The activities of the committee during the 
year fall under the heads, Projects, Activi- 
ties of Committee Members and of A.L.A. 
Headquarters, and Meetings, 
summarized as follows: 


which are 


Projects 


Latin American Library Relations De- 
velopment Program. In April the Rocke- 
feller Foundation made a grant of $30,000 
for use over a three-year period in the 
investigation and development of a Latin 
American library program by the Commit- 
tee on Library Cooperation with Latin 
America. This program includes among its 
major points the following: 


A study of exchange relations now exist- 
ing between important libraries of the 
United States and Latin American govern 
ments and institutions 

A study of the distribution of scholarly 
journals of the United States in Latin Amer- 
ica 

A study of the possibilities of promoting 
cultural relations with Latin America 
through the exchange of publications 

A study of collections available in smaller 
colleges and universities which offer courses 
in Latin American subjects 

A study of public interest in Latin Amer- 
ican subjects as indicated by book collec- 
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tions and circulation in typical small and 
medium-sized libraries 


To assist the committee in carrying out 
this program it was expedient to obtain an 
executive assistant well qualified in research 
technique and method. Such a person was 
found in William C. Haygood, recently 
organizer of the South Georgia Teachers 
College Library under the auspices of the 
Rosenwald Fund, and member of the library 
school staff of the Louisiana State Univer- 
sity. Mr. Haygood assumed his duties on 
June 1. He at the A.L.A. con- 
ference in San Francisco, and, for the 
purpose of orienting himself in the Latin 
American program of the committee, at- 
tended the Institute of Latin American Stud- 
ies at Ahn Arbor, Mich., June 26 to August 
5 


assisted 


Dr. Rubens Borba de Moraes. In Febru- 
ary the committee from 
the Rockefeller Foundation a grant-in aid 
to assist Dr. Borba de Moraes, director of 
the Municipal Library of Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
to come to the United States to observe and 
study American library practices. Dr. 
Moraes arrived in New York on June 13, 
and is scheduled to return on August 26. 
His itinerary included attendance at the an- 
nual conference in San Francisco and visits 
to libraries in the following cities: Berkeley, 
Stanford, Los Angeles, Indianapolis, Chi- 
Ann Arbor, Cleveland, Washington, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York. 
Two weeks each were spent in Indianapolis, 
to concentrate on the public and state li- 
brary systems; in Washington, to visit the 
Library of Congress, Office of Education, 
National Archives, and the Pan American 
Union; and in New York, to visit the New 
York Public Library, Columbia University, 
and the Brooklyn Public Library. 

Concerning Dr. Moraes, one librarian re- 
marked that he was a delightful visitor and 
also the hardest worker of any foreign 
observer who had come to that library; that 
he was an excellent ambassador from Brazil 
and an admirable personage to carry back 
North American library ideas. 

Latin American Book Exhibit. The com- 
mittee further received in February a grant- 
in-aid of $500 from the Rockefeller Founda- 


further received 


cago, 
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tion for the exhibition of a collection of 
Latin American books. Letters were sent 
to the ministries of education of each of the 
Latin American countries inviting them to 
contribute a number of books which they 
thought the librarians of the United States 
should know. Their generous response 
brought together a collection which was ex- 
hibited at the conference in San Francisco 
and subsequently at the Institute of Latin 
American Studies at Ann Arbor. It was 
planned to send the collection to libraries 
and institutions desiring it for exhibition. 
Thus far, the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
the Cleveland Public Library, New Mexico 
Library Association conference, and Clare- 
mont Colleges scheduled to 
exhibit it. It is available for this purpose 
until the close of the annual conference in 
Cincinnati, 1940. A “Check List of Latin 
American Books” has been prepared to ac- 
company the exhibit. 

Handbook. The “Manual de Bibliotec 
onomia,” a handbook of American library 
practice in Spanish, after editorial revision 
and correction by various committee mem- 
bers was turned over to Dr. Daniel Samper 
Ortega for reading to coordinate the Span- 
ish terminology and phraseology. Grateful 
acknowledgment is hereby made to Dr. 
Samper Ortega for his generous and oblig- 
ing aid. The handbook is now ready for 
retyping preparatory to publication. It is 
planned to issue a limited mimeographed 
distribution Spanish 
librarians and ex- 
perimentation. On the termination of this 
trial period, suggestions for revisions and 


Library are 


edition for among 


American for criticism 


additions will be incorporated in the printed 
issue. The committee was accorded praise 
and encouragement in the publication of this 
work by the Latin American delegates at- 
tending the San Francisco conference. They 
expressed a definite need for technical li- 
brary publications in the Spanish language. 
Activities of Members 
quarters 


Gage. From time to time Mr. Gage, vice 
president of the Mergenthaler 


and A.L.A. Head- 


Linotype 


Company, has been including articles about 
libraries and library cooperation in the Span- 
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ish and Portuguese editions of that firm’s 
house organ, Boletin Linotipico. 

Gropp. The manuscript report of Mr. 
Gropp’s survey of libraries and archives 
of Central America and the West Indies, 
1937-38, has been completed and will ap- 
pear as a publication of the Middle Ameri- 
can Research series of the Middle American 
Research Institute, Tulane University of 
Louisiana. In February at the convention 
of the Inter-American Bibliographical and 
Library Association, he contributed a paper 
on newspapers in libraries and archives of 
the area of his survey accompanied by a 
partial check list of some goo titles. He 
was named contributing co-editor to the 
new section on library science in the Hand- 
book of Latin American Studies. 

Gosnell. A most useful tool on Spanish 
names appeared under the authorship of 
Mr. Gosnell in the publication series of the 
Inter-American Bibliographical and Library 
Association. Mr. Gosnell attended the 
meeting of book publishers April 27 at 
which book exhibits in Latin America were 
discussed. 

Hanke. Dr. Hanke, editor of the Hand- 
book of Latin American Studies, is initiating 
a section on library science in the forthcom- 
ing volume of that publication. Beginning 
July 1, 1939, he became chief of the His- 
panic Division of the Library of Congress. 

Inman. Dr. Inman attended the confer- 
ence of American States which convened in 
Lima, Peru. 

Ker. At the request of Enrique Plan 
chart, director of the National Library of 
Venezuela, Miss Ker has the enviable op- 
portunity of going to give a course in cata- 
loging and general library organization and 
to assist in the work of the national library. 
In September she prepared a memorandum 
on library schools in the United States in 
answer to a request from Dr. Rodriguez 
Fuentes of the University of 
Cuba. 


developments in 


Havana in 
She also prepared a statement on 
and classifica- 
tion, 1934-38 for the Catalog Section of the 
American Library Miss Ker 
was named contributing co-editor to the new 
section on library science in the Handbook 
of Latin American Studies. 


Rivera. Dr. Rivera was delegated by the 


cataloging 


Association. 
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committee to attend the Institute of Latin 
American Studies in Ann Arbor. 

A.L.A. Headquarters. Secretary Carl H. 
Milam of the Association, at the invitation 
of Secretary Hull, is serving as a member 
of the Advisory Committee to the State 
Department’s Division of Cultural Rela- 
tions. In February he delivered a paper, 
“Some Possibilities of Library Cooperation 
with Latin America,” before the Inter- 
American Bibliographical and Library Asso- 
ciation. This paper was printed in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin, April, 1939. The staff at 
headquarters prepared two supplements to 
the Notes on Latin American Libraries, 
November, 1938, and February, 1939. It 
also compiled the “Check List of Latin 
American Books” to accompany the exhibi- 
tion sponsored by the committee. 


Meetings 
Oklahoma City, October 21. The chair- 


man was invited to discuss the proposed 
projects of the committee with the Secre- 
tary of the Association at the convention of 
the Southwestern Library Association in 
Oklahoma City, preparatory to drafting 
them for transmission to the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 

Washington, D.C., February 24. 
at this meeting were: Brooks, 
Hanke, Ker, Matthews, the chairman of 
the committee, and the Secretary of the 
A.L.A. Miss Brooks was delegated to make 
the necessary arrangements for the reading 
of the handbook by Dr. Daniel Samper 
Ortega. Mr. Milam announced the receipt 
of a three-way grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation for projects sponsored by the 
committee, namely: (a) visit by Dr. Moraes 
of Brazil to the United States; (b) Latin 
American book exhibit; (c) supervision of 


Present 
Gosnell, 


a new edition or a new work on libraries in 
the United States by Ernesto A. Nelson of 
Argentina. With regard to the latter item 
it was considered advisable to await a de- 
tailed plan from Dr. Nelson before as- 
suming the responsibility of supervising the 
work. 

The request of Srta. Hildamar Escalante 
of Venezuela, student of library science at 
Columbia University, to translate Akers’ 
Simple Library Cataloging into Spanish was 
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given the permission of the committee. A 
similar request from Srta. Gertrude Feliu 
to translate the A.L.A. Catalog Rules was 
tabled in view of the nearly completed new 
edition of the code. 

The committee proposed to send one of 
its members, Dr. Rivera, as a delegate to 
the Institute of Latin American Studies at 
Ann Arbor. 

The chairman requested that each mem- 
ber of the committee transmit to headquar- 
ters certain essential information on such 
candidates for the proposed Latin American 
fellowships as came to his attention. Infor- 
mation had already been submitted on seven 
candidates. 

New Orleans, April 15. The chairman 
conferred with the Secretary of the A.L.A. 
in consequence of the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion grant of $30,000 in order to draw up 
a docket for discussion at the meeting of 
the Executive Subcommittee called for May 
6 in New York. 

New York, May 6. Present! at this 
meeting were Brooks; Gosnell; Hanke; the 
chairman of the committee; Milton J. Fer- 
guson, president of the A.L.A.; Ralph 
Munn, vice president; Dr. Irving A. Leon- 
ard of the Rockefeller Foundation; Carl 
Milam; and Edwin E. Williams, assistant to 
Mr. Milam. It was voted that William C. 
Haygood be recommended to the Executive 
Board for the position of executive assistant 
to the committee, that his immediate release 
be requested from Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, and that he prepare tentative plans for 
the development of committee projects to 
be presented at the October 1 meeting? of 
the committee; that a collaborator be se- 
cured to assist Dr. Nelson in his prepara- 
tion of the work on libraries in the United 
States; that Srta. Teresa Umlauf of Peru 
be recommended for a Latin American li- 
brary fellowship, and that other candidates 
be held for later consideration by the execu- 
tive assistant of the committee; and that 
the Latin American book exhibit, planned 
for initial exhibition at the San Francisco 
conference, go to public and small univer- 


1 Dr. 
ness 

2 The committee considered it essential to meet at 
least four times a year during the three-year period 
of investigation 


Rivera was unable to attend because of ill- 
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sity libraries rather than to large institu- 
tions, and that an application form be 
prepared in time for distribution at the 
conference to those libraries and institutions 
desiring it for exhibition. 

Mr. Gosnell reported on the plans of a 
group of publishers to sponsor three book 
exhibitions of some 2000 to 3000 volumes 
in Buenos Aires, Montevideo, and Rio de 
Janeiro during the summer. These exhibits 
were designed to give to the citizens of the 
South American section of 
American publishing and book manufactur- 
ing, and to show the whole 
scene” of culture, science, arts, etc. 


cities a cross 


“American 
The 
committee resolved to express its apprecia- 
tion to this group of publishers for their 
interest in promoting in this manner the 
development of cultural relations between 
the United States and the Latin American 
countries. 

San Francisco, June 21-22. The two 
meetings of the committee in San Francisco 
are summarized below in the form of recom- 
mendations desirable for active  con- 
sideration by the committee.2 These 
recommendations voice to a large degree the 
sentiments of these Latin American: librari- 
ans: Dr. Rubens Borba de Moraes, chief of 
the Division of Libraries and president of the 
Library Council of Sao Paulo, Brazil; Pro- 
fessor Joaquin Diaz Mercado, librarian of 
the Biblioteca Ibero-Americana, Mexico 
City; Sr. Héctor Fuenzalida y Valenzuela, 
assistant in the Library of the National 
University of Chile, Santiago; Dr. Daniel 
Samper Ortega, formerly director of the 
Biblioteca Nacional, Bogota, Colombia, 
delegates to the conference and present at 
the meetings. 

1. That means for traveling fellowships 
and exchange of positions be worked out for 
the purpose of sending technically trained 
American librarians to the Latin American 
countries to assist in library organization 

2. That a distinct emphasis be placed on 
the translation of technical library publica- 
tions into the Spanish and Portuguese lan- 
guages to answer specific needs 


Such translations as are made into the 

*For a full statement of these meetings see the 
Proceedings of the Sixty-First Annual Conference 
of the American Library Association. 
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Spanish language need not be duplicated 
in Portuguese and vice versa 

3. That steps be taken with reference to 
the compilation of an authoritative list of 
subject headings in Spanish 

Sr. Gonzalo Velazquez, of the University 
of Puerto Rico, prepared for the meeting a 
select list (48 p.) containing entries d4ba- 
ceria through Cerro de la Bufa, Batalla 
de, 1872. The entries for the entire alpha- 
bet will contain some 300 pages. This list 
may be used as the basis for the compilation 
of a consolidated list. 

4. That the committee generally encour- 
age efforts in the translation into Spanish 
of American books which will describe and 
interpret the cultural institutions, history, 
and geography of the United States from an 
American point of view 

The same may be applied to the trans- 
lation of Latin American books into Eng- 
lish. Recently the Division of Intellectual 
Cooperation of the Pan American Union 
compiled a list of 26 titles of English Trans- 
lations of Latin American Fiction. 

5. That the committee press the creation 
of a coordinating committee in each of the 
Latin American countries whose purpose 
shall be to integrate library work of all 
countries and keep each other informed of 
library developments 

6. That the committee sponsor a small 
model library organized and ready to give 
service for exhibition in the Latin American 
countries 

Members of the committee in 1938-39 
were: Janeiro V. Brooks, Isaac T. Cabrera, 
Harry L. Gage, Charles F. Gosnell, Lewis 
Hanke, Samuel Guy Inman, Annita M. 
Ker, Mrs. Marion Tucker Loops, Mary 
Helen McCrea, M. Alice Matthews, Ro- 
dolfo Osvaldo Rivera, Gerald Herbert 
Sandy, Henry Ormal Severance, and John 
T. Vance. 

ArtHUR E. Gropp, Chairman 
Latin AMERICAN Books, UNION 


CATALOG OF 


Two formal meetings of the Committee 
on a Union Catalog of Latin American 
Books were held during the library year, 
both in Washington. One was held at the 
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Library of Congress on November 16, 1938, 
and the other in connection with the Second 
Convention of the Inter-American Library 
and Bibliographical Association, on Febru- 
ary 23, 1939. 

The committee has lost a valuable coun- 
sellor and a warm supporter in the death 
of Dr. Ernest Cushing Richardson, former 
consultant in bibliography in the Library 
of Congress. His suggestions as to the 
practicability of the project and his estimates 
of the funds required for a catalog of Latin 
American material were adopted by the 
committee (see text of his memorandum 
below), and were embodied in the recom- 
mendations submitted to the Executive 
Board of the Association to be considered 
by it during the annual meeting in San 
Francisco. The chairman has been in- 
formed that the board considered the recom- 
mendations on June 18, 1939, and voted 
that the questions involved be referred to 
the Committee on Library Cooperation, of 
which Arthur E. Gropp is chairman, for 
study and report. 

The results of the meetings of the com- 
mittee seemed favorable to the development 
of the project of establishing the proposed 
catalog. It was decided that the resources 
at hand be developed first. This would 
require no additional funds, since by the 
establishment of the new Hispanic Division 
in the Library of Congress, a logical place 
for such a catalog is provided, and as cards 
were drawn or typed for the catalog of the 
division, extra cards were provided for the 
Union Catalog. Emphasis would then be 
placed on securing entries from libraries in 
the United States for their collections of 
Latin American material, and next the prob- 
lem of securing entries from Latin American 
libraries would be undertaken. These two 
steps, however, would require funds and it 
has, therefore, been recommended that the 
sum of $10,000 a year for three years be 
secured for this purpose and for the com- 
pletion of the catalog. 

Nathan van Patten, director of libraries 
at Stanford University, has promised to 
send copies of cards covering Latin Ameri- 
can entries of interest to the Union Catalog 
from the Stanford libraries. Harry Miller 
Lydenberg, of the New York Public Li- 
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brary, has also offered to see that two copies 
of all similar cards in his library be made 
available for the catalog. The Sutro Branch 
of the California State Library, located in 
San Francisco, has volunteered to have their 
Works Progress Administration project type 
copies of all Mexican and Spanish holdings, 
and perhaps of other Latin American items. 
The cards for this work were provided by 
the card division of the Library of Congress, 
and these entries will be available for the 
Union Catalog of Latin American Books. 
The services of a member of the committee, 
Annita M. Ker, have been lent by the 
government to the National Library at 
Caracas, Venezuela, and during her stay 
of six months she has promised to try and 
interest the director, Dr. Planchart, in con- 
tributing cards of their holdings for the 
use of the catalog. Now that peace has 
been established in Spain, it is hoped that 
the exchange of entries in the catalogs of 
the National Library in Madrid and the 
Library of Congress will be renewed. Cards 
from Madrid which had been received pre- 
vious to the civil war are available for use 
in the Library of Congress Union Catalog. 
Although progress has been slow and diff- 
cult, and up to the present time no founda- 
tion or endowment has been interested in 
contributing the necessary funds, yet the 
committee feels that fair progress has been 
made, and it is thought that funds will 
be forthcoming as soon as a good beginning 
has been made which will indicate the prac- 
ticability of the establishment of such a 
catalog in the Library of Congress. 
Members of the committee in 1938-39 
were: Janeiro V. Brooks, Annita M. Ker, 
Harry Miller Lydenberg, Sarita Robinson, 
George A. Schwegmann, Jr., and Nathan 
van Patten. 
Joun T. Vance, Chairman 
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April 13, 1938 

To John T. Vance, Esq. 
Law Librarian 
Chairman, A. L. A. Committee on a Union 
Catalog of Latin American Books 


Re: An Ibero-American Union Bibliography 
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at the Library of Congress and our conver- 
sations 

Since first talking with you about this mat- 
ter, I have spoken with representatives of 
four or five of the different factors which are 
urging the project in order to learn just 
what it is that the Library of Congress 
would be asked to cooperate in and how. 

I gather that two concrete projects have 
been or will soon be presented to the A.L.A. 
and the A.L.I., respectively; both for a 
comprehensive bibliography of all Latin 
American countries, and sooner or later, to 
include the mother countries. 

The A.L.I. project is a monographic 
series by countries in a standard full title, 
classed and indexed catalog, printed with 
bibliography beginning with Mexico. For 
this a grant of $5000 will be asked. This 
points to some $50,000 for American states 
and twice that when Spain and Portugal are 
included. The project will not attempt to 
supply the demand for alphabetical subjects 
for locations and contemplates a generation 
or more for completion. 

Your A.L.A. project aims to cover the 
same field in some method which will get 
all material in writing at an early date at 
such cost as may be reasonable to present 
for grant. It contemplates a cumulative 
card bibliography placed and operated in 
the Spanish Division of the Library of Con- 
gress. It aims to provide subjects and lo- 
cations as well as brief bibliographical data 
and universal orientation. The project has 
been described as a union catalog, but the 
practical objective at which those interested 
seem to be driving is not so much a union 
catalog as a union bibliography, although it 
provides very fully for the location needs 
by cooperation with the L. C. Union Cata 
log and can make a large contribution to 
full title usefulness by giving index refer- 
ences to full titles in bibliographies and in 
the union catalog. So long as there was talk 
of locating the project at the Pan American 
Union, the union catalog function of location 
dominated, but in locating at the Library 
of Congress, its Union Catalog will cover 
finding and full title service quite well 
enough and will reduce your cost problem 
by half. 


In the matter of production, I under- 
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stand that you figure it as involving half a 
million titles. This spells a near million 
cards for an alphabetical subject catalog, 
what with multiple subjects and duplicate 
cards. 

You visualize execution of the project 
as: (1) searching the Union Catalog tray 
by tray, (2) copying pertinent cards, (3) 
filing. This, however, gives only material in 
American libraries and not all of that. 
Searching will take about 4000 hours, short 
titling will take say 6000 hours (full copy- 
ing, double this) ; altogether 10,000 hours or 
more for the gleaning of the Union Catalog, 
which is only half and the simpler half of 
the job. This means at least 20,000 hours 
for full job, subject cards only. If you plan 
author index, double this; if you plan full 
titles, double this again. Then add for over- 
head, editing, card catalogs and other sup- 
plies. Figure $1 an hour for all types of 
labor. The second half of the problem in- 
cludes the exhausting of bibliographies and 
special collections. 

Routine would be as follows: 

1. Short title about one-half bibliographies 
in Jones’ Bibliography of Bibliographies 

2. Short title the catalogs of five or six of 
the best collections of Iberiana in American 
libraries not already included in the Library 
of Congress Union Catalog 

3. Alphabetize these in one alphabet 

4. Glean the Union Catalog as per your 
project, checking in the prepared titles in 
two ways, i.e., introducing new titles into 
the Union Catalog on the one hand and ex- 
hausting it of pertinent material on the 
other, using the check list cards where 
available and adding to them subjects from 
the union catalog cards 

5. Copy additional cards for additional 
subjects 

6. File 

7. Keep out for a time cards having no 
location copies and follow up by (a) effort 
to locate copies in Latin American libraries 
by means of mimeographed lists and (b) 
cooperative purchase 

Although a million card project is a 
stiff proposition even on a minimum stand- 
ard and if you run to full titles, research 
editing, and the like, it might run into all 
kinds of money. 


On the other hand, experience on the 
Union Catalog suggests that a serviceable 
index subject bibliography in the simple 
method could be produced for three cents 
per card if strict measures are taken to 
keep production up to time and to avoid 
waste. This means perhaps $10,000 per 
year for three years; $15,000 would be 
better. 

If I have correctly sized up what your 
committee is driving at I have no hesitation 
in saying that it seems to me quite in line 
with the idea of the librarian of Congress 
as to the extension of bibliographical ap- 
paratus for the Library of Congress. You 
are at liberty to quote my professional 
opinion as consultant, first, to the above 
effect and, second, to the effect that the half 
million title, million card project can be 
safely undertaken on $10,000 a year for 
three years—if $15,000 cannot be had. 
ERNEST CUSHING RICHARDSON, Consultant 


LEGISLATION 


PART I 
SUMMARY 


Congress approved the President’s offer 
of Hyde Park as a special library for ad- 
ministration documents (H.J. 268), con- 
firmed the nomination of Archibald 
MacLeish as the librarian of Congress, and 
failed to complete action on the bill calling 
for federal aid to education, including li- 
braries. 

As to state and provincial legislation, state 
aid was either initiated or continued in 
Arkansas, British Columbia, New Hamp- 
shire, Nova Scotia, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 
Vermont. Michigan’s $500,000 fund was re- 
pealed and Illinois’ $415,000 program was 
vetoed by Governor Horner. 

State library agencies received treatment 
in Alabama, Illinois, Iowa, Nova Scotia, 
Tennessee, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

Contract service and regional planning 
were approved in Alabama, Connecticut, In- 
diana, Montana, Nova Scotia, and West Vir- 
ginia. 

The provisions of the federal bill to aid 
education, including libraries, were accepted 
by Arizona, Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, Mary- 
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land, New 
Oregon, 
Virginia. 


Mexico, 
Tennessee, 


Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Vermont, and West 


PART II 


NEW LEGISLATION INCLUDING AMENDMENTS 
TO OLDER STATUTES 


Unless otherwise noted reference is made 
to bills enacted during the 1939 regular ses- 
sions, 

ALABAMA 
State Agency 

A public library service division in the 
state department of archives and history is 
established by Act No. 171. The division 
is to be composed of five members appointed 
by the governor. These members will ap- 
point a director who shall have charge of 
the division’s work in organizing new li- 
braries and improving those already estab- 
lished. This law also authorizes the power 
of contract between counties and cities for 
providing library service. 


County Libraries 


Section 1545 of the 1923 Code is amended 
to grant authority to county and municipal 
governing bodies to establish and maintain 
free public libraries either separately or in 
connection with public schools. (Act No. 
198) 

Library Boards 

Section 1546 of the 1923 Code is amended 
so that the government and supervision of 
public libraries shall be vested in a board of 
five members who shall be appointed by the 
governing body of the county or municipality 
for terms of four years. (Act No. 199) 
Act No. 200 amends Section 1547 of the 
1923 Code and defines the authority of the 
county and municipal library boards. 

Joint Service 

Any rural, town or village school library 
may affiliate such library with the county 
library in accordance with rules fixed by 
the library board. County and municipal 
library boards may contract for joint library 
service with each other. (Act No. 201) 


ARIZONA 
Department of Libraries 


The duties and powers vested in the state 


historian are transferred to the division of 
Arizona history and archives of the depart- 
ment of library and archives by Chapter 83. 


Federal Aid 

Arizona accepts, in event of enactment, 
federal aid for rural library service. (H.B. 
264) 

ARKANSAS 

Federal Aid 

Arkansas will accept federal aid for rural 
(H.B. 507) 

Both the House and Senate memorialized 
Congress in behalf of federal aid for li- 
braries. (H.C.R. 1 and S.C.R. 2) 


library service. 


CALIFORNIA 
Miscellaneous 
Chapter 291 relates to the definition of 
“trustees” and “library districts.” Chapter 
368 defines the authority vested by law in 
public library trustees. 


County Libraries 

Chapter 395 and Chapter 366 pertain to 
the school library—county library set-up. 
Chapter 225 permits county libraries to fur- 
nish service to charitable, detention, and 
penal institutions. Chapter 234 relates to 
the power of municipalities to withdraw 
from county library systems. Chapter 545 
relates to the compensation of county li- 
brarians. 


Law Libraries 
Chapter 186 describes the county boards of 
law library trustees. 


CONNECTICUT 

Contract Service 

By virtue of Chapter 221 directors or 
trustees of any free public library are em 
powered to contract for library service with 
any town, city, borough, fire district or school 
district. The latter are authorized to make 
appropriations for the expense of such service 
by Chapter 99. 
Certification 

Chapter 224 authorizes the state public 


library committee to grant certificates to pub- 
lic librarians. 
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Miscellaneous 


The present members of the state public 
library committee were appointed by Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 108. The state li- 
brarian is directed to procure a portrait of 
Governor Baldwin for Memorial Hall by 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 109. Special 
Act 442 provides for an appropriation of four 
hundred dollars to the state librarian for the 
purpose of examination of paper to be ap- 
proved by the examiner of public records for 
the recording of official records. Special Act 
241 provides for voting by mail in the Pequot 
Library Association, Southport. Special Act 
56 authorizes the trustees of the Bridgeport 
Public Library to operate the reading room 
and Klein Memorial. Special Act 513 in- 
corporates the Beardsley Whiting Memorial 
Library of Winsted. 


ILLINOIS 
Documents 


S.B. 425 permits county and municipal 
authorities to transfer official papers and 
documents or accurate copies thereof to cer- 
tain state agencies including the Archives 
Division of the Illinois State Library or to 
local incorporated historical societies. 


State Library 


S.B. 426 was passed as the State Library 
Act. It sets up regional library districts and 
provides for district librarians who will con- 
stitute the state library advisory committee 
to replace the orthodox but nonoperative 
state library commission. This law defines 
the duties of the state library in broad terms 
and authorizes the secretary of state to co- 
operate with any federal aid program. 


Village Libraries 

H.B. 941 permits villages to use available 
or donated premises for the establishment of 
free public libraries. A library commission 
of three members appointed by the village 
trustees is to administer the library, but no 
additional taxes can be levied to administer 
this law. 

INDIANA 

County Law 


H.B. 120 amends the county library law 
and permits a remonstrance against the peti- 


tion for a county library tax. It also pro- 
vides that an established library may extend 
service to any county, and that county library 
board members be appointed within ten days 
after the county library tax is levied. Ac- 
cording to the previous law the library board 
could not be appointed until a year later after 
the tax levy had been collected. 


Gifts 


H.B. 399 makes it possible for the state 
library to receive gifts and bequests of per- 
sonal and real benefit for its use or mainte- 
nance. It also makes it possible for the state 
library to administer such gifts, so that they 
do not have to be covered into the general 
fund of the state. 


Iowa 

State Library 
House File 174 abolishes the state library, 

the state historical, memorial, and the state 
library commission, and establishes in their 
place (1) the Iowa State Traveling Library, 
(2) the Iowa State Memorial Museum of 
Art and History, (3) the Iowa State Law 
Library, and (4) the Iowa State Medical 
Library. These libraries are to be under 
the control of a board of trustees consisting 
of the governor, a member of the supreme 
court, and the superintendent of public in- 
struction. Section 4 authorizes the board of 
trustees to cooperate with any federal aid 
plan. 

KANSAS 
County Law Libraries 


County law libraries received attention in 
Chapter 40, Laws, Special Session, 1938, and 
Chapter 163, 1939 Session. 


Library Funds 


Chapter 135 relates to the transfer of 
certain surplus funds derived from the sale 
of bonds for the purpose of paying for the 
erection of a public library building to the 
library fund of such city. 


Obsolete Documents 


Chapter 307 pertains to the disposal of 
certain obsolete papers and documents in the 
state capitol building. The state librarian is 
given an opportunity to select and keep any 
session laws or statute books. 








<— een 


‘| 
i 
i 
: 
: 
i} 


Rem 




















630 AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


Taxes 

Chapter 321 limits cities between 90,000 
and 115,000 population to a library levy of 
.50 mill. Chapter 322 limits cities of third 
class to a library levy of .75 mill. 


Equipment 
Chapter 24 provides a special appropriation 
of $1100 for equipment in the state library. 


Historical Society 
Chapter 303 designates the offices and sal- 
aries in the state historical society. 


Printing Expenses 

Chapter 20 appropriates for printing pur 
poses for the state library $2750 in 1940 
and $2850 for 1941; for the traveling library 
$1000 in 1940 and a like amount in 1941. 


MAINE 

Miscellaneous 

Chapter 56 of Public Laws, 1939, in- 
creased payment by York County treasurer 
to York County Law Library from $750 to 
$1250. Chapter 98 of Private and Special 
Laws, 1939, merely continues provisions of 
1937 Laws in regard to state aid to libraries. 
Chapter 84 of the Resolves provides for pur- 
chase of 100 copies of A History of Educa- 
tion in Maine. 


MARYLAND 
Federal Aid 


S.B. 351 accepts the provisions of the fed- 
eral aid to education act when the same is 
enacted. 


Mis. ellaneous 


H.B. 233 authorizes the county commis 
sioners to appropriate certain sums annually 
to the public library of Anne Arundel County 
and Annapolis, and the public library of 
Glen Burnie. S.B. 304 authorizes the county 
commissioners of Washington County and 
the mayor and council of Hagerstown to ap- 
propriate additional sums for the use of the 
Washington County Free Library. H.B. 378 
authorizes the county commissioners to 
levy a tax for the construction, maintenance 
and operation of a library to be known as 
the Bethesda Public Library Association, 
Inc. 


Law Librarian 


S.B. 393 provides for the appointment of a 
law librarian in the state library. 


MICHIGAN 
Funds 
H.B. 156 makes the proceeds of fines for 
the breach of penal laws available for the 
support of public libraries. 


MIssourRI 
Legislative Library 
H.B. 412 establishes a permanent Com- 
mittee on Legislative Quarters and Library, 
and repeals earlier statute on “the library 
of the general assembly.” 


MONTANA 
Re gio nal Serz ice 
H.B. 320 permits two or more counties by 
actions of their boards of county commission- 
ers to set up joint county or regional library 
service. 
NEBRASKA 
Legislative Reference Bureau 
Following the governor’s recommendation, 
Legislative Bill No. 326 was enacted which 
consolidates the legislative reference bureau 
and the legislative council by abolishing the 
former and redefining the work of the latter. 


New Mexico 
Federal Aid 


S.B. 211 accepts federal aid 
S.B. 136, the state library extension service 


program. 


is designated as agency to accept federal 
aid. 


Miscella neous 


H.B. 32 authorizes the board of trustees 
of the state law library to trade, barter, and 
exchange books and periodicals which are 
property of and under the control of the 
state law library. H.B. 291 appropriates 
$20,000 for the purchase of the Van de Velde 
collection of Mexico and New Mexico items. 


New YORK 
Funds 


By constitutional amendment the revenue 
derived from the capital of the common 
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school fund, the capital of the literature fund, 
and the capital of the United States deposit 
shall be applied to the support of common 
schools and libraries. (Const. Art. 11, Sec. 
3.) 


Miscellaneous 


Chapter 858, Laws of 1939, alters the ap- 
portionment and payment of moneys for the 
compensation of librarians of certain court 
libraries. Chapter 27, Laws of 1939, amends 
certain details of the education law, in rela- 
tion to the supreme court library at Platts- 
burg. Chapter 552, laws of 1939, permits 
the issuance of bonds for the erection of a 
library building and for the purchase or con- 
demnation of a site for the same. Chapter 
51 repeals section 10 of an act to incorporate 
the trustees of the Wadsworth library, and 
adds that nothing contained in the act shall 
be deemed to affect the individual liability 
of the trustees for debts lawfully contracted 
and unpaid. Chapter 145 authorizes the 
distribution of one copy of session laws to 
each public law library in the state. 


Hyde Park 


Chapter 483 grants the consent of the state 
of New York to the occupation by the United 
States for the establishment and maintenance 
of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, and 
for the other governmental functions of cer- 
tain lands at Hyde Park, Dutchess County. 


NortH CAROLINA 
Miscellaneous 


H.B. 752 relates to the continuation of the 
Charlotte Carnegie Public Library and the 
details of its administration. H.B. 586 pro- 
vides a special tax levy for Mecklenburg 
County for the maintenance and support of 
public libraries. S.B. 482 provides a special 
annual tax levy for Gaston County for the 
maintenance and support of public libraries. 
H.B. 128 transfers the office of legislative 
reference librarian to the office of secretary 
of state. S.B. 14 requires the salary of the 
supreme court librarian to be fixed by the 
Supreme Court with the approval of the 
governor. H.B. 312 allows the textbook 
commission to levy, sell, or rent library books 
to be placed in the public schools of the 
state. S.B. 373 relates to the distribution of 


state laws, journals and other public docu- 
ments to the libraries of Wake Forest and 
Davidson colleges. §.B. 114 provides for 
supplying the Library of Congress with 
copies of session laws and other state publi- 
cations. H.B. 873 permits the town of Wil- 
son and Wilson County to appropriate addi- 
tional funds for the establishment of a free 
public library. H.B. 872 relates to the trus- 
tees of this library. 


Nova Scotia 

Regional Service 

Chapter 62 permits cities to contract for 
regional library service and provides that a 
regional library be operated by a district li- 
brary board. This law also authorizes the 
governor in council to support any regional 
library from the consolidated revenue fund 
not in excess of one-third the amount con- 
tributed by the participating cities. 


OKLAHOMA 
Federal Aid 


S.B. 234 allows Oklahoma to accept fed- 
eral aid. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
State Aid 


H.B. 1252 appropriated $40,900 as state 
aid for public libraries. 


OREGON 
State Library 
Chapter 180 authorizes trustees of state 
library to receive gifts and provides for the 
administration of such gifts. 


Surplus Material 


Chapter 286 provides for the sale and dis 
posal by the librarian of the Oregon Supreme 
Court Library of surplus sets of Oregon 
codes and session laws. 


Federal Aid 
Chapter 449 accepts federal aid. 


SASKATCHEWAN 
Pensions 
Chapter 36 amends the Public Libraries 


Act to allow libraries to provide a gratuity 
or retiring allowance to employes on re 
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tirement and to establish a pension fund for 
employes. 


‘TENNESSEE 
Federal Aid 
Chapter 172 accepts federal aid. 


Funds 


Chapter 30, the general appropriation bill, 
includes for the biennium 1939-41 
of libraries in department of education 
$10,000 ; to match federal aid $20,000; school 
libraries $120,000. Chapter 16 sets up a free 
textbook fund of $325,000. 


division 


TEXAS 
State Library 


House Resolution No. 306 and Senate Res- 
olution No. 94 approved movement spon- 
sored by Texas Woman’s Press Association 
for a $1,000,000 building fund for a new 
home for the Texas State Library. 


VERMONT 
Federal Aid 


Act No. 86 accepts federal aid for educa 
tion including libraries. 


WASHINGTON 
Funds 


S.B. 135 (ch. 108) permits the trustees of 
any school district public library to submit 
proposition of special levy of two mills for 
library purposes to the voters. 


West VIRGINIA 

Federal Aid 

S.B. 38 accepts federal aid. 
Regional Libraries 

S.B. 39 relates to the establishment and 
maintenance of regional libraries. 

WISCONSIN 

Library School 


Chapter 120 transfers the Wisconsin 
School of Library Science from the free li- 
brary commission to the state university. 


Miscellaneous 


Chapter 36 relates to the preparation of 
the Wisconsin Blue Book by the legislative 
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reference library. Chapter 131 enlarges the 
power of municipalities to purchase or ac- 
quire library sites and buildings. 


PART Ill 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION AND PLANS 


ALABAMA 

State Aid 
The special 1939 session which convened 

July 18 is considering a bill calling for an 
appropriation of $45,000 annually for state 
aid and for the new public library service 
division. 

ARKANSAS 


Library Commission 


S.B. 484 authorizing the transfer of the 
duties of the library commission to the de- 
partment of education was defeated in the 
Senate. S.B. 5 providing that the mem- 
bership of the library commission be com- 
posed of one representative from 
congressional district was withdrawn. 


each 


State Publications 


H.B. 633 to establish state depository li 
braries for state publications was defeated 
in the House. 


CALIFORNIA 
Certification 
Assembly Bill No. 1368 provided for the 
certification of librarians. 


Federal Aid 
Assembly Bill No. 1433 authorized the 


governor to accept federal aid for library 
service. 


Miscellaneous 


Assembly Bill No. 2403 related to the 
Huntington Library. 


CoLoRADO 


Certification 


A bill sponsored by the Colorado Feder- 
ation of Women’s Clubs provided for the 
certification of librarians by the state board 
of education and set up a board of library 
advisers to assist the superintendent of pub 
lic instruction. 
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State Library Board 


The Colorado Library Association and the 
Colorado Library Planning Committee joint- 
ly sponsored a comprehensive bill which 
called for a state library board as a division 
of the department of education, provided for 
the consolidation of existing public library 
laws, permitted the establishment of regional 
libraries and set up a certification procedure. 


CONNECTICUT 

Miscellaneous 

Bills which were introduced but did not 
pass related to the duplication of public rec- 
ords (H.B. 891); purchase of additional 
grounds for the state library (H.B. 1059) ; 
publication of certain state records (H.B. 
1083) ; certification bill (H.B. 1552) ; public 
library committee interest in school libraries 
(H.B. 1553); altering the membership of 
the public library committee (H.B. 1554); 
and several contract service bills (S.B. 687, 
690, 691, and 692). 


FLORIDA 
Archives and History 
A bill was introduced in and unanimously 
passed by the Senate to create a state depart- 
ment of archives and history and place the 


operatives of this department under the state 
library board. 


Federal Aid 


Acceptance of federal aid to libraries was 
proposed but never came to a vote. 


IDAHO 
State Library Commission 


The Idaho State Library Association spon- 
sored H.B. 214 which called for a transfer 
of the powers, duties and responsibilities of 
the state library commission to the state 
board of education and board of regents of 
the University of Idaho. S.B. 56 provided 
for the establishment of public library main- 
tenance districts as corporate bodies. It was 
neither sponsored nor supported by the state 
library association. 


ILLINOIS 
Miscellaneous 


S.B. 202 authorized villages of 1000 popu- 
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lation or less to levy a three mill tax for 
the maintenance and operation of free public 
libraries and gymnasiums. §.B. 242 required 
detailed personnel records of all nonelected 
state employes to be made public. S.B. 442 
(H.B. 1003) defined the authority of the 
board of directors of public libraries to erect, 
repair, remodel or improve, etc., library 
buildings. H.B. 218 related to the duty of 
custodians of public moneys to file and 
publish statements of the receipts and dis- 
bursements thereof. H.B. 248 contained a 
provision appropriating $250,000 for filing 
equipment for the state archives building. 
H.B. 370 pertained to the state civil service 
regulations and forbade application forms 
requiring or allowing photographs of appli- 
cants except in certain cases. H.B. 435 pro- 
hibited municipalities from expending public 
funds for association membership of munici- 
palities or officials thereof. H.B. 626 pro- 
posed a retirement and benefit program for 
the employes of municipalities. H.B. 730 
called for the exemption of the employes of 
the state library from the provisions of the 
civil service law. H.B. 746 providing for a 
state employes’ annuity and benefit fund 
was vetoed by the governor. H.B. 845 
modifying procedure by which voters peti- 
tion for the establishment of a free public 
library. H.B. 846 modifying procedure by 
which library boards borrow funds for the 
erection or improvement of library build- 
ings and the purchase of library sites. H.B. 
847 modifying procedure of establishing pub- 
lic county library systems. 


State Aid 


H.B. 951 was passed without opposition 
in the House and Senate but was vetoed by 
the governor. It provided for an appropri- 
ation of $415,000 for state aid to public li- 
braries; $300,000 was to have been used for 
the purchase of books and_ periodicals; 
$100,000 was set aside for rural library 
service; and $15,000 was planned to care for 
the costs of administration. 


INDIANA 
Pension Plan 


S.B. 24, concerning the powers of library 
boards to establish retirement funds for thejr 
employes, passed both House and Senate, 
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but failed to receive the signature of the 
governor and thus did not become a law. 


Certification 

H.B. 65, creating a library certification 
board failed to pass the Senate after receiv- 
ing favorable action in the House. 

Both of the above bills were sponsored by 
the Indiana Library Trustees Association 
and the Indiana Library Association. 


Iowa 

Contract Service 

House File 137 provided that a contract 
service be made possible in communities 
where there is a public library and where 
proximity to high schools would make it 
possible to combine the functions of public 
and school libraries. 


Funds 

Senate File 156 amended the library fund 
law to permit an increase in the library levy 
from 1.25 mills to 1.50 mills. 


Certification 

Senate File 155 related to the certification 
of librarians. 

Under the leadership of the library com- 
mission and the Iowa Library Association a 
regional library law was drafted and publi- 
cized but not introduced. 


MAINE 
Funds 


Four bills providing for the purchase of 
certain local publications by the state li- 
brarian did not pass. 


MICHIGAN 
State Aid 


S.B. 224 suspending the appropriation of 
$500,000 per annum for two years for state 
aid to libraries did not pass. However state 
aid was eliminated by the House Ways and 
Means Committee. 


MINNESOTA 
State Aid and Certification 


One bill called for an appropriation of 
$85,000 for the biennium, 1939-40, for dis- 
tribution to library 


counties for service. 
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Another legislative proposal related to cer- 
tification of librarians. Both bills failed of 
passage. 
Mssouri 

Certification 

S.B. 23 provided for a new library com- 
mission set-up and established a library cer- 
tification board. 


Miscellaneous 

H.B. 492 provided for the creation of the 
O. O. McIntyre Library Memorial Com- 
mission. 

MONTANA 

The past year has seen the Montana State 
Library Association promote and publicize a 
five-point library program leading to state- 
wide library service. This program included 
(1) an adequate appropriation for the state 
library extension commission, (2) state aid 
for county and regional libraries and the 
utilization of federal aid, (3) a regional li- 
brary law, (4) a certification law, and (5) 
intensified cooperation among Montana li 
braries. 

The regional library bill was enacted. The 
balance of the program failed of passage. 


NEBRASKA 
Certification 
Legislative Bill 305 contained a library 
certification plan. It did not pass. 


New JERSEY 


S.B. 75. Permits county and municipal 
employes to have membership in the state 
employes’ retirement system by resolution 
of the governing body instead of by refer- 
endum. It did not pass. 


New York 
Resolutions 

Two resolutions were introduced but not 
adopted, urging the city of New York to es 
tablish libraries in certain districts. 

The following bills were introduced but 
did not pass: §.B. 151 provided an appro- 
priation of $2500 to supply deficiencies in the 
Court of Appeals Library at Syracuse. S.B. 


413 called for a distribution of one copy of 
the reports of the Court of Appeals, the ap- 
pellate division reports, and the miscellane 
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ous court reports to all public law libraries 
in the state. S.B. 1983 provided that trustees 
and employes of public libraries be made 
subject to the civil service law. Assembly 
Bill Nos. 803, 2182, called for an increase in 
salary from $1500 to $1800 for the librarian 
of the Supreme Court Library at Bingham- 
ton. 

The following bills were vetoed: $.B. 2733 
and 2838 called for the establishment of a 
county court library in Queens County. As- 
sembly Bill 2321 would increase the money 
available for the librarian’s salary in the 
Supreme Court Library at Watertown, from 
$600 to $1000 per annum. 


NortH CAROLINA 
State Aid 


A request for $300,000 annual state aid for 
libraries was not acted upon favorably. S.B. 
364 empowered the governor and council to 
allocate $50,000 each year to match or sup- 
plement funds for rural library extension 
coming from other sources. 


OKLAHOMA 
Certification 


H.B. 161 was an amendment to present 
certification law with purpose to include cer- 
tain librarians not already covered by cer- 
tification provisions. 


OREGON 
Certification 
H.B. 200 proposed a certification program. 
Regional Service 


H.B. 303 contained the plans of regional 
library service. 


TEXAS 
S.B. 227 (H.B. 308) embodied a compre- 
hensive library program including a Texas 
Library and Historical Commission, a divi- 
sion of public libraries in the Texas State 
Library, state aid to free public libraries, a 
state board of library examiners for the cer- 
tification of public librarians, and provided 
for combined county and school library serv- 
ice: 
UTAH 


County Libraries 


H.B. 213 set up boards of directors for 


county libraries, and permitted the division of 
county into library districts. (The Utah Li- 
brary Association opposed this bill.) 

The U.L.A. is interested in obtaining a 
law permitting counties to contract for serv- 
ice with existing city libraries. Another sug- 
gestion relates to the deposit of state 
publications in certain libraries. 


WASHINGTON 
Miscellaneous 


H.B. 257 which would create a state li- 
brary commission passed both houses but was 
vetoed by the governor. H.B. 483 required 
that certain employes of public libraries lo- 
cated in cities of the first class come under 
any existing civil service system in such cities. 
H.B. 582 would establish county law li- 
braries in fourth class counties. S.B. 430 
appropriated $5000 to set up a reserve li- 
brary room for the use of students of the 
extension department of the University of 
Washington. 


Federal Aid 


S.B. 174 provided for receipt of federal aid 
to education including libraries. 


PART IV 


AMENDMENTS TO THE AMERICAN LIBRARY 
LAWS 


The section of this report which ordinarily 
lists amendments to American Library Laws 
is omitted this year inasmuch as a Works 
Progress Administration project in Cleve- 
land is preparing a cumulative and up-to-date 
supplement to this volume. 


PART V 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR STATE AND PROVINCIAL 
LIBRARY AGENCIES 


ALABAMA 


The special 1939 session which convened 
July 18 is considering a bill calling for an 
appropriation of $45,000 annually for state 
aid and for the new public library service 
division. 

ARIZONA 


General appropriation bill, Chapter 88, 
provides $46,440 for department of library 
and archives. 
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ARKANSAS 


Act No. 234 renewed an appropriation of 
$100,000 for the 1939-41 biennium for aid 
to county and regional libraries and for the 
maintenance of the state library commission. 


British COLUMBIA 
Public library commission: 


1938-39, 
$18,500; 1939-40, $22,000. 


CALIFORNIA 


1937-38, $133,147; 1938-39, $141,486. 


COLORADO 


Library extension division of the depart- 
ment of education: 1938-39, $6560; 1939-40, 
$6940. 

A budget of $9122 was requested for 
1939-40. 

CoNnNECTICUT 


The state public library committee reports 
that there is little change in the appropri- 


ation for 1928-39. The sum _ allotted 
amounts to $6827. 
FLORIDA 


The annual appropriation of the state li- 
brary board was increased from $6700 to 
$10,000 a year. The salary of the secretary 
of the board, who is also state librarian, was 
increased from $3000 to $3600 a year. 

A sum of $10,000 was appropriated to 
move and enlarge threefold the quarters of 
the state library in the old House of Repre- 
sentatives Hall. 


GEORGIA 
July, 1937-June, 1938, $12,950; July, 1938- 
June, 1939, $11,550. 
IDAHO 


1937-38, $28,295; 1939 and 1940, $19,040. 


ILLINOIS 


1937-39, $205,914; 1939-41, $264,394. 


Iowa 


1937-38, $19,500 (Iowa State Library 


Commission) ; 1939-40, $33,060 (Iowa State 
Traveling Library). 
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KANSAS 
Kansas Traveling Library Commission: 
1937-38, $9500; 1938-39, $9500; 1939-40, 
$10,000; 1940-41, $10,000. 


State library: 1939-40, $21,680; 1940-41, 
$21,680. 


State historical society: 1939-40, $27,120; 
1940-41, $25,270. 


LOUISIANA 


1937, $47,244;* 


1938, 
$100,000.** 


$62,744;* 1939, 


MAINE 
1937-38, $38,898 ; 1938-39, $41,700. 


MINNESOTA 
1938, $26,156. 


MICHIGAN 
State board for libraries: 1939-40, $11,500; 
1940-41, $11,500. 


State library: 1939-40, $54,000; 1940-41, 
$54,000. 


MIssIssIPPI 


State Library Commission: 1938, $3750; 
1939, $4500. 


Missouri 
1937-38 (biennium), $28,570; 1939-40 (bi- 
ennium), $29,785. 
NEBRASKA 


According to Legislative Bill No. 521 the 
following appropriations were made for the 
biennium 1939-41: Legislative council, 
$go000; librarian and reference clerk, $7000; 
Supreme Court and state library, $73,483; 
public library commission, $33,680. 


NEVADA 
1939-41, $18,500 (approximately the same 
as previous biennium). 
New HAMPSHIRE 


1938-39, $14,605; 1939-40, $18,095; 
41, $18,495. 


1940- 


New JERSEY 
Public 


Library Commission: 1937-38, 


* Actual expenditures 


** Estimated expenditures 
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$51,395; 1938-39, $54,380; 1939-40, $50,615. 
State library: 1937-38, $29,140; 1938-39, 
$32,030; 1939-40, $31,105. 
New Mexico 
Totals for the state library and the library 
extension service: 1937, $10,222; 1938, 
$9650; 1939, $11,400. 
New York 
New York State Library and Bureau of 
Library Extension: 1939-40, $248,460. 
NortTH CAROLINA 
1937-38, $19,715; 1938-39, $19,954. 
NortH DAKOTA 
1937-39, $19,150. 


Nova Scoria 


1938-39, $6500. 


OHI0 
State library and state aid combined, 1939- 
40, $183,650. 
OKLAHOMA 
$23,160; 


1937, 1938, $29,865; 1939, 
$28,365; 1940, $25,715. 

OrREGON 
1937, $52,857; 1938, $52,857; 1939, 
$60,062. 


Ruope IsLanpD 
State library and state aid combined: 1937, 
$20,000; 1938, $19,400; 1939, $14,556. 


SoutH DAKOTA 


1937-38, $9150; 1938-39, $9150; 1939-40, 
$8000. 
‘TENNESSEE 
Division of rural school libraries: 1938-39, 


$15,668; division of library and archives: 
1938-39, $13,570. 


TEXAS 


1937, $2675; 1938, $6300; 1939, $6300. 


VERMONT 
1937-38, $21,002; 1938-39, $21,002. 
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VIRGINIA 

1937-38, $3750; 1938-39, $7690. 
WASHINGTON 

1939-41 (biennium) $30,000. 
WISCONSIN 

1937, $92,662; 1938, $83,200; 1939, 

$87,590. 


Members of this committee for 1938-39 
were: William E. Hannan, Eleanor Hitt, 
Dorothy F. Lucas, and Grace M. Sherwood. 

Oscar C. Orman, Chairman 


LisrAryY ADMINISTRATION 


This committee has had no meetings for 
conference and has functioned entirely by 
correspondence. Fortunately, there has been 
no pressing problem for which committee ac- 
tion was needed. 

One of the first questions proposed was 
revision of “Standards for Public Libraries” 
adopted in 1933 (4.L.A. Bulletin 27:513-14, 
November, 1933). Librarians approached 
differed so diametrically—some holding that 
“$1 per capita is not nearly high enough to 
ensure adequate service” as against others 
who said, “$1 per capita sets too unattaina- 
bly high a standard to be of any value”’— 
that the committee decided to delay attempts 
to change this until economic conditions seem 
more stable, in the meantime approving al- 
most unanimously the revisions, presented at 
the midwinter meeting, of the Classifications 
and Pay Plans for Municipal Public Li- 
braries, drafted by the Board on Salaries, 
Staff, and Tenure. 

The chairman and Marguerite L. Gates 
were the committee’s representatives at the 
midwinter meeting with the salaries board. 
They presented the committee’s resolution of 
approval of the Plans, and joined with rep- 
resentatives of the Library Revenues Com- 
mittee and the salaries board in formulating 
and adopting the resolution to the Council 
approving the board’s Plans and standards 
and recommending that “before these stand- 
ards be revised or elaborated an intensive 
study be made in order to obtain the sound- 
est results, based on precise and objective 
data.” 

The committee also acted during the 
spring to aid the study on evaluation of 
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W.P.A. library problems, six members of 
the committee submitting suggestions of 
topics to be studied based on his or her per- 
sonal experience with such projects. 

To fill out the record we must report that 
the chairman composed ex officio one of the 
several introductory statements designed like 
capsules to make palatable as well as bene- 
ficial the mass of 1938 statistics extracted 
from individual library reports and pre- 
sented in the 4.L.4. Bulletin, April, 1939. 

We leave for the study of the incoming 
Committee on Administration three prob- 
lems which we have not solved: What shall 
we do about puzzle contests which vie with 
school projects for first prize in book rid- 
dling? What legal protection can libraries 
obtain from delinquent patrons deliberately 
retaining borrowed books or obtaining them 
under fake signatures? Shall we recommend 
raising or lowering our 1933 library income 
standard of $1 per capita? 

Members of the committee were: George 
C. Allez, Emma V. Baldwin, Flora M. Case, 
Marguerite L. Gates, Herman H. Henkle, 
Wharton Miller, Louis F. Ranlett, John S. 
Richards, and Sabra W. Vought. 

Members of the Subcommittee to Study 
the Use of Tabulating Machines in Libra- 
ries included: Ralph Halstead Parker, chair- 
man, William C. Haygood, Frank N. Jones, 
Errett W. McDiarmid, Jr., Robert A. Mil- 
ler, and Blanch L. Unterkircher. 

WituiaM J. Hamitton, Chairman 


LiprRARyY ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING 
PLANNING 


During the past two years members of the 
committee have given considerable attention 
to the production of two books for which a 
pressing need persists. Small Public Li- 
brary Buildings by the chairman was pub- 
lished in March and College and University 
Library Buildings, By Edna Hanley, in June. 

The committee has also assumed responsi- 
bility for a study on “Library Lighting.” A 
continuing activity of the committee is the 
extensive correspondence carried on with li- 
brarians about planning new buildings, re- 
modeling old ones, the problem of sites, im- 
provement in sound control, and air condi- 
tioning. 


At the midwinter and San Francisco meet- 
ings, the committee gave such consultation 
service as need evidenced. 

The committee members were: Alfred 
Morton Githens, Wilmer Lee Hall, Edna 
Ruth Hanley, Thure H. Lindberg, William 
M. Randall, Winifred Riggs, and Carl Vitz. 

JoHN Apams Lowe, Chairman 


LiBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE AND A.L.A. 
(Joint Committee) 


The Joint Committee of A.L.A. and 
L.B.I. will this October complete five years 
of work. As its present chairman and one 
other member have served in that capacity 
since the beginning, they will retire under 
the constitutional five-year limit for com- 
mittee members. This report should there- 
fore be a review of committee activities on 
behalf of the A.L.A. membership. 

Judging from the many letters received 
by the committee from librarians to whom 
it has given direct service, the work has 
proved valuable beyond our expectations 
when we began. In all its existence, the 
committee has not received a single letter 
complaining of its work or services. In 
spite of the many complicated and delicate 
situations which have had to be dealt with, 
not one binder has made a complaint against 
the manner in which the committee’s Certifi 
cation Plan has been carried out. 

The activities of the joint committee were 
described by its secretary, Louis N. Feipel, 
in his published report as chairman of the 
A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee last year; 
it is therefore unnecessary to repeat details. 
Any library in any part of the country can 
now, if it wishes, obtain good quality bind- 
ing, produced under decent working condi- 
tions, sold honestly at a reasonable price. 
A close study of library methods in buying 
binding and of the actual conditions in the 
binding industry will, it is believed, show 
that the present satisfactory situation is in 
large measure the direct result of the joint 
committee’s service plan. 


A librarian can 
now obtain: aid in selecting a competent 
and responsible bindery by using the infor- 
mation available to the committee and the 
list of certified binderies; help in preparing 
contracts and making binding arrangements; 
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a check on quality, at any time, through the 
free examination service; reasonable stabil- 
ity in budgeting appropriations; protection 
against overcharges; protection against fraud 
and misrepresentation; unbiased information 
as to the merits of new methods and ma- 
terials; constructive help in meeting political 
or commercial pressure in attempts to force 
the buying of poor binding. These practical 
services are being used by more librarians 
each year and their use will doubtless in- 
crease as they become more widely known. 
In most instances, the users of these serv- 
ices could not have obtained the desired 
results without them, except at prohibitive 
cost. Further, it is believed that without 
these services, conditions in the library bind- 
ing field would have been such as to make 
it dificult for many libraries to obtain satis- 
factory and economical binding. 

All of the committee’s services to librar- 
ians have been free. We believe they have 
added substantially to the value of A.L.A. 
membership. 

In evaluating the work of the joint com- 
mittee, consideration should be given to 
three questions: 

First, what service should A.L.A. give its 
members in relation to binding? 

Second, could the results accomplished by 
the joint committee have been bettered 
through some other medium? 

Third, have any dangers or disadvantages 
in having a joint committee been revealed? 

The A.L.A. endeavors to give its mem- 
bers as much service as it can in every field. 
Certainly since the establishment, years ago, 
of the Bookbinding Committee as a stand- 
ing committee, A.L.A. has taken the position 
that it should give service on binding mat- 
ters. In its prescribed functions, the Book- 
binding Committee is “to act in an advisory 
capacity . . . on any matters pertaining to 
reading” and “to confer with existing or- 
ganizations of library binders regarding 
methods and standards of binding.” It was 
never decided that service on binding should 
be limited to answering elementary ques- 
tions in a routine manner. The only limita- 
tions on service of any committee are the 
willingness of committee personnel to work, 
the expense, amount of extra labor for the 
headquarters’ staff and possibility of trouble- 


some problems for the Executive Board. 
With respect to these limitations, the service 
of A.L.A. on binding has entailed negligible 
expense and work for A.L.A. Headquarters 
and caused no problem of any importance. 

Problems involved in the other fields of 
products and services bought by libraries, 
and many additional problems, are encoun- 
tered in the case of library binding. ‘This 
was recognized by the Executive Board in 
1934 when it established the joint committee. 
The board saw the possibilities of practical 
cooperation in providing a continuous and 
really effective medium for carrying out the 
Bookbinding Committee’s function of con- 
ferring with binders. The purposes of the 
joint committee, as set forth by the Execu- 
tive Board, are: “To encourage and, if 
possible, to insure the widespread acceptance 
and adoption by libraries and binders of the 
specifications . . . and to facilitate discussion 
and solution of problems of common interest 
to binders and libraries.” The joint com- 
mittee has followed these instructions to the 
best of its ability and has tried to take full 
advantage of the possibilities for coopera- 
tion in order to obtain “solution” rather 
than mere “discussion” of problems. 

The reasons for this are not only im- 
portant for every library which buys binding 
service, but they would seem also to have 
decided bearing on the activities of the 
A.L.A. in other fields. The Executive Board 
was aware of the general situation and its 
assignment to the joint committee was di- 
rect. The key words of the assignment 
were significant: “encourage,” “insure,” “fa- 
cilitate discussion,” and “solution.” The 
joint committee accepted these words as 
specific instructions. The medium of a joint 
committee proved that it could facilitate 
discussion which had been hardly possible 
before. This form of discussion developed 
the program which facilitated solutions. 
Some of the problems which demanded solu- 
tion, in accordance with the joint committee’s 
assignment, and some of the more serious 
conditions which had confronted the A.L.A. 
Bookbinding Committee for years were: 

A. A widespread lack of knowledge of 
good binding and of the practical value of 
specifications in buying binding. It seemed 
dificult to reach librarians, and simple pub- 
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lication of specifications was not enough. 
While some experienced librarians and bind- 
ing supervisors began to use specifications, 
progress was very slow. The available 
means were inadequate for “encouraging” 
the acceptance of specifications by libraries 
and binders, and means did not exist at all 
for “insuring” such acceptance. 

B. The number of competent binderies 
was limited and there was a growing num- 
ber of would-be library binders springing 
up, started by people from other fields. 
Many libraries were not located near good 
binderies. Where local binderies without 
experience started up, they sometimes used 
political pressure to force the libraries to 
give them work and some librarians did not 
know how to meet the situation. 

C. In some parts of the country where 
good binders were available, prices for good 
work were high. But where libraries were 
indifferent to quality, competitive pressure 
from incompetent and irresponsible binders 
brought prices down to the point at which 
neither good materials nor workmanship 
could be given nor decent labor conditions 
maintained. The low-grade binderies had 
no incentive for improving quality, since they 
got work at low prices. Even the better 
binderies began to lose their incentives as 
competition increased and most libraries 
were not aware of the importance of quality 
or how to get it. 

D. There was no way of reaching most of 
the binderies to educate them to produce 
better work. Only a few of the leaders 
were members of a small group of the Em- 
ploying Bookbinders of America. The 
A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee cooperated 
with a committee of this group but the work 
could not be continuous and the members 
of the group had no means of influencing 
the other binderies. The A.L.A. Bookbind- 
ing Committee could exercise no direct 
power on those binderies. Under these con- 
ditions activity was spasmodic and not 
continuous; no real program could be de- 
veloped, and no means of encouraging either 
the libraries or the binders to 
better binding were available. 

The joint committee was started at the 
time when certain conditions became more 
propitious. The A.L.A. representatives on 
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the joint committee, who were also members 
of the A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee, were 
able to take advantage of the situation to 
do things which the Bookbinding Committee 
could not do before. 

The library binders formed a strong 
organization through which the joint com- 
mittee could work. The whole-hearted co- 
operation of the majority of the industry 
was quickly gained. What the government 
could not do by coercion and what the 
Bookbinding Committee could not do was 
achieved because through the medium of a 
really representative joint committee, the 
binders were able to feel that they were 
participating equally and democratically in 
a betterment program. ‘There developed a 
medium by which the binders could police 
and discipline themselves, under the guid- 
ance of the joint committee. 

The organization of the Library Binding 
Institute and its cooperation made avail- 
able the necessary funds for a cooperative 
program. Practically the entire L.B.I. 
budget is allocated to activities directly in- 
volved in the joint committee’s work. The 
organization of the joint committee and the 
available funds made possible a continuous 
program with definite objectives and pro- 
gressive steps. 

It is important to note that without the 
organization of L.B.I., nothing like a pro- 
gram to carry out the desired tasks could 
have been possible. It is equally true that 
if the joint committee’s program had not 
gotten off to a good working start in Febru- 
ary, 1935, there would have been no sound 
basis on which to organize L.B.I. in June 
and it probably would not have been or- 
ganized. 

The joint committee approached its prob- 
lems realistically. It studied and discussed 
them until reasonable solutions were found 
to which both elements could and did sub- 
scribe in good faith. 

In order to overcome the conditions which 
hindered the acceptance of the specifications, 
the joint committee undertook the follow- 
ing activities: 

a. Thousands of copies of the specifica- 
tions were distributed through state library 
associations, library schools, A.L.A. meetings 
and direct to individuals. 
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b. Explanations and news of the specifica- 
tions, as well as encouragement to use them, 
and articles on related matters were pub- 
lished regularly in the Library Journal. 
There has been some material on binding 
in every issue (usually a full page) and, 
with few exceptions, it has dealt with the 
work of the joint committee. Reprints of 
these articles have been widely distributed. 

c. Round tables for discussion, booths for 
display and consultation facilities were pro- 
vided at a number of A.L.A. meetings. At 
the New York meeting nearly a hundred 
members of A.L.A. were present at a lunch- 
eon round table. 

d. In order to explain and demonstrate 
the meaning of the specifications, an exhibit 
of good binding was designed and constructed 
by members of the joint committee. It was 
displayed at library meetings and library 
schools. 

e. As a further means of visualizing the 
production of Class “A” binding and the 
clauses of the specifications, a two-reel film, 
Long Live the Book, was prepared (incor- 
porating parts of a film made by Western 
Reserve University School of Library Sci- 
ence). This has been made available to 
library associations and library schools. 

f. The committee has had in preparation 
a “Manual of Library Binding” to be used 
as a working tool in the buying of binding, 
as a reference book and possibly as a text in 
library school courses. This project has 
taken longer than expected because of the 
necessary pioneer work in settling on a 
sound terminology, which has not existed in 
this field. 





The task of “insuring” the use of the 
specifications was necessarily more difficult 
than that of mere encouragement; but en- 
couragement alone could not have had last- 
ing benefits. In order to make any real 
progress under such conditions as existed in 
library binding, it was necessary to use prac- 
tical measures to “peg down” or stabilize the 
results at each step, so that there would be 
no slipping back. There has been no at- 
tempt by the committee to accomplish re- 
sults overnight. Every part of the program 
has been carefully planned and considered 
in advance and every step was taken experi- 
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mentally and cautiously. No part of the 
program is theoretical and everything under- 
taken has been based on conditions as they 
are. 

The first fact to be considered is the un- 
fortunate one that the use of the specifica- 
tions does not always, of itself, mean that a 
library will get Class “A” binding. This 
absence of certainty has been found even in 
cases where bids were submitted on the 
basis of the specifications and legal contracts 
signed by the binder under bond. It has 
happened, for instance, on a good-sized con- 
tract, where a completely incompetent binder 
got the work on a low bid and could not 
do it; the only results were long contro- 
versy, threats of litigation, and ruined books. 
Specifying Class “A” binding is therefore 
only the first step in the purchase of binding; 
the joint committee felt that it should do 
everything possible to insure the safeguard- 
ing of all the steps in the use of the specifica- 
tions. These other steps are: selecting a 
bindery which can do Class “A” work; mak- 
ing sure that it really intends to do it; pay- 
ing a fair price so that there will be no 
reason for its resorting to inferior work; 
checking the work done. The purpose of 
the committee has been to eliminate the 
possible danger points. 

In attempting to insure the use of the 
specifications, the joint committee has been 
confronted with two inescapable conditions. 
First, there cannot, of course, be any com- 
pulsion on libraries to use the specifications ; 
use must be purely voluntary. Second, com- 
pulsory methods have proved a failure in 
getting an industry like library binding to 
do anything for very long; and no com- 
pulsory method can force anybody to do 
what is economically impossible. 

That is, it was necessary to educate as 
much of the industry as possible to realize 
that doing quality work would be best for 
it in the long run. It was further necessary 
to encourage those who wanted to do good 
work with the hope that a large proportion 
of their customers would be willing to pay 
a fair price for it. It was also necessary to 
offer some incentive in the way of recogni- 
tion of good work, and provide some way of 
protecting the customer in making sure that 
the work was really as represented. 
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The committee felt that education would 
be more effective than any attempt at com- 
pulsion, no matter how disguised. As in 
every other educational project, it was neces- 
sary to establish mutual good faith and mu- 
tual respect. The committee believed that 
if the libraries offered some expression of 
intention to deal fairly with the binders, the 
binders would reciprocate and cooperate. 
These principles and policies have turned 
out to be sound. 

The committee undertook the continuous 
study of the specifications and their revision 
whenever necessary. This includes making 
them as clear and as definite as possible 
without restricting the variation in methods 
of good binding, and also adding to them 
clauses covering new materials and methods 
when they are found to be satisfactory. 
This involves study, trial, and laboratory 
tests. The revision approved June, 1938, in- 
cludes new sections on definitions, on binding 
newspaper volumes, and on pyroxylin-filled 
fabrics. 

Tests have been made on almost all the 
brands of most of the materials used in 
library binding, in order to compile a list 
of materials which conform to the specifica- 
tions. In the meantime, information and 
advice are given to libraries and binders re- 
garding these materials, before the tests are 
completed. 

With the growing interest in quality bind 
ing standards among librarians, new prob- 
lems arose. Many of those who had 
previously bought at the lowest price began 
to realize the economy of good binding; but 
in the confusion of competitive claims and 
counterclaims, they did not know to whom 
to entrust their work as they did not know 
at what prices it was reasonably possible to 
do Class “A” binding. Cutthroat competi- 
tion has always been the greatest enemy of 
quality standards in any field. The problem 
of the committee was to try to transform 
cutthroat and irresponsible competition into 
competition on quality. 

The librarians’ question, “What is a rea- 
sonable price at which we may expect to get 
Class “A” binding?” was answered by a 
Guide of Fair Value. This represented a 
fair average based on the actual costs of 
Class “A” materials and the costs of labor 
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under equitable wage and hour conditions, 
with allowance for necessary overhead and 
just enough margin to keep the bindery going 
and ready to serve. Those binderies which 
found their costs too high were thus en- 
couraged to improve their efficiency; any 
bindery which could really produce at lower 
costs could continue to charge less. There 
never was anything in the plan to require 
any binder to charge Guide prices or any 
librarian to pay those prices; it simply gave 
the librarian a guide by which binding could 
be bought in such a way that the binder 
could afford to do good binding. ‘ The Guide 
not only helped the libraries out of confusion, 
but it served as a powerful stimulus to the 
binders because it was an expression of good 
faith and fairness from the librarians. 

Under the original arrangement for form- 
ing the joint committee, the task of en- 
couraging and insuring the use of the 
specifications by the binders was assigned to 
L.B.I. Since the adoption of the specifica- 
tions, L.B.I. has conducted a continuous 
program within its membership going far 
beyond mere encouragement. Explanatory 
and educational bulletins are issued fre- 
quently; the specifications are discussed at 
all meetings and a technical session on the 
subject is held at every annual convention. 
Free testing and research on materials are 
available to the members. 

The Pledge of Fair Dealing which every 
member of L.B.I. has to sign on joining has 
proved very useful in encouraging binders to 
use the specifications, since it includes pledges 
to maintain quality standards and not to 
resort to misrepresentation. The member- 
ship of L.B.I. is kept open, voluntary and 
unrestricted; any responsible library bindery 
can join. It is not required that a member 
do Class “A” binding if his customers do 
not want it but he must maintain the quality 
demanded and he must not call inferior work 
Class “A.” Violation of the Pledge makes a 
member liable to expulsion; thus, without 
compulsion, there is a very strong influence 
on every member to use the specifications 
when the customer asks for them. At the 


same time, making truthful representation 
rather than Class “A” binding a membership 
requisite, it was possible to open member- 
ship to new and old binderies which could 
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not do Class “A” work but which were sin- 
cerely desirous of learning and raising their 
workmanship up to standard. Some librar- 
ians have encouraged their local binders 
whose work was not satisfactory to join 
L.B.I. For the sake of insuring the wider 
use of the specifications and of raising the 
general level of quality, L.B.I. sacrificed the 
economic interests of its members and wid- 
ened competition. 

Membership in L.B.I., kept open in this 
way, left the question in the minds of li- 
brarians as to how they could know whether 
the binder to whom they wished to give 
work could meet the specifications. At the 
first meeting of the joint committee sug- 
gestions to meet this question came inde- 
pendently from the then chairman and 
another member of the A.L.A. Bookbinding 
Committee. The certification plan was very 
cautiously developed over a period of a year 
before it was put into effect and since then 
it has been kept on a provisional basis for 
observation and further development. Un- 
der this plan, only reliable and competent 
binders are certified. The examination of 
sample bindings is by a Board of Review 
consisting only of A.L.A. representatives; 
the ultimate decision as to certification of 
any applicant is entirely in the hands of the 
A.L.A. representatives on the joint commit- 
tee. The plan makes it very easy for any 
librarian to select a bindery with as much 
assurance as is humanly possible. 

As a final link in the chain of insuring the 
use of the specifications it was felt that some 
means of checking quality was necessary. 
The joint committee therefore appointed a 
Subcommittee on Appraisal, consisting of the 
chairman of the joint committee and a mem- 
ber of the Board of Review, both of whom 
are practical experts on binding .but are 
A.L.A. representatives and not commercial 
binders. A free inspection service was thus 
made available to librarians and library trus- 
tees by which they could have the work of 
iny bindery examined and receive a detailed 
report. 

This service has proved effective not only 
as a check but also in settling controversies 
and ‘in enabling librarians to resist success- 
fully political pressure to use incompetent 
binders. 
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In carrying out the Executive Board's as- 
signment to “facilitate discussion and solu- 
tion of problems of common interest to 
binders and libraries,” the joint committee's 
organization and methods have fully justi- 
fied themselves, as is indicated by the above 
report on the solution of difficult problems 
connected with binding quality. 

The existence of a continuously function- 
ing joint committee has made possible the 
above program which would otherwise not 
have been possible. The only alternative to 
a joint committee would be the attempt of 
the A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee to deal 
directly with the binders, which would be 
wholly ineffective; or to maintain vague co- 
operation and irregular contacts with L.B.I. 
Headquarters, which would be inadequate 
for carrying out any program. 

The joint committee, with equal and small 
representation of A.L.A. and L.B.L., can 
function easily and quickly. It has held at 
least one meeting each year and at all times 
two A.L.A. representatives have been able 
to maintain immediate contact with each 
other and with L.B.I. Headquarters. There 
has been a representative of A.L.A. present, 
informally, at every convention of L.B.I. 
The chairmen of the joint and bookbinding 
committees have been kept fully and confi- 
dentially informed at all times of develop- 
ments in the binding industry. The A.L.A. 
has available for prompt use, a medium 
whereby any warning, proposal or sugges- 
tion can be presented to the majority of the 
binding industry either formally or without 
reference to its source. 

While the A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee 
has continued to function in advisory capaci 
ties to the A.L.A. membership, the joint 
committee has functioned in certain respects 
as a legislative and regulatory body on bind- 
ing. The equal representation of binders 
and librarians has assured the binders of a 
voice and an opportunity to be heard and 
present their views; so that the binders feel 
that they are democratically participating in 
making policies which govern them. But if 
the A.L.A. representatives had not gained 
the confidence and respect of the binders, 
the cooperative program would have been 
greatly restricted. 

In practice, the opinions of the majority 
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of the A.L.A. representatives prevail; they 
can veto any proposal. The various items 
in the joint committee’s program, and its 
regulations, have been accepted with whole- 
hearted cooperation by the members of 
L.B.I. The whole program of L.B.I. has, 
in fact, been built around the work of the 
joint committee. No industry policy has 
been put into effect by L.B.I. without the 
prior approval of the A.L.A. representatives 
on the joint committee. In ultimate effect, 
therefore, the industry, insofar as L.B.I. is 
concerned, has put itself into the hands of 
the A.L.A. representatives. 

While the A.L.A. representatives have 
this practical power, the actual policing and 
disciplining of the L.B.I. membership are 
carried on through their own organization. 
In practice, this relieves individual librarians 
and the A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee of 
possibly unpleasant chores. Any member of 
L.B.I., without direct action by any A.L.A. 
body or member, can be quickly made to stop 
any practice contrary to the interest of the 
libraries. The mere existence of the pledges, 
certification, and the necessary machinery, 
has made occasions for such disciplinary ac- 
tion infrequent. How valuable these ar- 
rangements are is emphasized by the 
impossibility of dealing with binders who are 
not members of L.B.I., even in cases of mis- 
representation or default on contract. 

The contributions of A.L.A. and L.B.I. 
to the work of the joint committee have been 
truly cooperative and mutually supplemen- 
tary. The A.L.A. representatives have con- 
tributed to the work of the committee the 
library viewpoint and much time and con- 
stant thought and effort. Through the 
Board of Review and the Subcommittee on 
Appraisal, A.L.A. has contributed valuable 
services essential to the safeguarding of qual- 
ity. In making its contribution, A.L.A. has 
been able to keep absolute control over the 
work at every vital point. 

As its contribution, L.B.I. has given the 
committee its functioning machinery able to 
translate discussion into action by a majority 
of the industry. It has provided its head- 
quarters’ facilities and the time and services 
of its staff without limitation to carry on 
all detailed work asked by the committee. 
It has made available to the A.L.A. Book- 
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binding Committee and the A.L.A. repre- 
sentatives on the joint committee its 
information files and its facilities for getting 
information. Its research associate serves 
the committee on any technical work that 
may be necessary. When any item in the 
joint committee’s program has required 
funds, these have been provided by L.B.I. 
within the limitations of its budget, with the 
exception of a small A.L.A. contribution for 
a special purpose. 

These resources could not have been avail- 
able or effectively utilized without a joint 
committee. 

The above review sums up the way in 
which the joint committee has taken its as 
signments from the Executive Board liter- 
ally and seriously, and used every means at 
its command to carry them out. The ques- 
tion remaining is whether the work of the 
committee has involved the A.L.A. admin- 
istration or A.L.A. members in any unde- 
sirable situations or anything which might 
be contrary to the best interests of the 
A.L.A. or the profession. The record of the 
joint committee shows not the slightest ex- 
ample of such situations or dangers. 

The question may be raised as to whether 
in dealing with the problems in its field, the 
joint committee may not be assuming too 
much responsibility. In its years of opera- 
tion, it has been found that while the A.L.A. 
representatives on the joint committee have 
the decisive power, they do not have to ac- 
cept any embarrassing responsibility. 

Another question which may be raised is 
whether it is proper for a professional as- 
sociation like A.L.A. to have a joint com- 
mittee with a trade association. The record 
of the joint committee has proved not only 
the propriety of such cooperation but also 
the necessity. As it is necessary for li- 
brarians and binders to cooperate in hun 
dreds of transactions a day, so is it also 
necessary for an impersonal medium to help 
librarians and binders on a _ nation-wide 
The joint committee has served in 
many ways in improving the standards of 
bindery performance in the individual tran- 
sactions. It has helped to prevent and settle 
cases of difficulty arising out of individual 
transactions. It is quite possible that a simi- 


scale. 


lar committee would be of material help to 
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the profession in other fields in which the 
library comes into relationship with business. 

A further question which might be asked 
is whether the work of the joint committee 
has resulted in any restriction on competi- 
tion or any tendency to fix or raise prices. 
There is not the slightest evidence of this 
nor is there any possibility. In fact, the 
very existence of the joint committee is the 
best protection for both the libraries and 
the binders against such developments. The 
Guide of Fair Value is directly the opposite 
of price fixing. It has served as a roof 
against unwarranted price increases. In 
fact, considering quality, service and im- 
provements in binding today, value per dollar 
is undoubtedly greater than ever before. 
Competition has increased; there are more 
binders and more of them can do good 
quality work. Competitive practices unfair 
to libraries have decreased. 

To the above review of the work of the 
joint committee’s first five years, the work 
of the committee’s past year may serve as 
an illustrative record. Progress has been 
made in every direction of the program and 
the gains have been consolidated. 

Among the more important projects of the 
year are: 

Formulation of standards for pre-library 
binding, urgently needed because of the 
growing use of pre-bound books. These 
standards, approved concurrently by the 
A.L.A. Book Buying Committee, were ac- 
cepted by A.L.A. and L.B.I. and put into 
effect. They have already had a salutary 
effect and the proportion of substandard pre- 
binding has substantially decreased. 

Codification of the regulations governing 
certification; their study for possible revision 
in connection with putting the certification 
plan on a formal basis. 

Completion of the first draft of the Glos- 
sary of Library-Binding Terms; its distri- 
bution to 300 librarians, binders, and others 
interested. Many suggestions have been re- 
ceived and are being incorporated. 

Questionnaire study by the secretary of 
the committee seeking opinions and sugges- 
tions on the work of the committee. The 
questionnaire sent to 52 representative li- 
brarians of the various types of libraries, 
who had used the committee's services or 


were familiar with its work, brought 35 
replies. All of these favored the program. 
A number of suggestions for developing the 
work were received from the librarians and 
also in reply to a similar questionnaire sent 
to L.B.I. members. 

The secretary of the committee contrib- 
uted an article entitled “Joint Committee 
Aids Libraries” to the April 1, 1939, issue 
of the Library Journal. 

Technical research and testing have been 
carried on in the following fields: New 
pyroxylin-filled fabrics; lettering; leather 
preservatives; new types of adhesives, and 
paper preservation. Research was started 
on the prevention of mildew, in cooperation 
with southern libraries which sent samples 
for identification and experiment. The ob- 
jective of this work is to find, if possible, 
some inexpensive and simple method or 
chemical, harmless to books, which can be 
used both by the binder and in the library to 
prevent mildew. 

During the past year, the committee’s 
services have been increasingly used and 
each month more librarians are added to the 
list of those who have received useful aid: 

Sixty-six volumes were reported on in the 
free examination service. These came from 
all kinds of libraries in all sections of the 
country. 

The film was shown 12 times to library 
schools and associations; 38 requests had to 
be denied because of conflict of date or 
because the requests were not from library 
schools or associations. Showings are lim- 
ited to such categories because there is only 
one print of the film. For this reason, re- 
grettably, requests from Canada and New 
Zealand could not be filled. 

A large number of sets of printed ma- 
terial on binding were sent free, on request, 
to three library schools for use by their 
students. 

Hundreds of copies of the specifications 
and of the instructions on using the exami- 
nation service were distributed. 

Although it is being replaced by the film, 
the exhibit of good binding is still available 
on request. One library school used it dur- 
ing the year. It was also shown last year 
at the Pittsburgh meeting of the Special 
Libraries Association. 
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At the 1938 annual meeting of the joint 
committee, held on November 14 and 15, 
the following were among the more im- 
portant actions taken and decisions reached 
in addition to those mentioned under “major 
projects” (complete minutes are on file at 
A.L.A. Headquarters) : 

A tentative list of materials conforming 
to the specifications is to be compiled, sub- 
mitted to all concerned (including manu- 
facturers and dealers), and then submitted 
to the committee for approval. 

Drafts for a lecture to accompany the 
film and for an explanatory leaflet for dis- 
tribution to audiences are to be prepared 
and submitted to the committee for con- 
sideration. 

A proposal submitted by the committee’s 
confidential agent (Pelham Barr, executive 
director, L.B.I.), for transferring the admin- 
istration of the certification plan to the 
A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee and A.L.A. 
Headquarters, was rejected. (In making 
its decision, the joint committee stressed es 
pecially the difficulties and expense which 
would be encountered in attempting to set 
up a special bureau at A.L.A. Headquarters 
to police the binding industry and the in- 
ability of the A.L.A. Bookbinding Committee 
to have the necessary disciplinary powers 
possessed by L.B.I.; your chairman reported 
that no complaint had been received about 
the administration of the plan since its in- 
ception; and the joint committee felt that 
the present administrative structure had 
proved satisfactory and workable, and that 
under it the A.L.A. had complete power 
over certification, with the minimum of re- 
sponsibility and work for its representatives, 
and no expense.) 

The possible effects of the federal Fair 
Labor Standards Act on bindery costs were 
considered. In view of the shortening of 
hours and higher wage rate for overtime, 
the committee was of the opinion that it is 
very desirable that librarians consult with 
their binderies and work out schedules that 
will help reduce seasonable peak loads of 
work. 

An outline of study on library binding and 
book conservation for possible use by library 
schools was scheduled for preparation and 
consideration. 

Some indication of the problems put to 
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the committee and the recognition of the 
value of the aid given, may be found in the 
quotations from letters received on cases 
during the past year (confidential matters 
are not included) : 

“I appreciate very much indeed your de- 
tailed letter, with the many practical sug- 
gestions on the means of safeguarding our 
bookbinding requisitions. I am sure that 
the protective clauses which you suggest will 
be helpful to us. The bindery which prac- 
tically ruined several professional maga- 
zines for us is a commercial bindery which 
apparently knows nothing whatsoever about 
library binding. If I encounter further 
difficulties when drawing up a requisition 
next year, I shall certainly take advantage 
of your kind offer of assistance.” (From a 
state education department) 

“We are forwarding three volumes which 
have just been bound in our bindery. We 
should be very grateful to you for any 
comments that the Subcommittee on Ap- 
praisal cares to make about them. The 
object of the inquiry is to determine the 
quality of the binder’s work in general. The 
bindery is supposed to follow at least the 
A.L.A.-L.B.I. minimum specifications for 
Class ‘A’ library binding.” (From a li- 
brary having its own bindery) 

“It is very difficult to apply the method 
of compulsory bidding to binding. At pres- 
ent we are still held under this form of 
bidding system, but the bids seem always 
to go to one binder who has so far done 
very inferior work. Any further help that 
you can give us will be very gratefully re- 
ceived.” (From a state college librarian) 

“Whatever we have accomplished to date 
is due largely to the report from your or- 
ganization on the specimens of the work of 
the bindery to which we are not obliged now 
to send any further volumes.” (From a col- 
lege librarian) 

“Many thanks for your letter and the 
accompanying report. I am very glad indeed 
to have the information it contains. I think 
that this is all the evidence we need to 
justify our criticism of the work of this 
bindery. I am happy to tell you that our 


purchasing department approved our requi- 
sition for work by a certified bindery. I 
hope that they will not raise the question 
again. 


If they do, I may have to ask for 
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more assistance. Will you please return 
the volumes as they are so that we can 
demonstrate the imperfections? Let me tell 
you again how grateful I am to you and to 
the other committee members.” (From a 
law librarian) 

“Thank you very much for allowing us 
to show the film. Our attendance was just 
under one-hundred. Many told me after- 
ward how much they enjoyed it and thought 
it a splendid thing. The comment by several 
school librarians was the desire that their 
superintendents might see such a film so 
they could have some idea of the amount of 
work and accuracy involved in rebinding 
books.” (From a middle west library group) 

“This was the first time bidding had been 
required, and through a misunderstanding, 
I had thought it would do no good to ask 
for Class ‘A’ specifications. However, I 
believe that that can be managed another 
time and that bids can be advertised for on 
the basis of Class ‘A’ work. Thank you and 
the committee very much for the service and 
courtesy you have extended us.” (From a 
college librarian) 

“IT want to thank you for your very com- 
plete letter, together with your report on 
the volumes which were sent to you. I am 
sure that your letter and report will be very 
helpful to us.” (From the trustee of a pub- 
lic library) 

“The matter of turning the library’s work 
over to a local binder, whose work I sent 
you for examination, came before my trus- 
tees yesterday afternoon. I made a strong 
report. Thank the good God who protects 
us they told me to keep right on with... . 
My gratitude to you is most sincerely great.” 
(From a librarian of a public library) 

We believe that the record of the joint 
committee’s work proves that it is no longer 
an experiment but a necessary service to the 
profession. It is daily solving problems of 
importance to libraries in the conservation 
of their collections. It is pioneering in the 
solution of complex economic problems in 
peaceful, noncontroversial, and equitable 
ways. There is still much new work to be 
done and the established services will be 
needed as long as binding is done. But in 
the past five years, the committee feels that 
it has achieved the first two essential ob- 
jectives. It has developed a definite and 


sound program and it has gained the as- 
sured cooperation of the better part of the 
binding industry in fulfilling the assignments 
given to the committee by the Executive 
Board in 1934. 

The following have served as A.L.A. 
representatives on the joint committee since 
its beginning in October, 1934: John Archer 
(chairman, 1934-date), Earl W. Browning 
(secretary, 1934-37), Louis N. Feipel 
(member, 1934-date; secretary, 1937-date), 
Alexander Galt (member, 1937-date). 

The following have served as the Board 
of Review (appointed by the joint commit- 
tee to examine samples of binding submitted 
by applicants for certification): Milton J. 
Ferguson, Nelson W. McCombs, Clarence 
E. Sherman, William R. Thurman, and 
Mary E. Wheelock. 


JouHN ArcHer, Chairman 


LipRARY EQUIPMENT AND APPLIANCES 

The preparation of studies under the di- 
rection of this committee has advanced very 
slowly. Cornelia Plaister, San Diego 
(Calif.) Public Library, completed a study 
of floor coverings now being published by the 
A.L.A. It covers a complete list of ma- 
terials and gives authoritative notes on con- 
struction and care. As it is applicable to 
other buildings than libraries, it may be ex- 
pected that the sale will be general. 

At the request of the committee the A. B. 
Dick Company of Chicago has had prepared 
by George H. Miller, Jr., an illustrated, 
thirty-page pamphlet, How to Make the 
Most of the Stencil Duplicator in the Li- 
brary. The care and handling of the mimeo- 
graph and its usefulness for forms, reports, 
and lists are well covered. The committee 
is grateful to the Dick Company for its co- 
operation. Copies are available to libraries 
at 35 cents each and may be secured through 
the Chicago headquarters of the A. B. Dick 
Company. 

A pamphlet on homemade equipment for 
the very small library is making progress. 
A round table meeting at the San Francisco 
conference was well-attended with lively 
discussion of the papers presented and the 
questions asked. Several queries regarding 
equipment have been answered by members 
of the committee suggested by the chairman. 

Committee members were: H. G. Bous 
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field, Ralph H. Carruthers, Jessie M. G. 
Hotson, Alexander Moffit, Lucie C. Nye, 
Andrew K. Peters, and Marguerite E. 
Putnam. 


Louis J. Battey, Chairman 


LiprArRy EXTENSION Boarp 
See pages 552-57. 


Liprary LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION 


This joint committee is composed of five 
members appointed by the American Li- 
brary Association, two by the Bibliographi- 
cal Society of America, and two by the 
American Library Institute. It is author- 
ized, under uniform instructions from these 
three organizations, to investigate and re- 
port upon the desirability and practicability 
of English translation of selected pro- 
fessional literature of librarianship in the 
continental languages. 

Originally this joint committee was in- 
tended to cooperate with a corresponding 
British section, but it was advised by its 
correspondents abroad to act independently ; 
they report that after bringing the matter 
before various British library organizations, 
they find a general feeling that since Ameri- 
cans would have to find the ways and 
means, they should likewise assume the 
initiative in all other matters. We have 
continued, however, in correspondence with 
the group in London and are thus assured 
of British approval and cooperation. Ac- 
cordingly our joint committee has proceeded 
as an independent American organization. 

Since it was impossible to meet in person, 
we have had to conduct all our discussions 
by questionnaire and correspondence. From 
this it early became apparent that sufficient 
facts were not available to justify a definite 
statement concerning the practicability of 
a translation project. Of its desirability, 
however, opinion is unanimous. 

From our own discussions and from en- 
thusiastic statements volunteered by other 
library practitioners, we feel justified in as- 
serting that: 

1. Although English-speaking librarians 
are well supplied with factual and theoreti- 
cal literature concerning the technology and 
science of librarianship, they lack, conspicu- 
ously, corresponding materials on the hu- 
manistic side of their profession. The 


library literature of the Continent, on the 
contrary, we find is particularly rich in such 
material both in the form of books and in 
periodical articles. 

2. Competent English translations of 
some of the more outstanding and typical 
foreign writings of this kind would not only 
supply a present need among English-speak- 
ing students of librarianship, but should also 
stimulate original work in these humanistic 
areas among English-speaking librarians. 

Accordingly we recommend that the three 
cooperating organizations continue the pres- 
ent joint committee for another year and 
authorize it to: 

1. Seek financial support of a translation 
project from one of the foundations 

2. Formulate such a scheme of adminis- 
trative and editorial control as will meet 
the requirements imposed by this under- 
writing foundation 

3. Promote further participation in the 
project by English-speaking 
abroad 

4. Take whatever other action may seem 
desirable to expedite an actual beginning 
of translation and publication on an experi- 
mental scale 

5. Report upon all of its activities and 
make further recommendations at the mid- 
winter and annual meetings of the cooperat- 
ing organizations 

Members of the joint committee repre- 
senting the A.L.A. in 1938-39 included: 
Charles F. McCombs, Charles V. Park, 
Mary Prescott Parsons, John T. Vance, and 
Louis Round Wilson. A.L.I. was repre- 
sented by Pierce Butler and the chairman, 
and B.S.A. by Harry Miller Lydenberg 
and Augustus H. Shearer. 

Tueopore W. Kocn, Chairman 


librarians 


LiprARyY RADIO BROADCASTING 


Progress in the awareness of librarians to 
public relations possibilities in radio work 
and also in the responsiveness of broad- 
casters to use of library ideas, is apparent 
to those who have considered the library- 
radio relationship this year. 

The radio committee is able to report 
two publications by committte members this 
year: The Library and the Radio by Faith 
Holmes Hyers and Radio Roads to Reading 
by Julia L. Sauer: both of which represent 
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the culmination of several years of experi- 
mentation in library programs. 

Publication by the University of Chicago 
Press, November, 1938, of The Library and 
the Radio, as number 18 in the Information 
Series of the National Advisory Council on 
Radio in Education, placed in permanent 
form some of the experiments and hopes of 
the radio committee. Many expressions of 
interest were received from educators and 
broadcasting officials as well as from li- 
brarians. The committee is grateful for the 
help given by the A.L.A. Headquarters of- 
fice in assembling data and in encouraging 
publication of the pamphlet. 

Julia Sauer’s radio work in the “Roches- 
ter School of the Air” has been distinguished 
by high quality and her experimentation has 
been followed up by a check on the effec- 
tiveness of the broadcasts with the school 
children. Examples of dramatizations and 
actual broadcasts based on books, which she 
has gathered together in Radio Roads to 
Reading, published in May, 1939, by H. W. 
Wilson, will serve as useful guides to li- 
brarians who wish to give the same type of 
programs, and her care in observing copy- 
right rules should be followed by library 
broadcasters. 

A brief request for current reports of 
broadcasting by librarians published in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin, April, 1939, resulted in 
some interesting discoveries of novelties ini- 
tiated by librarians. Among these may be 
mentioned the following: 

The St. Louis Public Library has been 
using 30 to 60-second announcements for 
library news. The library also cooperated 
with the Missouri State Library Commis- 
sion and the public affairs department of the 
local radio station in a series of programs. 

The Buffalo Public Library has worked 
out a system of reciprocal publicity with the 
radio stations, through planning exhibits and 
book displays at the library relevant to net- 
work programs, and securing local announce- 
ments of such exhibits calling attention to 
library cooperation with Columbia’s Shake- 
speare series, the programs of the National 
Broadcasting Company symphony orchestra, 
and other educational series. 

The Rochester Public Library has con- 
tinued the “School of the Air” programs for 
children in the fifth and sixth grades under 


the series title, “Book News via Air Mail.” 

The Baylor University Library, Waco, 
Texas, reports an interesting innovation: 
a hook-up in the library in which patrons 
and workers are interviewed in the fashion 
of the sidewalk conversation. This is taken 
care of by the speech department of the uni- 
versity. 

The Minneapolis Public Library reports 
a daily program, “Library Headlines,” using 
a news note as a point of departure for a 
five-minute talk on books. They also pre- 
sent “Fact Finders on the Air,” questions 
answered by reference librarians. 

Washington State Library reports three 
adult programs which are broadcast over 
eight stations of the Mutual Network: an 
author interview, a short feature, “What's 
New in the World,” and a questionnaire. 
Four cities in the state which are not on 
the Mutual Network are sent similar scripts 
to be read by the announcers. 

The Chicago Public Library reports a 
joint program with the Chicago Park Dis- 
trict Division, relating to vocations, called, 
“What Can I Do?” and also a cooperative 
program with the Illinois Library Associa- 
tion, “Libraries at Your Service.” 

The Massachusetts Library Association 
has discontinued the “Meet the Authors” 
series and is introducing an outstanding li- 
brary personality, alternating with current 
book talks. 

Mills College Library reports an interest- 
ing method of using “America’s Town 
Meeting of the Air” in group discussions. 
Students in each residence hall have formed 
listening groups, meeting at dinner with a 
faculty guest and then gathering in a stu- 
dent union building for a combined group 
discussion. 

The New York Public Library reports 
through its public relations committee secur- 
ing radio time for budget campaign talks 
given by members of the United Staff As- 
sociation of the Public Libraries of the City 
of New York. 


The experience of the A.L.A. staff and 
the radio committee chairman in carrying 
out the San Francisco radio programs for 
conference week was a most happy one, 
with splendid cooperation from the National 








650 


Broadcasting Company and the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, and interesting ex- 
hibits on educational network programs. 

The N.B.C. San Francisco office placed 
an expert producer in charge of the eight 
programs originating in their studios, and 
sent Blevins Davis from the Drama Edu- 
cational Department, New York City, to 
assist in network productions. They not 
only offered us every courtesy and the ut- 
most efficiency in producing the six network 
programs, but they also sent an announcer 
to give opening and closing remarks for the 
radio committee talks which were designed 
to show the audience exactly how a studio 
program is conducted. The program in- 
15-minute talk on “Book and 
Radio,” by Joseph Henry Jackson, conductor 
of “A Bookman’s Notebook” on the N.B.C. 
network and literary editor of the San 
Francisco Chronicle; one of the “University 
Explorer” information series given by Hale 
S. Sparks, radio director of the University 
of California; the “Radio Book Club for 
Boys and Girls,” one of the Los Angeles 
Public Library book dramatizations given by 
Nell Steinmetz, librarian of Echo Park 
Branch, assisted by actors and students from 
Eva Smith Hackett’s Drama Studio, San 
Francisco. These three sample broadcasts 
were followed by a brief discussion of 
“Great Plays” by Blevins Davis, the director 
of this N.B.C. dramatic series. 

A long desired achievement, the mention 
of library services and books on established 
network programs, was accomplished by the 
work of Beatrice Sawyer Rossell. At her 
suggestion “Lum and Abner” featured a 
talk on bookmobiles in their regular Monday 
program. They increased the publicity value 
of this program by printing attractive dod- 
gers for wide circulation. 

Joseph Henry Jackson gave over his regu- 
lar Sunday morning program to discuss what 
booklovers would find on Treasure Island 
with Milton James Ferguson and Faith 
Holmes Hyers. 

Carlton Morse used book notes for family 
discussion of good reading in “One Man’s 
Family” the week before the convention. 

The “Americans at Work” program for 
July 1 was devoted to “The Librarian” with 
a 20-minute dramatization from the New 
York C.B.S. studio and a 10-minute inter- 


cluded a 
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view from the Los Angeles Public Library, 
with Nell Steinmetz and Faith Holmes 
Hyers speaking as librarians. 

There were seventeen radio programs 
given in honor of convention week. Assist- 
ing in the San Francisco local programs were 
Mrs. Mary Duncan Carter, director of the 
School of Library Service, University of 
Southern California; Dorothea F. Hyle, 
member of the Publicity Committee; and 
Esther H. Dixon of A.L.A. Headquarters 
who had charge of the Friends of the Li- 
brary overseas radio message from 
Masaryk and the greetings from 
American friends in Washington, D.C. 

A high point in relationship between the 
American Library Association and educa- 
tional broadcasts was the “Town Meeting 
of the Air” program given at the last gen- 
eral session, through arrangements made by 
headquarters with N.B.C. George Denny, 
Jr., journeyed to San Francisco to produce 
the network town meeting on the subject 
“Is the Library Doing Its Job?” 

Members of the committee were: Mrs. 
Barbara Abbott, Eunice Coston, William 
Stanley Hoole, Donald Winston Kohlstedt, 
Mrs. Janie Gall Lawrence, Irene Hall 
Peterson, Julia L. Sauer, and Mrs. Wini- 
fred Sutherland Kermani. 

FartH Hotmes Hyers, Chairman 


Jan 
Latin 


LiBpRARY REVENUES 

The Committee on Library Revenues is 
still engaged in the study which was briefly 
described in its last two annual reports 
The twofold purpose of the study is: (a) 
to define what constitutes adequate public 
library revenue under varying local condi 
tions, and (b) to evolve objective criteria 
for determining the relative ability of- vari- 
ous library districts to support public library 
service. 

Progress has been delayed by the fact that 
anticipated financial aid failed to materialize 
It is hoped that a complete report will be 
available within the next year. 

Preliminary analysis indicates that tax 


data cannot, in general, be made comparable 
between states and hence that the separate 
states included must be studied separately. 
Inasmuch as such an analysis will reduce 
by one the variables influencing library serv- 
ice and library revenue it seems likely that 
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the validity of the study may thereby be 
increased. However, if the causal factors 
vary in nature or in importance from state 
to state, the possibility of a generalized 
statement will be reduced. 

The evidence analyzed to date indicates 
that the study will constitute a first step 
toward a more realistic and elastic standard 
of public library support and also a step 
toward the determination of need of outside 
aid for the support of a minimum grade of 
public library service. 

Members of the committee in 1938-39 
were: Mrs. Vera Southwick Cooper, Jesse 
Cunningham, Ralph Eugene Ellsworth, 
James C. Foutts, Icko Iben, Marguerite 
Kirk, John Paul Stone, Anna M. Tarr, and 
William Frederick Yust. 

G. Furnt Purpy, Chairman 


LiBRARY TERMINOLOGY 


On August 17, the final phase of the work 
on the glossary of library terms was begun. 
Lulu Ruth Reed, who received her Ph.D. 
degree in 1937 from the Graduate Library 
School of the University of Chicago, ac- 
cepted the editorship and came to Chapel 
Hill to begin the work of organizing the 
material previously collected and of cor- 
relating the comments and criticisms that 
had been received. 

There 


Everett 


was a conference in October of 
QO. Fontaine, chief, A.L.A. Pub- 
lishing Department; the editor; the chair- 
man of the committee; and the consultant. 
At this time the final plans, policies, et 
cetera, were discussed. 

Professor Boggs, chief of the Geographi- 
cal Division of the Department of State, 
was most generous in granting this commit- 
tee permission to use the glossary of terms 
contained in the manual on the cataloging 
and classification of maps and atlases which 
is now in preparation. Tentative lists of 
terms and definitions were received from the 
Bookbinding Committee and a subcommittee 
of the A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision Com- 
mittee. 

As progress was made on the glossary it 
became apparent that some change in the 
procedure would be necessary. The Com- 
mittee on Library Terminology, therefore, 
decided to suspend its editorial work tem- 
porarily. This decision made it possible for 
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the committee to conserve its funds and 
also gave the affiliated groups more time on 
the final draft of their terms. Work will be 
resumed the first of September. 

Members of the committee were: Jen- 
nie M. Flexner, Loda M. Hopkins, M. 
Louise Hunt, Amy C. Moon, Linda H. 
Morley, Marian Shaw, Jesse H. Shera, and 
Georgia Faison, consultant. 

Susan Grey Axers, Chairman 


\LEMBERSHIP 
See pages 589-91. 


N.E.A. ano A.L.A. 
(Joint Committee) 


The Joint Committee of the National 
Education Association and the American Li- 
brary Association on School Libraries has 
attempted to clarify and reconsider its func- 
tions. For the present, these functions are 
to be defined in terms of a short-time pro- 
gram and a long-time program. 

The short-time program may be described 
as an immediate and continuing plan of in- 
terpretation of the purposes and value of 
library service in schools. 

It was agreed that the long-time program 
should be concerned with a study of the 
fundamental relationships between school 
and public libraries, a problem which has 
recurred frequently in the past as a desirable 
activity to be promoted by the committee. 

The interpretation and promotion of 
school library service, or the short-time pro- 
gram, has been carried on by the committee 
through such activities as the following: 

1. Publication of leaflets. Three small 
interpretive leaflets have been published 
in the last three years: Mr. Superintendent, 
The School Library Is ..., and Elementary 
School Libraries. The greater portion of 
the funds made available to the committee 
by the National Education Association and 
the American Library Association were used 
this year in printing a large quantity of the 
leaflet, Elementary School. Libraries. An 
effort is being made to give these leaflets 
wide distribution. 

It is gratifying to the committee to learn 
that The School Library Is . . . has been 
reprinted in part in Deliberative Committee 
Report, 1938 of the Educational Policies 
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Commission and in N.E.A. Research Service 
Circular Number 6 for May, 1939, entitled, 
Certain Aspects of School Library Adminis- 
tration; and that Elementary School Libra- 
ries has been reprinted in full in the latter 
publication. 

The committee is considering the advis- 
ability of preparing additional leaflets as 
rapidly as time and funds will permit on 
such subjects as the following: book buying, 
school library budgets, and school libraries 
as correlating centers for materials of in- 
struction. 

The question was raised as to whether it 
might be possible for some of the leaflets to 
be sold through the N.E.A. as well as A.L.A. 

2. By contacts with departments of the 
National Educational Association on pro- 
gram planning. 

3. By working toward some means by 
which librarians, teachers, and school ad- 
ministrators may each keep in touch with 
literature and research in the parallel fields 
which are significant to them. 

The fundamental relationships of school 
and public libraries, or the long-time pro- 
gram, calls for an intensive and carefully 
planned study. A preliminary and essential 
step weuld be the formulation of a state- 
ment of the principles underlying school li- 
brary service. This would provide a basis 
for studies, for assembling and analyzing 
present practice, for implementing such 
studies as the Educational Policies Commis- 
sion’s Social Services and the Schools. 

The statement of principles presumably 
would be worked out from some such initial 
statement as the following: 


Principles of Library Service for Children 
and Young People 

Facts generally accepted and considered 
basic: 

1. Children and young people need books. 

2. Their books must meet their interests. 

3. Their books must be readable; that is, 
books which they can read. 

4. Appropriate books must be readily ac- 
cessible. 

5. [t is essential that children and young 
people have guidance, usually the guidance 
of teachers and librarians, in acquiring the 
skills necessary for reading and using books 
with satisfaction and pleasure. 
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6. It is essential that children and young 
people have guidance, usually the guidance 
of librarians and teachers in becoming ac- 
quainted with books and in knowing how to 
choose their reading. 

7. It is essential that children and young 
people be introduced to libraries so that 
through guidance and experience, they may 
become familiar with library resources and 
organization, gain skill in using libraries and 
library tools, and acquire the habit of their 
use, to be prepared to meet both present and 
continuing personal and group needs which 
are met through reading. 

It was suggested that the committee revise 
this statement or restate the principles un- 
derlying library service to children and 
young people, the resulting statement to be 
further considered and tested, both against 
expert opinion and against practice, before 
it would be accepted by the committee as 
adequately established. The committee real- 
ized its inadequacy to carry through the in- 
vestigation of any statement it might agree 
upon. Members expressed their hope that 
the volunteer efforts of the committee might 
be supplemented by aid from the Research 
Division of the N.E.A. and by whatever help 
can be provided by the A.L.A. 

The chairman, acting upon the advice of 
the committee members present at the an- 
nual meeting in February at Cleveland, has 
presented a request to the executive secre- 
tary of the N.E.A. for a small amount of 
money and expert assistance from the N.E.A. 
Research Division to make it possible to 
plan studies in school and public library rela- 
tionships. The chairman was notified in 
June that Dr. Frank W. Hubbard, associate 
director, Division of Research, N.E.A., 
would advise with the joint committee in 
regard to its work during the coming year. 

Although the committee was unable to 
cooperate in planning a program at any of 
the educational meetings during the year, it 
rendered advisory service at exhibit booths 
in Cleveland during the meeting of the De- 
partment of Superintendence and in San 
Francisco at the N.E.A. conference. 

Space for display of school library ma- 
terials, including the three leaflets published 
by the committee, was again made available 
at the Department of Superintendence meet- 
ing through the courtesy of the American 
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Library Association. Valuable assistance 
was rendered also on this occasion by the 
Cleveland school librarians who prepared 
for distribution many excellent and attrac- 
tive book lists and gave generously of their 
time at the booth. In addition to the leaf- 
lets, the committee distributed, in mimeo- 
graphed form, a selected and annotated 
bibliography of recent articles on elementary 
school libraries prepared by Margaret Greer 
and Mildred Batchelder. 

At the San Francisco meeting of the 
N.E.A., an exhibit booth located in a stra- 
tegic place was made available to the com- 
mittee without charge. Edith V. Titcomb, 
president of the School Library Association 
of California, very graciously accepted the 
responsibility of planning and managing this 
exhibit booth. Because Miss Titcomb’s re- 
port summarizes so well the value of such 
exhibits, it is quoted in part: 

“From the time the exhibits opened Mon- 
day, July 3, until they began to be dis- 
mantled July 6, there were very few unused 
moments. And it was all so enjoyable and 
satisfactory and apparently worth while. . . 

“The material used was for examination, 
information and reference. It included: 

“Material on visual aids, the school li- 
brary, and children’s reading, furnished by 
the Bureau of Texts and Libraries of San 
Francisco 

“Books and pamphlets from A.L.A. and 
visual materials from Newark, N.J., left for 
us by Mr. Milam from the A.L.A. booth 

“Some N.E.A. material given to us by 
Miss Davis (including the Educational Re- 
search Service publication) 

“Some material on units from Sacramento, 
Calif., and Newark, N.J. 

“The California Survey of School Librar- 
ies; and as much material for free distribu- 
tion as we could gather. 

“There was one person on duty all of 
the time (more than one, part of the time) ; 
a register for people to sign with name, ad- 
dress, question; pads for people to make 
notes; and a pad on which we made notes of 
discussion. 

“Discussion was encouraged, and we 
learned much in addition to helping many 
people. It was almost like a consultation 
room. When we could not answer the ques- 
tion, we often directed people to other ex- 
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hibits and booths where we knew they could 
get their information at first hand. 

“The people interviewed included every 
type of teacher from primary to university, 
including practically every subject, especially 
reading, remedial reading, visual education, 
and the subject of integration. Administra- 
tors ranged from principals of elementary 
schools to county superintendents, trustees, 
deans of boys and girls, counselors, super- 
visors, and members of boards of education 
and library boards. There were people from 
public libraries and from special libraries, 
such as a department of the Standard Oil 
Company and an educational director of a 
hospital. There were many types of schools 
represented: rural schools, a desert school, 
an Indian school, the platoon system. There 
were many people interested in lists on spe- 
cial subjects. 

“Some of the subjects discussed will give 
an idea of the interest shown: establishing 
an elementary school library, the study hall 
system, cooperation of local organizations, 
classroom libraries, subscription books, so- 
cial studies materials (many requests for 
units), library instruction, vocational ma- 
terial, library furniture and equipment, 
sight conservation, creative work in Eng- 
lish, recreational reading rooms,  self- 
education reading library, guidance and 
orientation, and many, many others. 

“After the report of the Joint Committee 
of the N.E.A. and A.L.A. was read, there 
were several calls at the booth for the two 
publications about school libraries named in 
that report. 

“As the small boy said, ‘A librarian is a 
person who never knows anything but can 
always tell you where to find it.’ Perhaps 
that is the way in which the joint committee 
booth was most effective.” 

Although the exhibit booths offer oppor- 
tunity for mutually helpful contacts, the 
committee is aware that it should cooperate 
with N.E.A. departments and special groups 
by suggesting to these groups, upon request, 
names of speakers to present library aspects 
of subjects considered by the group, or 
possibly by sponsoring an entire session as 
has been done on previous occasions. 

The committee acknowledges with thanks 
the budget of $40 allowed by the A.L.A. 
and $50 allowed by the N.E.A., and recom- 
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mends that the same amounts be allocated 
to the committee next year for current ex- 
penses. This year the fund was spent almost 
entirely on printing 7500 copies of the inter- 
pretation leaflet, Elementary School Librar- 
ies. The committee appreciates also the ex- 
hibit space made available by A.L.A. and 
N.E.A. and the valuable assistance rendered 
by A.L.A. in mimeographing and printing 
committee materials. 

Members of the committee were: Chloe 
C. Baldridge, Myrtle Gustafson, Edith A. 
Lathrop, Betty Ratcliffe, and William H. 
Bristow representing N.E.A.; Margaret R. 
Greer, Oscar H. McPherson, Martha 
Parks, Hope L. Potter, and Jean Carolyn 
Roos, representing A.L.A. 

MartTHA Parks, Chairman 


NATIONAL LIBRARY PLANNING 


The Committee on National Library 
Planning submitted its report to the A.L.A. 
Council in December, 1938. This report 
was in the form of a revised National Plan 
for Libraries and was adopted by the Coun- 
cil on December 29, 1938. It appears in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin, February, 1939, and has 
also been reprinted for the convenience of 
librarians, state library planning committees, 
other organizations, etc. The National Re- 
sources Committee has sent this National 
Plan to the state planning boards of the 
several states suggesting cooperation with 
library leaders in preparing plans for state- 
wide library development. 

The purpose of our committee was to 
prepare a statement of library service, com- 
prehensive as well as progressive, which 
would serve as an inspiration and as a goal 
for future accomplishment. 

Our report has been adopted, the com- 
mittee discontinued, and this final state- 
ment is submitted as a matter of record. 

Members of the committee were: Carl H. 
Milam, Ralph Munn, and Louis Round 
Wilson. 

Matcotm G. Wyer, Chairman 


NATIONAL ParKs, LIBRARIES IN 


‘No report. 


Nursinc ScHoo.t LisrRary 


No report. 
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OsperRLty MEMorIAL FUND 


Your committee has the honor of making 
the eighth award of the Oberly Memorial 
Prize to Louise O. Bercaw and Mrs. Annie 
M. Hannay for their, Bibliography on Land 
Utilization, 1918-36. 

The committee begs leave to make honor- 


able mention of Helen Hennefrund’s and 
Esther M. Colvin’s bibliography, The 


Soybean Industry; a Selected List of Refer- 
ences on the Economic Aspects of the Indus- 
try in the United States, 1900-1938; and the 
bibliography by F. G. Renner and others, 4 
Selected Bibliography on Management of 
Western Rangers, Livestock, and Wild Life. 

The bibliographies submitted for this, the 
eighth, biennial competition are as follows: 

Bercaw, Louise O., and Hannay, Annie 
M. Bibliography on Land Utilization, 
1918-36. U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Miscellaneous Publications 284. 
1938, 1508p. 

Hennefrund, Helen, and Colvin, Esther 
M. The Soybean Industry; a Selected List 
of References on the Economic Aspects of 
the Industry in the United States, 1900- 
1938. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bu- 
reau of Agricultural Economics, Agricultural 
Economics Bibliographies 74. October, 
1938. 474p. Mimeographed. 

Kistler, Ellen D. Bibliography of Local 
Flora Published Since 1890. 104p. Type- 
written. 

Otero, Jose I., and Cook, Melville T. A 
Bibliography of Mycology and Phytopathol- 
ogy of Central and South America, Mexico, 
and the West Indies. Journal of Agricul- 
ture of the University of Puerto Rico 21: 
249-486. July, 1937. 

Renner, F. G., Crafts, Edward C., Hart- 
man, Theo C., and Ellison, Lincoln. A 
Selected Bibliography on Management of 
Western Ranges, Livestock, and Wild Life. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Miscellan- 
eous Publications 281. March, 1938. 468p. 

One copy of each bibliography submitted 
has been deposited in the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Library, Washington, D.C., as 
has been the custom in the past. 

The committee begs leave to remind you 
that this award is made once in two years 
in memory of the late Eunice Rockwood 
Oberly, formerly librarian of the Bureau 


January, 
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of Plant Industry, U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture. The prize is derived from the 
income of the memorial fund raised by her 
friends and admirers after her death in 
1921. This year the prize amounts to $100. 
Members of the committee were: Paul 
Alcorn, Ralph M. Brown, Edna C. Noble, 

Caroline E. Reinke, and Frances Warner. 
Cora L. FetpKAmp, Chairman 


Out-or-Print Books 


The Committee on the Out-of-Print 
Books Project is making progress in this 
new venture, but has nothing to report. 

Committee members were: Harry Mil- 
ler Lydenberg and Howard L. Hughes. 

LAWRENCE Heyt, Chairman 


PARENT EDUCATION 
(Joint Committee of the A.L.A. and the 
National Council of Parent Education) 


The joint committee was organized in 
1934 with the immediate aim of serving as 
sponsor and adviser for an experiment in 
library and parent education cooperation. 
Its parent education members have repre- 
sented several national organizations; its 
secretary has been Ralph P. Bridgman, 
formerly executive director of the National 
Council of Parent Education, a coordinating 
body. 

After unsuccessful efforts to get funds 
for the proposed experiment, the committee 
centered its attention on getting as close to 
its original objective as it could without the 
benefit of the experiment. For three years 
it has followed the lines of work on which 
the members with varying emphasis agreed 
in 1936: 

1. To make of the committee a clearing 
house of information and ideas on library 
service to parents 

2. To stimulate the preparation of ar- 
ticles in the publications of both professions 
and to encourage discussion of common prob- 
lems at both parent education and library 
conferences 

3. To prepare or stimulate the prepara- 
tion of aids such as buying lists and lists of 
fiction dealing with child development and 
family relationships 

4. To suggest desirable fields of study 
or experimentation 
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on 


Some progress has been made in all these 
directions. Undoubtedly the accomplish- 
ments would have been greater but for the 
termination of the subsidized program of the 
National Council of Parent Education at 
the latter end of the period. 

As a first step, the committee directed an 
inquiry to libraries and parent education 
workers for the purpose of getting a general 
idea of what libraries were doing in this 
field and at the same time an appraisal of 
their facilities by professional workers. The 
replies from 84 librarians and 75 parent 
education workers were summarized in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin 32:175-79, March, 1938. 
The results of the inquiry together with 
the discussion of them which was held dur- 
ing the New York City conference (4.L.A. 
Bulletin 31:816-18, October 15, 1937) 
guided the committee in its later work. 

The parent education movement, new and 
rapidly growing, proceeding on several 
fronts simultaneously, with methods and at- 
titudes which libraries wanting to serve it 
effectively have to understand, raised ques- 
tions which the committee tried to answer 
by an editorial, “Aids and Tools for Work- 
ers in Parent Education,” in the Booklist 
34:323-26, May 15, 1938. 

During 1938-39 the committee has car- 
ried forward two plans initiated in the pre- 
vious year: (1) the preparation of simplified 
reading materials and (2) an intensive study 
of the parent education program in certain 
selected libraries. 

A memorandum on the need of “readable” 
materials on family life and parent education 
was drawn up in 1937 by the chairman and 
Dr. Ruth Andrus, head of the Bureau of 
Child Development of the New York State 
Education Department. It included a list 
of subject fields in which experience showed 
readable books were needed, including bi- 
ology, nutrition, consumer economics, psy- 
chology, mental hygiene, public health, so- 
ciology of the family, home decoration and 
equipment. That the need is serious was 
emphasized in the returns from the inquiry 
and in the round table discussion in New 
York City. Following informal conferences 
on the memorandum with a number of par- 
ent education workers, including several who 
have direct experience with parents of very 
limited reading ability, the committee asked 
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and obtained the cooperation of Lyman 
Bryson, director of the Readability Labo- 
ratory at Teachers College, Columbia 
University. An advisory committee of li- 
brarians, psychologists, and parent education 
workers of New York City and its neigh- 
borhood has now been formed. On it is 
represented parent education work through 
public health agencies and W.P.A. nursery 
schools. Professor Bryson is a member, and 
also Professor Ernest G. Osborne of Teach- 
ers College, Columbia University, through 
whose office the committee work is being 
carried on. A _ psychologist is included. 
There are three librarians, Miriam D. 
Tompkins, Jennie M. Flexner, and Eliza- 
beth M. Smith. This committee is at pres- 
ent assembling such simplified material as 
is now available and is preparing to study 
its use with parent groups. 

A three months’ intensive study by seven 
selected libraries! of their parent education 
programs was undertaken as an aid to pre- 
paring recommendations for libraries which 
are considering an enlargement of their pro- 
grams. A detailed report from each library 
is now in the hands of the committee for 
analysis and summarizing. The study cov- 
ered service to study groups and to the 
individual parent in the various phases of 
parent education and also advisory service 
on children’s books and reading. Briefer 
information on the work of several smaller 
libraries was obtained also. It is expected 
that much of this material will be available 
for use through the A.L.A. library when the 
committee’s need for it is over. 

The committee has as yet made little 
headway with its preparation of lists of fic- 
tion suitable for use in the study of child 
development and family relations. Several 
lists compiled by libraries for their own use 
are in the committee’s hands and some study 
of them has been made. Several other 
undertakings have been initiated or carried 
through during the current year. 

A plan has been launched for publishing 
in the Booklist occasional brief lists of cur- 
rent books or pamphlets which have been 
approved by professional parent educators 
and by experienced lay leaders who are also 
parents. The first list appeared in the Book- 


1 Albany, Cleveland, Detroit, Knoxville, Los An- 
geles, Oakland, and Washington. 
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list 35:370, July 1, 1939; further details of 
the plan, in the Booklist 35 :289, May 1, 1939. 

At the suggestion of parent education 
workers who attended a closed discussion 
held during the Kansas City meeting, the 
committee sent a letter last August to pres- 
idents of all state library associations, ask- 
ing them to consider the appointment of a 
joint committee representing both librarians 
and parent education workers after the 
pattern of the national committee. New 
York State has responded with such a com- 
mittee which is now planning a program for 
the fall conference. 

A meeting on the place of the public li- 
brary in a parent education program was 
held under the committee’s auspices at the 
San Francisco conference. The principal 
speaker was Dr. Gertrude Laws, chief of 
the Bureau of Parent Education, of the 
State Department of Education in Califor- 
nia. Her talk will appear in the proceedings 
of the committee. 

The committee was able to assist Mrs. 
Stebbing and Mrs. Hughes in their revision 
of Child Training and Parent Education? 
by procuring them the assistance of several 
professional and lay parent education work- 
ers. 

The mutual interest and understanding of 
librarians and parent education workers 
have been greatly increased as a result of 
five years’ association on a joint committee. 
The chairman of the committee has attended 
two of the biennial conferences of the Na- 
tional Council of Parent Education and 
three sessions of the New York State Con- 
ference on Child Development and Parent 
Education. Parent education workers have 
been present at the several discussion meet- 
ings held at A.L.A. conferences. Under the 
difficulties attendant on getting together 
widely scattered members from two separate 
professions several committee meetings have 
been held out of which the committee has 
developed a practical program 
defined needs. 

Accomplishments were crowded into three 
years, during the last of which the commit- 
tee suffered from curtailment of the activi- 
ties of the National Council of Parent 


based on 


2 Stebbing, Mrs. Lucile (Reiner), and Hughes, Caro 
Child Training and Parent Education; 
2d ed ’ 
Paper, 9oc 


line Shurtleff. 
References to Material in Recent Books. 
rev. New York, H. W. Wilson, 1939. 
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Education and the closing of its New York 
ofice. The council, through its former ex- 
ecutive director, Ralph P. Bridgman, and 
through Ruth Kotinsky, editor of Parent 
Education, as well as through its represen- 
tatives on the committee, cooperated whole- 
heartedly, both with advice and with active 
assistance. Parent Education printed sev- 
eral articles on the library’s part in parent 
education, 

The committee now has a body of facts 
and an understanding of needs on which to 
build a profitable second five-year period 
of activity. The committee members believe 
that the value of a joint committee of li- 
brarians and parent education workers has 
been amply demonstrated. 

Members of the committee were: John 
Chancellor, ex officio, Clara Wells Herbert 
Edna M. Hull, Clarence W. Sumner, and 
the chairman, for the A.L.A.; Ruth Andrus, 
Ralph P. Bridgman, ex officio, Mrs. B. F. 
Langworthy, Eleen Lombard, Kathryn 
McHale, and Edna Noble White, for the 
N.C.P.E. 

EvizaBeETH M. SmitH, Chairman 


PERIODICALS 


No report. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTION OF 
LipRARY MATERIALS 


The Journal of Documentary Reproduc- 
tion, which was established early in 1938 
as the organ of the committee, completed 
a successful first year and is well launched 
in its second year, supported in part by a 
subsidy of $1200 furnished by the Carnegie 
Corporation. Originally published in photo- 
offset form by the Edwards Brothers of 
Ann Arbor, with the A.L.A. committee serv- 
ing as the board of editors, a shift was made 
to regular printing handled through the 
A.L.A. Publishing Department, and the com- 
mittee appointed Vernon D. Tate as editor 
with power to select associates as an edi- 
torial staff. 

A sincere vote of appreciation to Dr. Tate 
for the very capable handling of the burden 
of the Journal is here recorded. It was Dr. 
Tate’s unstinted generosity of time and ef- 
fort which assured this year’s success with 
the Journal. 
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At the suggestion of and through the very 
gracious cooperation of M. Llewellyn Raney 
and Herman H. Fussler of the University 
of Chicago Libraries, advantage was taken 
of the San Francisco meeting of the A.L.A. 
in June, 1939, to present an exhibit of micro- 
photographic apparatus, including models 
not yet on the market and in the process 
of development, and to have a session de- 
voted to the present situation in micro- 
photography." 

The committee approved the recommen- 
dation that the A.L.A. join the International 
Federation for Documentation and have of- 
ficial representation at future conferences. 

The committee approved the nomination 
of Dr. Tate to represent the A.L.A. at the 
Zurich conference of the International Fed- 
eration for Documentation, August 10 to 
13, 1939 at which he presented a paper on 
“Microphotography in Archives.” At the 
present time he is in Europe on a Rockefeller 
grant to explore present conditions and pos- 
sibilities in the microphotographic field. 

The committee approved the suggestion 
that a feeler should be put forth in the col- 
umns of the Journal to test response to the 
idea of microphotographic training in univer- 
sities equipped to give such a course. The 
reaction seemed to indicate that interest in 
such training could very definitely be 
aroused. Both Chicago and Columbia of- 
fered training courses in microphotography 
in the summer sessions of 1939, and the 
results should be of interest. 

One of the chief concerns of the commit- 
tee during the last year has been that of 
the microfilming of newspaper files. The 
committee collaborated with the American 
Documentation Institute and the W.P.A. in 
working out a set of conditions to be ap- 
plied to all projects for indexing and micro- 
filming newspaper files which used the facil- 
ities of W.P.A. labor. These conditions, 
which were also approved by the Washing- 
ton W.P.A. and issued as a procedural letter 
from its central offices, require the making 
of a negative and two positive film copies 
of all newspapers indexed by W.P.A. labor. 
The negative is to be deposited for safe 
keeping and possible making of additional 
positive copies on demand; one positive is to 


1For report, see the proceedings of 


the com- 
mittee, A.L.A. Bulletin, October 15, 1939. 
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replace in service the indexed newspaper file, 
and the other positive is to be used on inter- 
library loan. A catalog card giving a full 
description of the newspaper file indexed, 
location of the negative and charges for mak- 
ing of additional positives, and location of 
both positives, is to be deposited with the 
Union Catalog Division of the Library of 
Congress. These cards can be copied off 
at cost for any institution desiring a record 
of what is nationally obtainable. The news- 
papers of the country can thus be preserved, 
made accessible, and nationalized. With the 
help of a grant of $5000, made by the 
Rockefeller Foundation to the American 
Documentation Institute, this system is 
receiving practice demonstration in Ohio. 

A matter occupying much of the commit- 
tee’s attention during the past year has been 
the development of Albert Boni’s apparatus 
for reproducing texts for projection read 
ing in reductions of ten diameters on paper 
by a method of photoengraving or diazo 
printing. This new technique, by combining 
the economies of microscopic reduction with 
those of edition printing, permits the micro- 
photographic method to enter the large edi- 
tion field. If the unit cost of producing 
reading matter in large editions falls, as is 
claimed, to a point of less than one cent for 
a 300-page book, an entirely new situation 
confronts librarians, because if they can 
agree upon large bodies of material for 
which there is a large edition demand, their 
wishes can be met at very low costs. 

The Boni apparatus, called Readex Mic- 
roprint equipment, can be adapted to the 
reading of film. One of the most important 
functions of the committee during the next 
few years will be to help in defining the 
place of this technique along with others 
in library service, and possibly to promote 
the design and manufacture of cameras that 
will take microcopies on bromide paper 
rather than on film, and on rectangular pages 
suitable for filing rather than on film strips. 
The Executive Board has approved the 
policy of aiding Mr. Boni with advice in 
building up a list of titles desired by li- 
brarians. 

During the year several representatives 
of foreign libraries, including M. Reitman 
of the Bibliothéque Nationale and Dr. Leon- 
ard A. Sayce of England, visited the United 


States and called upon members of the com- 
mittee to discuss microphotography in 
Europe. The effects of the exhibit directed 
by Dr. Raney in 1937 at the Paris Exposi- 
tion, and the subsequent showing of appara- 
tus in England, are being felt in the trend 
toward close collaboration between Ameri- 
can and European libraries. From the visit 
of Dr. Sayce there emerged a suggestion that 
large-scale microcopying in the Public Re- 
cords Office might be planned as a collabor- 
ative enterprise in which the national gov- 
ernments of Great Britain, the United 
States, and the British Dominions would 
take part. 

Members of the committee were: J. 
Periam Danton, Herman H. Fussler, Keyes 
D. Metcalf, Charles E. Rush, George A. 
Schwegmann, Jr., Vernon D. Tate, and Paul 
Vanderbilt. 

Rosert C. BINKLey, Chairman 


PuBLic DocUMENTS 


The work of the Committee on Public 
Documents was, in a large measure, confined 
to an attempt to materialize the proposed 
survey of the federal depository library sys 
tem. A subcommittee composed of Thomas 
P. Fleming, A. F. Kuhlman, and Keyes D. 
Metcalf carried forward this project, the 
preliminary plans for which were so ably 
laid by the previous chairman, Jerome K. 
Wilcox, and his associates. 

In December, 1938, the A.L.A. Executive 
Board approved the slightly revised project 
which we submitted. Since no funds were 
available, the committee attempted to in- 
terest certain foundations in support of the 
survey. The consensus was, however, that 
some agency of the government should con 
duct the inquiry regarding depositories. 

After conferences were held with the rep- 
resentatives of the Social Science Research 
Council and the Joint Committee on Ma- 
terials for Research, an appeal was made to 
President Roosevelt for his consideration of 
the project. The present unsatisfactory con- 
ditions were pointed out, and a proposal 
made for conducting a survey, in order to 
acquire data to revise the Federal Document 
Depository Law. We reviewed the fact that 
the Science Committee of the National Re- 
sources Committee is vitally concerned with 
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the research resources of the country, as 
witnessed by its excellent report, Research— 
A National Resource. 1. Relation of the 
Federal Government to Research. We ex- 
pressed the hope that the National Resources 
Committee might be designated to supervise 
and coordinate a study of the type outlined. 
President Roosevelt referred the proposal 
to the National Resources Committee, and 
every indication seems to point toward its 
favorable acceptance. In all probability, 
the survey should materialize this coming 
year. 

The “Manual on the Use of State Docu- 
ments,” which has been a pending project for 
several years, has been completed and sub- 
mitted to the Editorial Committee. 

There seems to be a very real danger that 
it will be necessary to suspend publication of 
the annual proceedings of the Committee 
on Public Documents. This series, which 
has been issued since 1933, already consti- 
tutes a major reference source for informa- 
tion on municipal, state, federal, and foreign 
documents. Since 1937, the proceedings of 
the Committee on Archives and Libraries 
have been included in the volume, which 
makes this related material immediately 
available to all who work with documentary 
materials. The program of the San Fran- 
cisco conference included many more papers 
that merit publication in the same series and 
format. The Committee on Public Docu- 
ments believes that its series has been and 
will continue to be of value to all librarians 
who work with documentary materials. It 
further believes that the contents of the 
series are much more useful in a single, 
uniform format than the separate publica- 
tion of papers in a number of journals. The 
committee is eager to continue editing and 
publishing its annual proceedings, but it will 
have to suspend publication, if sales do not 
materially increase. 

Members of this committee were: Esther 
Betz, Walter T. Brahm, Olive Braughton, 
Grace A. Campbell, James Bennett Childs, 
Alice Douglas Daspit, Ione M. Dority, 
Jeanne Griffin, Marion Villiers Higgins, 
Josephine B. Hollingsworth, A. F. Kuhl- 
man, Katherine O’Shea McCarthy, LeRoy 
Charles Merritt, Keyes D. Metcalf, and 
Katherine B. Strong. 

THOMAS P. FLEMING, Chairman 


659 


PUBLICITY 
See pages 596-99. 


PUBLISHERS, RELATIONS WITH 


No report. 


REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 

During the past year this committee has 
continued its study of ways in which li- 
brarians might be advised as books go out of 
print. Between nine and ten thousand books 
go out of print each year, and the cost of 
compiling, printing, and distributing this list 
is prohibitive at the present time. There- 
fore it is recommended that this question be 
tabled until times improve, unless it can be 
done on a very small scale in connection with 
the use of the fund for encouraging the 
reprinting of popular titles. 

The committee understands that another 
group is considering plans for using the fund 
mentioned above, and it therefore asks to 
be discharged, or to have other definite du- 
ties assigned to it. 

Members of the committee were: Helen 
M. Crane, Jeannette H. Foster, Marcia M. 
Furnas, Emerson Greenaway, Bertha Mar- 
shall, Marion Oliver, J. Elizabeth Olson, 
and Emelia E. Wefel. 

Juutan A. Sonon, Chairman 


RESOURCES OF AMERICAN LIBRARIES 


The Board on Resources of American Li- 
braries held no meeting for the year 1938- 
39 in view of an appropriation insufficient to 
pay travel expenses of the widely distributed 
membership and in the absence of a quorum 
at the Kansas City and San Francisco con- 
ferences and the 1939 midwinter meeting. 

The board’s principal business for the 
year was a recommendation to the Executive 
Board that financial support be secured for 
a proposal to study the uses and values of 
union catalogs, proposed by Robert C. Bink- 
ley, chairman of the Joint Committee 
on Materials for Research. The board’s 
recommendation was accepted by the Execu- 
tive Board and steps will be taken shortly 
to secure the necessary support for the in- 
vestigation. 

During the year Robert Bingham Downs’ 
Guide for the Description and Evaluation 


of Research Materials was published in 
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mimeographed form by the A.L.A. This 
was based on the outline employed in gather- 
ing material for Resources of Southern Li- 
braries, edited by Mr. Downs. 

The board considered, through corres- 
pondence, a number of ideas relating to its 
function which may in the future give rise 
to specific projects, either under the board’s 
direction or in the hands of some other 
group. These ideas included: regional co- 
operation conferences; a report on the prog- 
ress to date of coordination of library 
resources in the United States; a proposal for 
the cooperative sale of rare book duplicates; 
a general study of exchange practice; a sur- 
vey of resources in the New England states; 
national surveys of research material in 
restricted fields, such as musicology or La- 
tin American materials; an annual report on 
the addition of important research materials 
in libraries. 

The board believes it desirable to keep 
closely in touch with college and university 
organizations in the hope that an opportunity 
may occur for furthering library cooperation 
through general cooperative agreements be- 
tween institutions. 

Claribel Ruth Barnett carried on corres- 
pondence with a number of people relative 
to interlibrary loan problems. 

The southern subcommittee made some 
progress toward a study of the use of Re- 
sources of Southern Libraries. 

As regards the organization and future 
of the board, it is apparent that the mem- 
bers must meet together for discussion if 
ideas and proposals are to develop into spe- 
cific projects. Correspondence is no sub- 
stitute for the germinal possibilities of dis- 
cussion around a table. For this reason 
travel money should be available for at least 
one meeting during a year. 

Because of the cost of travel, the chair- 
man suggests that future appointments con- 
centrate board membership in a relatively 
small area so that a small travel appropria- 
tion would serve to bring the board together 
for discussions. Geographical representation 
of opinion can be provided by attaching to 
the board a widely distributed advisory com- 
mittee. 

Board members were: Claribel R. Barnett, 
William Warner Bishop, Robert Bingham 
Downs, and Althea H. Warren. 


Members of the Subcommittee for the 
South were: Harvie Branscomb, chairman, 
Harry Clemons, Icko Iben, Margaret M. 
Jemison, A. F. Kuhlman, James A. McMil- 
len, Robert J. Usher, and Carl M. White. 

Dona_Lp Coney, Chairman 


SALARIES, STAFF, AND TENURE 


See pages 547-51. 


SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP 
See pages 591-95. 


SPECIAL Projects, Apvisory BoARD 
FOR THE STUDY OF 


No proposals were referred to the Ad- 
visory Board in 1938-39. The Secretary of 
the Association asked in December that the 
chairman of the board participate in a con- 
ference of officers and persons concerned 
with the results of W.P.A. undertakings, 
to consider possible means of evaluating such 
projects. This meeting took place at Chi- 
cago on December 29, the chairman attend- 
ing. 

Members of the board were: Leon Car- 
novsky, Edith M. Coulter, Herbert S. 
Hirshberg, and Charles C. Williamson. 

Ernest J. Reece, Chairman 


SUBSCRIPTION Books 


The quarterly issues of the Subscription 
Books Bulletin constitute the chief report of 
the Committee on Subscription Books. In 
the four numbers of the Bulletin which have 
appeared during the past year 35 titles have 
been reviewed. 

Numerous letters from librarians, school 
officials, and others requesting information 
about subscription sets have been answered 
by the editorial staff at headquarters and 
by the chairman. Requests concerning titles 
about which there is no information in the 
chairman’s files are forwarded to the editor 
of publications at A.L.A. Headquarters who 
promptly investigates for the committee. In 
some cases it has been impossible to locate 
information about a set due to the meager- 
ness of the bibliographical details which the 
inquirer has been able to supply. The com- 
mittee continues to experience difficulty in 
obtaining for examination certain publica- 
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tions about which inquiries are received. 
These are chiefly new editions of sets which 
have been adversely reviewed in earlier is- 
sues of the Subscription Books Bulletin. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made of the 
assistance’ rendered the committee by the 
editor of publications and his staff. This 
aid has been extended during the past six 
months to include the taking over of addi- 
tional routine duties of the committee— 
formerly devolving upon the chairman— 
which can be more expeditiously handled by 
the headquarters office. 

Two committee meetings have been held 
during the past year. On December 29 the 
four members attending the midwinter con- 
ference—Althea Currin, Mildred P. Har- 
rington, Charles Mohrhardt, and the 
chairman—met in Chicago with Mabel 
Conat, the former chairman, Harold Eng- 
lish, the editor of publications, and Mildred 
Roblee, his assistant. Problems regarding 
the functions and policies of the committee 
and the nature and scope of the Subscription 
Books Bulletin were discussed. Two sub- 
committees were appointed to give special 
consideration to these matters during the 
ensuing year and to make recommendations 
to the whole committee for possible action. 

An informal meeting, attended by Miss 
Currin, Marion Horton, Mr. Mohrhardt, 
Fannie Sheppard, Mr. English, and the 
chairman, was held June 23 in San Fran- 
cisco. A meeting of the entire committee is 
still much to be desired. 

With the publication of the October, 1939, 
issue, the tenth volume of the Subscription 
Books Bulletin will have been completed. 
This number will contain the cumulative 
index for volumes nine and ten. 

Members of the committee were: Althea 
M. Currin, Mildred P. Harrington, ex 
officio, Marion Horton, Mrs. Anne Fraser 
Leidendeker, Charles M. Mohrhardt, Eliza- 
beth H. Morton, Lucile Nix, Fannie A. 
Sheppard, Mary S. Wilkinson, and Florence 
Jane Williams. 


DorotHuy M. Biack, Chairman 


UNIFORM STATISTICAL REPORT ForMsS 


The public library form which was com- 
pleted last year has been used this year, with 
apparent success, by the Library Service Di- 
vision of the U.S. Office of Education, the 
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American Library Association, and the state 
library agencies for gathering 1937-38 sta- 
tistics. Although in most instances the basic 
form was used alone, some states and the 
A.L.A. included slip sheets in order to get 
additional information. Even though the Li- 
brary Service Division will not collect 
figures from public libraries again on a na- 
tion-wide basis for three or four years, it 
is hoped that the other groups will continue 
to use the form for annual circularizations. 
[t may be obtained from the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington. 

Much time was devoted during the past 
year in making final adjustments in the form 
for libraries in institutions of higher educa- 
tion. This form has been printed by the 
Library Service Division and, shortly, it also 
will be available through the Superintendent 
of Documents. 

Work was begun preparatory to the de- 
vising of a form for gathering school library 
statistics. The forms now in use by the 
several states for gathering such data have 
been collected and a compilation of the type 
of figures requested has been made for those 
states in which there is no state school li- 
brary supervisor. A similar compilation has 
been begun for the remainder of the states. 

The present committee has been dis- 
charged, effective August 31, and is to be 
succeeded by the Committee on Statistics, 
upon recommendation of the Committee on 
Committees whi.h was approved by the 
A.L.A. Council at the San Francisco con- 
ference with definition of duties as follows: 

To consider uniform annual report forms, 
and submit recommendation thereon 

To coordinate statistical activities of the 
Association and its affiliated agencies 

To cooperate in statistical matters with 
the U. S. Office of Education, and, when 
authorized by the Executive Board, with 
other agencies concerned with library sta- 
tistics 

This newly-set-up committee, therefore, 
will be available to take up such changes 
and alterations as may develop through the 
use of the present blanks and through new 
needs, as well as other statistical problems 
of the Association. 

Members of the committee were: Nora 


Beust, Ralph M. Dunbar, William J. Ham- 
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ilton, Paul A. T. Noon, and William H. 
Clift, executive assistant. 
Loris F. SHortess, Chairman 


Union List or SERIALS 


During the year two sections of the list 
have appeared. Section 1 for the letter A 
covers 369 pages; section 2 for letters B-C, 
465 pages. Copy is all set for section 3, 
covering letters D-G; all is in galley proof, 
and the first 150 pages in page proof. This 
section will appear about September 15 and 
will contain something like 500 pages. 

Later sections will be smaller and will 
probably come out more rapidly. 

Some 600 libraries are being included, 
and it is encouraging to reflect on the 
amount of preliminary foundation work that 
so far has been done. 

The untimely death of the chairman, 
Donald B. Gilchrist, saddens all his fellow 
workers. It calls for much thought and 
unquestionably for important adjustments. 

Committee members were: Robert B. 
Downs, Nathan van Patten, Helmer L. 
Webb, Wyllis E. Wright and the under- 
signed. 

Harry MItvier LypENBERG 


VisuAL MetTuops 


The function of the committee is: “to 
study library activities as they relate to 
moving pictures, lantern slides, stereopticon 
reproduction, microscopic equipment, educa- 
tional exhibits and museum material.” 
Within the past few years the use of films 
in education and noncommercial recreation 
has become so extensive that the committee 
is impressed with the need for immediate 
and careful consideration of what should be 
the relationship of libraries to nontheatrical 
films. 

The major aim of the past year has been 
to assemble information about educational 
film production, distribution and uses, and 
the extent to which libraries are handling 
them. Membership was taken in the As- 
sociation of School Film Libraries, a non- 
commercial cooperative organization of 
educational motion picture users whose pur- 
pose is the general improvement of the edu- 


cational motion picture situation. By 
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personal visits, correspondence, and attend- 
ance at visual education conferences, mem- 
bers of the committee have made contacts 
with workers in the film movement, repre- 
senting the library as an agency concerned 
with the diffusion of knowledge in whatever 
forms it may be presented. 

As a means of learning what libraries 
actually are doing with educational films 
and of stimulating thought upon the services 
they may perform a questionnaire was sent 
in February, 1939, to some 300 libraries. 
More than 100 replies were received, indi- 
cating widespread interest but almost no 
actual experience in their use. 2Two months 
later the Visual Methods Committee and 
the Board on Library Service to Children 
and Young People sent a joint letter to 
educators concerned with visual materials, 
enclosing a reprint from the Wilson Bulle- 
tin, February, 1939, of The Library and 
Its Care and Use of Films, by Margaret 
R. Greer. Comments which were received 
on this article confirmed the information 
previously obtained, that while the educa- 
tional films movement offers a future chal- 
lenge to public libraries, it is already 
pressing insistently upon school, and to some 
extent also upon college libraries, as a pres- 
ent administrative problem. 

Within the past twelve months at least 
two graduate studies have been made of 
library-film relationships. The Kalamazoo 
Public Library has made a motion picture 
film which depicts its present condition and 
its building needs. At 1938 and 1939 an- 
nual conferences, visual methods programs 


have included film showings as well as 
papers and discussions. 

Members of the committee in 1938-39 
were: Etheldred Abbot, Carroll Preston 


Baber, Kate M. Coplan, Eleanor M. Dye, 
Ralph W. McComb, Gerald D. McDonald, 
Eleanor Mitchell, Elizabeth Ohr, Flora B. 
Roberts, Mary L. Spalding, Mrs. Helen 
T. Steinbarger, and Halsey W. Wilson. 
Mary U. Roturock, Chairman 


WorK WITH THE BLIND 


See Blind. 


WorK WITH THE FOREIGN-BORN 


See Foreign Born. 
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Membership Committee, 1938-39 


Chairman: Winifred Ver Nooy 
University of Chicago Libraries 


Alabama: Elizabeth Toombs 
Arizona: William H. Carlson 
Arkansas: Miss Jim P. Matthews 
California: Grace R. Taylor 
Los Angeles: Harriet F. Marrack 
Colorado: Isabel Nichol 
Connecticut: Eleanor Shane 
Delaware: Abby C. Mack 
District of Columbia: Edward M. Lohse 
Library of Congress: Anna May Stam- 
baugh 
Departmental Libraries: Mary F. Car- 
penter 
Florida: Mrs. M. W. Ballentine 
Georgia: J. Kenneth Cameron 
Hawaii: Mrs. Juliet L. Davis 
Idaho: Marion C. Orr 
Illinois: Bernice W. Wiedemann 
Chicago: Nordica Fenneman 
Indiana: Orpha Maud Peters 
Towa: Lydia M. Barrette 
Kansas: Gayle D. Clark 
Kentucky: Edna J. Grauman 
Louisiana: Frances Flanders 
Maine: Louis Felix Ranlett 
Maryland: Anne M. Thomas 
Massachusetts: Florence E. Birks 
Boston: Frank N. Jones 
Michigan: Mrs. Helen D. Fraser 
Detroit: Blanche Tate, Dorotha Dawson 
Minnesota: Dorothy Georgeson 
Minneapolis: Ruth M. Hall 
Mississippi: Miss Clyde Smith 
Missouri: Mrs. Ada M. Elliott 
St. Louis: Cleo Parsley 
Montana: Louise M. Fernald 
Nebraska: Mrs. Dorothy W. Lessenhop 
Nevada: Henry W. Mliles 
New Hampshire: Marian P. Goodwin 
New Jersey: Mildred G. Brown 
New Mexico: Freda A. Conrad 


New York: Marion Vedder 
New York City: Mrs. Helen E. Wes- 
sells 
Brooklyn: Marguerite E. Gregg 
Queens Borough: Helen A. Ridgway 
Long Island: Helen B. Curtice 
North Carolina: Virginia Trumper 
North Dakota: Lillian E. Cook 
Ohio: Catharine E. Suber 
Cincinnati: Lillie Wulfekoetter 
Cleveland: Loraine Slater 
Oklahoma: Myrtle Crockett 
Oregon: Mrs. Dessa Hofstetter 
Pennsylvania: Miriam Grosh 
Phitadelphia: Martha Connor 
Pittsburgh: Elizabeth S$. Wilson 
Rhode Island: Aimee F. Draper 
South Carolina: Mrs. Lucy Hampton 
Bostick 
South Dakota: Dorothea Heins 
Tennessee: Mrs. Sarah Stanley Austin 
Texas: Joseph S. Ibbotson 
Utah: Ethel L. Mitchell 
Vermont: Mrs. Florence Moses 
Virginia: C. W. Dickinson, Jr. 
Washington: Mary Helen McCrea 
Seattle: Ruth E. Hale 
West Virginia: Rosa V. Oliver 
Wisconsin: Mrs. Nancy B. Thomas 
Wyoming: Mrs. Kate Helena Joslin 


Canada 


Alberta: Mrs. Clara Stuart 

British Columbia: Sarah D. M. Fisher 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan: Elizabeth 
Dafoe 

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and 
Prince Edward Island: Estelle M. A. 
Vaughan 

Ontario: Lillian H. Smith 

Quebec: Laura A. Young 











A. L. 0. Publications 1938-1939 


Activity Book for School Libraries. Lucile 
FP. Fargo. 230p. Illus. Cloth, $2.50. 


American Librarianship from a European 
Angle. Wilbelm Manthe. 204p. Cloth. $2. 


Basic Reference Books. Lois Shores. 486p. 
Cloth, $4.25. 


Booklist Books 1938 
64p. 75c; 10 or more, 65c each. 


Books for Self-Education. Sigrid Edge. 98p. 
75¢c; 10 or more, 60c each. 


By Way of Introduction, A Book List for 
Young People. Jean C. Roos, Editor. 130p. 
Illus. 65¢; 10-100 copies, 35¢ each; 100 or 
more, 30c each. 


Classification and Pay Plans for Municipal 
ory Libraries. 189p. Mimeographed. 
2.25. 


Code of Ethics for Librarians 
6p. 10 copies, 50c; 25, 75c; 50, $1; 
100, $1.75. 


College and University Library Buildings. 
Edna R. Hanley. 152p. Ulus. Paper over 
boards, $4.50. 


College and University Library Service. A. F. 
Kuhlman, Editor, 1539p. $2.50. 


Elementary School Libraries. 6p. 100 copies, 
$2; 500, $7.50; 1,000, $13; 5,000, $60. 


Gifts for Children’s Bookshelves. 16p. 100 
copies, $1.75; 250, $3.50; 500, $6.50; 
1,000, $12. 


Guide for the Description and Evaluation 
of Research Materials. Robert B. Downs, 
Editor. 50p. Mimeographed. 50c. 


Helping Adults To Learn; The Library in 
Action. Jobe Chancellor, Editor. 308p. 
Cloth, $3. 


Helping the Reader Toward Self-Education. 
Jobn Chancellor, Miriam D. Tompkins, 
Hazel 1. Medway, 126p. Cloth, $1.25. 





Hospital Libraries. Edith Kathleen Jomes. 
221p. Illus. Cloth, $2.50. 


Library of Tomorrow. Emily Miller Dan- 
ton, Editor. 202p. Cloth, $2.50. 


Periodicals for Small and Medium-Sized 
Libraries. Frank K. Walter. 7th ed. 96p. 
75c. 


Personnel Administration in Public Librar- 
ies. Clara W. Herbert. 204p. Cloth, $2.25. 


Public Documents 1938 with Archives and 
Libraries. J. K. Wilcox and A. PF. Kubli- 
man, Editors. 429p. Planographed. $5. 


Recent Children’s Books 1938. 4p. 100 
comet, $1; 500, $3; 1,000, $5; 5,000, 
20. 


Reference Books of 1935-1937. Isadore Gil- 
bert Mudge. 69p. 90c. 


Replacement List of Fiction. 107p. $1.25. 


Research Facilities of the International La- 
bour Office. Joseph B. Rounds. 70p. 75c. 


Sixty Educational Books of 1938. 4p. 15¢c. 


Small Public Library Buildings. Jobs 
Adams Lowe. 48p. Illus. $1.50. 


Standards for Public Libraries. 2p. 25 copies, 
50c. 


Subject Index to High School Fiction. Jeasae 
Van Nostrand. 67p. 75c. 


Vitalizing a College Library. B. Lemar 
Jobmson. 140p. Illus. Cloth, $2. 


Vocations in Short Stories. Vera E. Morgan. 
47p. 50c; 10 or more, 40¢ each. 
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